
Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series 2015/2016 
Draw Close, Stay Close – Spiritual Growth through Spiritual Disciplines  

April 2016 
Theme: Draw Close, Stay Close 
Week 2:  Community – in family and friendships 
 
1. The strongest bonds we make here on earth involve either family or friends. Which of these 

has resulted in the closest of community relationships in your life? What has made that 
strong tie so close and how has it lasted over time?  

 
 
 
 
2. The Book of Ruth is a short family-based love story. Read this story and describe the how 

this family community evolves.  
 
 
 
 

 
3. What is at the core of the bond between Naomi and Ruth?  What does this suggest about 

community as a discipline to be practiced? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. One of the best stories of friendship is seen in 1 Samuel 18-20 between David and 

Jonathan, whose soul was knit to the soul of David.  What caused this knitting of souls? 
What sacrifices did Jonathan make because of his friendship with David? 
 
 
 

 
 
5. 1 Samuel 20:1-17 describes the friendship of Jonathan in action. In v8, David acknowledges 

that a covenant exists at the heart of their relationship. What does this mean? Should this 
notion of a covenant be a part of all true community relationships? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
6. How have the stories of Ruth and Jonathan altered your view of the community relationships 

you are in with respect to family and friends? What changes do you plan to make to deepen 
and strength these ties?  

 
 
 
 
7. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 

Jeff’s sermon notes. 
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Additional Considerations: 
x The Book of Ruth is typically read as part of the Jewish holiday of Shavuot. Shavuot is 

traditionally an agrarian holiday celebrating the barley harvest. Going a bit deeper, the 
broader picture of planting (sowing) in the land and reaping the results (harvest of fruits of 
labor) also represents the sacred marriage between Israel and the Divine – it is the two 
together that enable the outcome that is celebrated. The themes of harvest and relationship 
are present in the Book of Ruth, which is also a story of people from different faiths and 
cultures joining together out of love and support for one another – a picture of the 
community formed around family. In marriage, the two (from different families) join and 
become one, which now unites the families – as a result, the family community grows. 

x Out of God-based community comes fruit. In the Book of Ruth, Naomi lost her husband and 
two sons, but gained a daughter-in-law, Ruth. The outcome of the Book of Ruth is she 
marries Boaz, they have a son (Obed), and Naomi is blessed. Obed becomes the father of 
Jesse, who is the father of David. 

x I Samuel 18:1 says that Jonathan’s soul was knit to that of David. It does not say the same 
about David, but we read that David responds to the devotion of Jonathan which does result 
in saving David’s life. In essence, Jonathan earns David’s devotion through the sacrifices 
Jonathan makes.  

x Last week we saw that God is one and He is three, the Trinity. Our God is a love-centered 
relationship of three persons, and they are one as well as individual. We are created in the 
image of God, yet we are one and only one – but we are made for love-based relationships 
which enable us to be like God through a community experience. While we can say the 
Godhead love one another, isn’t this made “easy” since God is really loving Himself? We 
love ourselves best, true? Jesus says that no one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s own life for his friend (John 15:13). Even in the Godhead, we see this sacrificial love 
as Jesus endures the cross in obedience to the Father’s will. Imposing this “will” on His Son 
could not have been easy for the Father, especially so when we consider that God is an 
integrated threesome. When we enter into community with others, Jesus’ words in John 
15:13 apply. How can we love that much that we would sacrifice our “self” for another? What 
if I saw others as another one of me – another “self”? Does this make the sacrifice more 
worthwhile? Isn’t this how Jonathan saw David – as his own soul and another self? Does 
this kind of love not resemble what we see in the Trinity?   

x The name “Jonathan” means “God has given” or “given by God”. David clearly received 
much from Jonathan, even his life. God gifted David with this friendship and it was used to 
promote David and enable him to become the king. Years later, after Jonathan dies in battle 
and David becomes king, David remembers Jonathan’s friendship and seeks a way to repay 
his great devotion. Look at 2 Samuel 9 and read the story of Mephibosheth. Consider how 
this story reveals how love-based community yields fruit. 

x 2 Samuel 1 records David’s reaction to learning of Saul’s death as well as Jonathan’s. See 
vs 25-26 for David’s tribute to his closest friend.  

Quote of the week: “No one person can fulfill all your needs. But the community can truly hold 
you. The community can let you experience the fact that, beyond your anguish, there are human 
hands that hold you and show you God’s faithful love.” ― Henri Nouwen


