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Theme: Draw Close, Stay Close 
Week 1:  Purity – An overview 
 
1. In the Christian living context, what does it mean to you to seek after and exhibit purity? 

Consider: How did Jesus personify purity? Why do you suppose purity was so important to 
Him? How do you attempt to be like Him as He was? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Psalm 15 is a hymn celebrating the type of person who may freely enter into the Lord’s 

presence. What are the characteristics of the one who the Psalmist says has such access 
and may draw close, stay close to the Lord? Are these reasonable criteria for you? Why? 

 
 
 

 
 

3. How does unaddressed impurity in our lives impede getting close to (a) others we love and 
wish to be close to, and (b) God as we seek Him, bring Him our daily requests and worship 
Him? Do you, at times, choose to shun contact with others (and God) because of your 
“unclean” state? If so, why and how do you eventually overcome this reticence? 

 
 
 
 

 
4. Read Psalm 51. As David confesses and makes his plea for God to clean him, what do you 

sense is David’s motivation for this request – why is having his purity restored so important? 
How does this apply to you? Do you agree with David’s approach? Why/why not? 
 
 

 
 
 
5. 1 John 1:9 is a verse we learn early in our Christian walk. We all fail and must then get up, 

brush off the “dirt” and resume the walk. How well do you follow this practice and what have 
you found works best to get back on the path of pursuing purity? What discipline is needed? 

 
 

 
 
 

6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 
Jeff’s sermon notes.  
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Additional Considerations: 
x In Psalm 15, David creates a practical picture of the ideal state of one’s heart and mind 

when seeking to come before God. David uses the image of a tent and a mountain, places 
identified as dwelling places of God. Recall, Israel left Egypt and were nomadic (sojourners) 
for some time until David’s son, Solomon, built the temple. Until that point, the “temple” was 
a tent that was assembled and became the temporary place where God could “dwell”. As for 
the image of a mountain, recall that Moses met God on Mount Sinai. In both cases, access 
by the people to God’s place was limited, mostly due to the fear the people had of their God. 
Access to the tent (temple) was carefully managed by the Levites, the priestly tribe, and the 
people were fine with them taking on that risk. All but Moses were terrified of the idea of 
ascending Sinai to be face-to-face with God. In his Psalm, David’s picture of the ideal 
worshipper is one who is a willing guest to the house of God, one who desires to be in His 
presence. David truly felt this way. His song for the people to sing appears to have a dual 
purpose: describe the state of purity expected by God and teach the people to yearn for and 
be in God’s presence.    

x In Psalm 51, David is so direct in stating his impure state as well as his need for God to 
clean him. Yet, he must do something first: he must admit his guilt and submit to God for this 
cleansing. C.S Lewis in his Chronicles of Narnia, Voyage of the Dawn Treader, describes 
this “process” so well. Eustace, an unwilling visitor to this parallel world where Aslan is the 
Emperor’s son and supreme king of Narnia, is behaving in a perfectly beastly manner (i.e., 
not so pure of heart and mind). He encounters a dragon’s lair and succumbs to visions 
(temptation) of wealth and power. He falls asleep and wakes up, but is no longer a boy – he 
has become a dragon! He restores his relationship with his companions (hard to do as a 
dragon) but ultimately comes to realize he is stuck: he hates being a dragon and is 
powerless to undo his monstrous transformation. He leaves his friends and is alone in his 
grief until Aslan comes to him. The encounter ultimately frees Eustice of his dragon-like skin, 
but only after he submits to Aslan’s drastic cleansing process – a process Eustice realizes 
he couldn’t do himself. How completely do you submit to God for cleansing when you bring 
your sins before Him in confession? Read this Lewis classic to get a vivid picture of what it is 
like – both the cleaning and the result. It will provide insight into the question of how 
sincerely you seek purity. 

x In his first letter, John uses the metaphor of light to describe God’s purity. We should desire 
to walk in the light and not in darkness. If we step into His light, the darkness is obliterated. 
Again, an actions is required of us: we must choose to step into the light and out of the 
darkness; then, God’s light will be ours. We confess, we repent (turn from), and we welcome 
His light in our lives. And being in His light, once we are there, is so much better than the 
darkness!  

x 1 John 1:9 shows the same pattern seen in Psalm 51. First, we confess. He then forgives 
and cleanses us. Later in 1 John (3:6), John explains that no one who is abiding in Him goes 
on sinning willfully – we are expected to move toward purity. This is an outcome of the 
discipline we practice. 

Quote of the week: “He who loves with purity considers not the gift of the lover, but the love of 
the giver.” – Thomas a Kempis.  


