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Lesson 5:  Letter to the Church at Sardis 
Sermon Date:  August 26 
 
1. What are the signs of being spiritually dead? How is it possible to be active in a church but dead to 

spiritual things? 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Read Revelation 3:1 � 6.  How does Jesus describe himself as he begins this letter?  Why do you suppose 

he uses this image in addressing the church at Sardis? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What is the problem with the church at Sardis?  How do you suppose this could have happened?   
 
 
 
 
 
4. How does this church differ from those described in Revelation 2, and how could this difference 

contribute to their atrophied condition?   
 

 
 

 
 
5. What is the remedy Jesus exhorts this church toward? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Jesus describes himself in verse 3 as a thief in the night.  What is the warning to each of us as we 

consider the condition of the church at Sardis?   
 
 
 
 
 
7. Note how Jesus calls out the fact that there are some who are still �worthy� within the church at Sardis.  

How is this a source of hope for the church at Sardis?   What does this say about the importance of our 
fellowship as a church? 
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Getting Started (ideas for how to transition to begin this study): 
• How does one go about strengthening what you have in a spiritual sense?   
• Describe the last time you�ve received a �wake up� call in your spiritual life.   
 
Digging Deeper (optional material to consider): 
 
• Sardis was home to the goddess Cybele who was thought to have the power to bring the dead back to 

life.  Can you see how this relates to the way Jesus describes the church at Sardis?   
 
• Consider the image given in verse 4 of soiled garments.  Look at these references and then describe what 

this image means: 
o Revelation 7:14 
o Revelation 19:7 � 8 
o Revelation 22:14 
o I John1:9   

 
• Verse 5 mentions the book of life.  What does this mean?  Consider these passages: 

o Psalm 139 
o Romans 10:9 � 10 
o Matthew 10:32 
o Revelation 20:11 - 15  

 
 


