
Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Winter 2018 – The Counter-Cultural Life – Studies in 1 Peter 

1 Peter sermon series for Winter 2018 – proposed outline: 

Sermon Date Text Tentative Outline

Jan 7 1:1-2 Overview and Intro (no study for this sermon) 

Jan 14 1:1-12 A counter-cultural life of hope- How life with hope is vastly 
different from life that is mere suffering; attitudes to adopt in 
suffering. 

Jan 21 1:13-25 A counter-cultural life of holiness- What does it mean to live as a 
“foreigner” here on this earth?  How are we to pursue holiness 
while remaining connected to our culture and our current 
realities?  We pursue humility and LOVE. 

Jan 28 2:1-10 A counter-cultural life of impact- What does it mean to be 
“chosen” and God’s special people?  How does that impact our 
presence in the world? 

Feb 4 2:11-17 A counter-cultural life of submission- Living under governments 
and authorities; what does Christian engagement look like? 

Feb 11 2:18 – 3:8 A counter-cultural life of subversive trust- Engaging with unjust 
systems - Living within the unjust systems and transforming 
them by laying seeds for change to blossom. 

Feb 18 No 1 Peter sermon this Sunday (and no study – consider having 
a social time instead or doing a service project together). 

Feb 25 3:9-22 A counter-cultural life of patience- Waiting for God’s justice and 
committing ourselves to His judgment. 

Mar 4 4:1-11 A counter-cultural life of love- Are we known for what we don’t do 
(4:1-6) or for what we do (4:7-11)? 

Mar 11 4:12-19 The counter-cultural work of rejoicing in suffering. 

Mar 18 5:1-5 The counter-cultural life of leading by humble service. 

Mar 25 5:6-13 The counter-cultural life of DOING- What do we now do?  
Alertness, vigilance, resistance, hope of restoration. 
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Sermon Date: February 4, 2018 
Text: 1 Peter 2:11-17  ~~  A counter-culture life of submission 

1. Read 1 Peter 2:11-17. In v.11, Peter again calls us to see ourselves as exiles / sojourners and to keep this 
frame of reference as we conduct ourselves before others.  When you are visiting a place away from 
home, do you behave differently? In what way(s), and why? 

2. We live at a time in America where we question the leadership, personal integrity and professional 
sincerity of those in civil authority over us. Does the notion of submitting to those holding civil 
leadership positions trouble you? Why?  

     

  
   

3. Considering Peter’s teaching in vs.13-17, what does he mean by the phrase “be subject to” (ESV; or 
“submit to” in NIV)? How does this calling on us as believers relate to non-believers – in other words, 
how would Peter’s calling for us to be submissive be viewed by the culture around us?   

   
4. Does this call to be submissive conflict with the exhortation in v.16 to live as free people? What is it we 

are free to do?  

5. How do we participate in the civil structure of our home town, state, and country while being submissive 
as Peter instructs, but also exercising our freedom? Does this create a tension? Explain. 

6. In v.17, Peter calls us to honor everyone, love other believers, but fear God.  (a.) Are there any 
exceptions you can think of in terms of honoring others – must we do this to all we encounter in our 
lives? (b.) Why do you suppose Peter specifically calls us to love other believers – is this different from 
honoring everyone? (c.) Why should we fear God – what does he mean? 
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Additional material to consider:  
· The phrase “when in Rome, do as the Romans do” is commonly accepted conventional wisdom to those 

visiting a new place and wanting to fit in. As exiles living in this world and having an allegiance to Jesus, 
this phrase appears inconsistent with Peter’s teaching in this letter. The phrase itself is actually linked to 
Ambrose, a leader in the church during the 4th century. He was the Bishop of Milan and was said to have 
a significant influence on Augustine of Hippo.  He was known for encouraging a flexibility within the 
structuring of the liturgy used in worship since it was primarily for serving the people in worshipping 
God – it should not become a rigid structure that is imposed throughout the church universal. He is 
attributed to advising Augustine on this point: "When I am at Rome, I fast on a Saturday; when I am at 
Milan, I do not. Follow the custom of the church where you are."  It is believed this was shortened later 
to the simpler form: when in Rome, do as the Romans do.  If this account of history is true, it is 
interesting to note that the phrase fits in with Peter’s teaching as it doesn’t call for departing from the 
values we are to hold as believers. Further, Ambrose’s view supports Peter’s specific teaching on 
honoring leaders wherever you go and submitting with respect. Have you traveled and visited other 
churches? Do they do what we do at Hillside? If not, how does Peter’s teaching here guide you?  

· If Peter were alive today and living here in the Walnut Creek area, do you think he would he be a 
Democrat or Republican? Or, do you think he would register as an Independent and vote for the 
candidate with the values most closely aligned with what Jesus taught? Or, do you think Peter would 
abstain completely from our politics – just pay his taxes, obey the laws, and conduct himself as one “just 
visiting and not really interested in the local issues”? Now, what if you were transported through time to 
live with Peter in Rome. Certainly, there are some big differences in civil structure between there and 
then with our situation here and now. How would you conduct yourself in that place with respect to civil 
matters? 

· Submission to authority has blown up recently – in our politics, in the workplace, in the entertainment 
business (e.g., Hollywood), and just about everywhere else.  More clearly, it has less to do with 
submission and more to do with the authority exerting their held power over another – the one with 
power gets his/her way to force submission over the other.  How does Peter’s teaching in this passage 
relate to our situation?   

· Was Jesus submissive to authorities? Consider these passages and the example Jesus gave us to follow: 
o Matt. 9:9-13: Jesus dining with tax collectors and with Pharisees 
o Matt. 21:12 – 17: Jesus in the temple, overturning the money-changer’s tables 
o Matt. 22:15-22: Give to Caesar that which is Caesar’s 
o Matt. 27:11-26: Jesus before Pilate 

Considering these examples, what new insights do you have regarding Peter’s calling for us to live a life 
of submission? 

• Pick up any newspaper and it seems the front page always has an article denigrating an elected official or 
a public organization. Flip to the editorial section and it is one complaint letter after another.  Based on 
Peter’s teaching, what should be our conduct around expressing views in public regarding those in 
positions of authority: are we supposed to call out our public officials when their actions/words differ 
from our point of view or are we to restrict our views to statements that are honoring only? Is there a way 
to do both?    
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Sermon Date: February 11, 2018 
Text: 1 Peter 2:18 – 3:8  ~~  A counter-cultural life of subversive trust 

1. Read 1 Peter 2:18 - 3:8. In this passage, Peter drills down into particular roles/systems/human institutions within a 
community and how submission applies, specifically slaves (with masters), and then wives and husbands.  Peter 
was writing in a time when the economy was built upon slavery and patriarchy was assumed.  What are our 
“systems” for which this passage would apply today?   

2. The example of servants that Peter begins with highlight that submission is independent of the demeanor of the 
servant’s master. What challenges does following this teaching create for you? To endure (as you comply) what is 
required in terms of your attitude, discipline and faith?  Does this passage advocate for submitting to abuse/
harassment at work or for the perpetuation of modern-day “slavery”?  

3. What does Peter mean when he says it is a gracious thing when we endure suffering when that suffering is not 
provoked or caused by any wrong-doing on our part? What is the relationship of such suffering and our following 
Jesus?  Since slavery is no longer an American institution, what is an example of suffering for our faith in the unjust 
systems of our times?  

  

   
4. Peter next brings focus on wives (chapter 3). To what behaviors and attitudes is Peter calling wives in his audience, 

as they conduct themselves within a marriage, especially one in which the wife is a believer and the husband is not?  
What is Peter pointing to as the basis for trust as wives in the patriarchal system submit in this manner? Do you 
suppose it was a radical notion then for Peter to say behavior and attitude were far more important than superficial 
traits (e.g., beauty, adornments, clothing)? How about today? 

   
5. Peter repeats the challenge to be submissive as he addresses husbands in his audience in v.7.  In what ways is the 

challenge the same? In what ways is it different? What is the principle we can glean from this and apply for today, 
in a system that strives to be more equality-based?  For both wives and husbands, how should we view this 
principle considering the parallel to Jesus as bridegroom and the church as bride?  What does Genesis 1: 27-28 tell 
us is God’s design for human relationships? 

6. In v.8, Peter makes a blanket statement as he addresses all of us. Following the teaching in this passage in slave/
master relationships, in marriages (and other close personal relationships), and in this general exhortation in v.8, 
how do we differ from the world as we exhibit such mutually submissive living? What do you suppose will be the 
world’s reaction? Is that good? Explain. What will you do this week that may (will) demonstrate such submissive 
living?   
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Additional material to consider:  
• Slavery in the first century was a sad but accepted practice. We see mention of slaves and masters in 

other New Testament writings. Paul’s letter to Philemon is all about mending the relationship and 
situation between Philemon (master) and his slave (Onesimus).  So common was slavery that Paul used 
that term in some of his letters as he referred to himself as a slave (or bondservant) to/for Christ.  This 
self-imposed sentence of servitude almost sounds like a statement of endearment as Paul placed himself 
at the feet of Jesus. Have you considered the degree to which Paul’s position before Christ could apply to 
you? What is your reaction to adopting this as a descriptor of your relationship with Jesus? 

• Peter’s writing in 1 Peter 2:22-25 has strong parallels to the imagery found in Isaiah 53. Read this 
chapter from Isaiah, which is a prominent prophecy about Jesus’ suffering and death foretold about 700 
years prior to it happening.  As you read and consider Jesus in His ministry and ultimate sacrifice, and 
note the ways Jesus was submissive to His Father and the trust in His Father’s plan that enabled Him to 
endure. What insights does this exercise give you about Peter’s teaching? 

• The position of wives in the first century culture, Jewish and more broadly, was not that much different 
from that of slaves. Slaves were considered property, bought and sold, with their masters having ultimate 
rights over how their slaves were treated and maintained.  The motivation for treating a slave well was 
around optimizing the benefit they could yield as they went about performing their duties.  For wives, 
they too had duties to perform within a marriage, including child-bearing and home-making. Within the 
Jewish culture, Old Testament laws and prevailing traditions left wives in a second-class standing. Old 
Testament writings such as Ruth and Proverbs 31 elevated the importance of the submissive roles that 
wives were expected to take on but we can now look back and “see” how these writings help us 
understand how we the church are to behave as Christ’s bride. But, these writings influenced, for good 
and bad, what evolved into some traditions about wives in the Jewish culture that led to various forms of 
abuse by Jewish husbands. When Peter wrote this passage to the churches in and around Asia Minor, he 
had to address the real scenario in which a woman comes to believe in the gospel and begins following 
Jesus, but is also married to a pagan who may have rejected the gospel (see 1 Peter 3:1 where Peter refers 
to husbands who do not follow the word).  This scenario could also apply to husbands who came to 
belief but their wives did not (see 1 Peter 3:7 where Peter says “in the same way...”).  In these cases, as 
with the slave who comes to follow Jesus, it is really Jesus who becomes the true master (or spouse) and 
submission is credited as submission to Him.  

• Remember that the insertion of chapters, verses with subheadings in our Bible happened after the 
author’s work was done. Look at this “structure” below that keys on Peter’s description of believers as 
“Exiles” in the world – this change to exile status occurring as they submit to Jesus as Lord: 

o 1 Peter 1:1 through 2:1-12: you may have come from a Jewish, Pagan or other background 
but your belief in the gospel message makes you an exile from that background as you 
follow Jesus and grow in understanding of his ways 

o 1 Peter 2:13 – 17: your “exile” status alters the way you view the world from a civil 
government perspective 

o 1 Peter 2:18 – 25: your “exile” status alters your perspective if you currently a slave serving 
a good or bad master 

o 1 Peter 3:1 – 7: your “exile” alters your perspective of your marriage 
o 1 Peter 3:8: your “exile” status now makes you fully equal to all who are believers in Jesus 

and seek to follow Him – our attitudes and behaviors are driven by this! 
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Sermon Date: February 25, 2018 
Text: 1 Peter 3:9-22  ~~  A counter-cultural life of patience 

1. Read 1 Peter 3:9-22. Peter focuses on the topic of living right and exercising certain restraints as we face 
challenges.  What are the behaviors and attitudes that Peter emphasizes and exhorts us to take on and 
practice? How do blessings and suffering come into play as we live in this way? 

2. In verse 8, Peter uses the phrase “live in harmony” which translates literally to “all of one mind”.  What 
resources does God provide us so that we work toward this objective in our Hillside community?  How 
do we live this way in the world, and what challenges can we expect to encounter as we try to live this 
way? Is patience on our part involved? 

3. Peter cites verses from Psalm 34, the same source he used in Chapter 2.  Read through this Psalm and 
note the ways David (the author) sets his mind and heart on living right.  What in this Psalm best relates 
to how you are living right for Christ now, and what are your growing areas? 

4. How do you react to the encouragement in v.15 to “always be prepared” to answer any who ask about 
your faith?  What does this say about how we live each day and all that we do? 

  
  

  
5. In v.20, Peter talks about God being patient while waiting for the ark to be built.  For what was God 

being patient?  Is God being patient now and, if so, what action is “pending”? How does practicing 
patience apply to us, and for what are we to be patient?  

6. Would you say those in your world are patient people? Waiting on God is one of those basic traits that 
those who follow God strive for. We see it Old Testament writings as well as New Testament teachings. 
How are you when it comes to patience? What tries your patience as you watch things happen in the 
world around you? What helps you release anger and anxiousness and truly let God take over, allowing 
you to wait on Him?  
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Additional material to consider:  
• Psalm 34, a portion of which is quoted by Peter in this passage, is a psalm of David. It was written by 

David as a song of praise and thanksgiving after God safely delivered him from King Achish of Gath 
(see 1 Samuel 21:12 – 22:1). David was again on the run from King Saul who was unjustly set on killing 
him.  David went to Gath, hoping to receive asylum but became aware that his reputation was more 
likely to result in King Achish killing David. So, on the spot, David changed his behavior and pretended 
to be insane. When brought before the king, Achish simply dismissed David as a madman: “Do I lack 
madmen that you have brought me another to be in my presence?” David was allowed to leave, escaping 
great danger. While David was known as a man who sought after God’s and righteousness, it is 
somewhat ironic that the story celebrated here is David pretending to be insane to escape death. But 
David credits God with the insight given him in that moment of need; and in humbling himself (David, 
God’s chosen one, feigning a slobbering madman!), he finds a way to escape and continue his journey 
toward becoming king, God’s plan for David. 

• Peter quotes another Old Testament source in v.14. The phrase is from Isaiah 8:12, which is in a passage 
with the heading: Fear God, wait for the Lord. This passage calls Isaiah to not be influenced by or fear 
those who do not follow God; instead, fear God who is Holy - a sanctuary for the oppressed and a snare 
to those who do evil. Isaiah uses the phrase “rock of stumbling” to describe God and what those who 
oppose Him will encounter. Peter quotes Isaiah 8 in his description of Jesus as our cornerstone, and as a 
stone that causes men to stumble (see 1 Peter 2:7-8). 

• Peter, in v.19, mentions spirits in prison.  There is debate in the commentaries about what Peter is 
referring to here but two interpretations are thought to be possible (these are the abbreviated summaries): 
(1) Noah presented the gospel and the people rejected it – those who rejected the message of Noah to 
repent and seek God are the spirits in prison awaiting final judgment; or (2) the spirits are fallen angels 
cast into hell awaiting final judgment.  The flood was an extreme event used by God to purge the sinful 
world at that time. The picture of Noah and his family being saved through the ark floating atop the 
rising waters is used by Peter to describe a baptism that saves, not from the “dirt” of this world we are 
exposed to but by the inward change made possible when we open our hearts to Him. It is also a picture 
of God’s justice and judgment on those who reject Him and, therefore, remain in a sinful state – it is 
severe and complete. Peter’s message is clear: you may suffer somewhat in this world but be saved from 
it by accepting God’s grace through Jesus’ death and resurrection.  


