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1. The birth of the Christian church occurred on Pentecost, a Jewish feast day also known as 

Shavuot. Shavuot observed the giving of the law by God to Moses on Mt Sinai after being 
freed from Pharaoh. Do you see any connections between the Jews celebrating the giving of 
the law and God’s sending the gift of the Holy Spirit on the same day? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
2. Read Genesis 11:1-9. How does this story about man using unity through common 

language differ from the Pentecost event where the Holy Spirit enabled all to hear what the 
disciples were saying in their native tongues?  What could those in the Genesis 11 story 
celebrate about their accomplishments; how does that compare to what the disciples in Acts 
2 could celebrate?   

 
 
 

 
 

3. Note the reaction by those witnessing the disciples speaking in multiple tongues (Acts 2:4-
13). Most were ‘amazed and perplexed’. Those who mocked the disciples’ behavior claimed 
they were filled with “new wine” and showed the joyous effects. Were the mockers wrong?  
Explain. 

 
 
 
 

 
4. The world links drink (light to moderate use of alcoholic beverages) with celebratory events 

as an aid to experiencing and expressing joy. In contrast, how do you see the Holy Spirit 
aiding our ability to celebrate God in an honoring and energetic manner?   
 
 
 

 
 
5. Read Ephesians 5:17-21. Paul contrasts getting drunk on wine with being filled with the 

Spirit. When celebrating, how can we ensure we are cooperating fully with the Spirit? How 
can this enhance our celebrations that bring us together?   

 
 
 
 

 
6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 

Jeff’s sermon notes. 
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Additional Considerations: 
x Shavuot (meaning “weeks”) is one of the three main Jewish Feasts (Passover and 

Tabernacles being the other two) and it celebrates two primary events. First, it 
commemorates God's giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses. Second, it celebrates 
God’s provision through the yield of the harvest (see reference in Exodus 23:14-16). This 
festival was/is also referred to as Pentecost because it is celebrated on the 50th day after the 
second day of Passover (seven weeks plus one day).  In the Christian church, it is the 
“birthday” of the church as the Holy Spirit descended and filled the assembled disciples in 
that place (Acts 2:1).   

x Genesis 11 and the story of Babel appears to be connected to the events of the Pentecost 
arrival of the Holy Spirit. God was concerned about the people of Babel and their intent, and 
based on this took drastic action. What does this say about the potential for the world 
accomplishing what it sets its collective mind to do? While advancement of science and 
technology can lead to great things, there are risks that are created as well. What examples 
come to mind of recent man-made achievements that, if not properly bounded by sound 
moral principles, could lead to devastating effects instead of results worthy of celebration? 

x  Acts 2:3 uses the phrase “divided tongues” to describe the Spirit’s manifestation. 
Separately translated:  

o Tongues: name for the organ in our mouths; a language that is spoken 
o Divided: separated (as in cloven); distributed 

This allowed those from other lands (and languages), who came to see what the source of 
the noise was, to hear the same message as the disciples began to speak. Acts 1:15 refers 
to the assembly of disciples being 120 “brothers”. Therefore, this group of 120 are believed 
to be the ones upon whom the Spirit descended and who were now speaking in multiple 
“tongues”. Acts 2:9 begins to list all the various peoples who were present and, therefore, 
the number of languages that must have been used/understood.  

 

Quote of the week: The wizard [of Oz] says look inside yourself and find self. God says look 
inside yourself and find [the Holy Spirit]. The first will get you to Kansas. The latter will get you to 
heaven. Take your pick. – Max Lucado 


