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May 2016 
Theme: Draw Close, Stay Close 
Week 1:  Celebration – God’s intent in our creation: to celebrate Him 
 
1. We all love to have a good time and celebrate. In your life, what are your favorite recurring 

events/occasions that give rise to a celebration? In our Christian faith, what are your favorite 
celebrations? What makes them special to you? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. The Old Testament is full of passages celebrating God and all that He is and has done. 

Read these passages and note the different attributes the authors call out as worthy of 
celebration: Psalms 96 and 150, Ecclesiastes 3, Isaiah 25, 2 Chronicles 7:1-10. 

 
 
 

 
 

3. Jesus’ ministry was a bittersweet journey. Read these passages: Luke 19:36-40, Luke 
22:14-20, Luke 23:39-43 and Luke 24:36-41. What do these passages say to you about 
what Jesus accomplished in that journey? Do you see connections to the celebration of 
Communion we practice today? Explain.   

 
 
 
 

 
4. Our practice of Communion has its basis in Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 11:17-26.  

a. First, Paul teaches about getting clean. Read 1 Corinthians 5:6-8. What is Paul’s 
message to believers here? How does this prepare us for celebrating Communion? 
 
 
 

b. Then, in the chapter 11 passage, what is the central point that is the reason this is a 
celebratory act that we share in? To what future event does this act point? 

 
 
 
5. Read Revelation 19:6-9. What celebration is this passage describing? What is its 

relationship to the practice of Communion we do today? 
 
 

 
 
 

6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 
Jeff’s sermon notes. 
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Additional Considerations: 
x We see in Genesis 1 that the completion of God’s work in creation resulted in it being 

declared “very good”. How did God celebrate? He took a day of rest, blessed it and made it 
holy, or set apart (Genesis 2:1-3). We typically mark the completion of major tasks and 
achievement of significant milestones with a celebration, usually included is a feast of some 
kind. Consider this: how natural and “restful” it is to stop working, consider the blessings we 
have, set apart time and join with others to celebrate and enjoy the gifts we have. See a 
parallel to the Genesis 2 passage? 

x In Leviticus 23, God instructs Moses about the feasts that the people are to observe as “holy 
convocations” – they are His feasts in which the people celebrate God and the provision of 
His various blessings, gifts and grace to the people. Why do you suppose God had to create 
this prescriptive structure for His people to observe in order to celebrate?  It seems like an 
easy thing for us today to find an excuse to have a “party” and celebrate – how are these ad 
hoc occasions different from what God is prescribing here in Leviticus? What does this 
suggest about the practice of celebrating that involves discipline?  

x Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread are the first two formal celebrations called for 
the people to observe. Read Exodus 12:43-51 and Exodus 13:3-16. What is the purpose of 
these celebrations; how are they different? Do you see a picture of Christ in these two 
celebrations? How? Do you see connections in these two feasts to how we observe the 
Sacrament of Communion today? Explain. Looking at the passage in 1 Corinthians 5:6-8, 
what are the connections here to these two prescribed feasts? 

x In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul is firmly denouncing the allowance of immoral practice by those who 
claim to be members of the church. In v6, he uses the analogy of leaven. Like yeast, leaven 
will, in time, work itself through the whole lump of dough into which it is introduces such that 
the whole becomes affected. Leaven is the picture of sin which we can bring into a 
community of believers with deleterious effect. Jesus work of redemption and sanctification 
allow us to come together (as in a lump of dough) but without the leaven – the collective 
lump is unleavened – pure. This is the state of the Bride in the wedding scene described in 
Revelation 19. 

x Last month’s focus was on Community. Note how in the 1 Corinthians 11:17-26 passage 
how important it was in Paul’s teaching that the community of believers much function so 
that the act of Communion could be properly observed. It is an individual act, but it does 
occur when the church (the Bride) comes together and participates as a whole.  

x Revelation 19 marks the start of the heavenly party. The sacrifice and suffering are over; the 
reunion and marriage of the bride and groom are celebrated, and the eternal wedding feast 
begins! Note the reference in v8 to the groom’s provision of the bride’s clothes – He has 
both redeemed her (the picture of the Passover feast) and has purified/sanctified her (the 
picture of the Feast of Unleavened Bread). Sounds like a great party – hope to see you 
there!    

Quote of the week: May the son of God who is formed in you grow in you – so that for you He 
will become immeasurable, and that in you He will become laughter, exultation, the fullness of 
joy which no one can take from you” – Isaac of Stella.  


