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Week 2:  Purity – The snare of worldly urges 
 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-20. Paul provides a list of wrong-doings in vs 9 - 10. Are these 

unrighteous acts that Paul warns the Corinthians about still an issue for us today? Is our 
church community today more condoning of some of these “sins” versus others? Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Note the terms used in v.11: washed, sanctified, and justified. Paul implies these terms carry 

a distinct meaning. What do these terms mean and how do they relate to our topic of purity? 
 
 
 

 
 

3. Paul includes two quotes in vs 12 and 13. What do these quotes mean in terms of the 
physical cravings we each have? 

 
 
 
 

 
4. Paul then focuses on sexually immorality, one of the strongest of cravings we have to deal 

with. What is Paul’s point as to why this craving, and its satisfaction when we succumb to it, 
is particularly troublesome and affects our union with Christ? 
 
 
 

 
 
5. At the end of this passage, Paul makes two key points: our bodies are now the temple of the 

Holy Spirit, and our bodies are no longer our own. What have these points to do with our 
pursuit of purity? How do these points underscore the need for a purity discipline? What do 
you need to include in your practice to continue your progress in growing in purity? 

 
 
 

 
 

 
6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 

Jeff’s sermon notes. 
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Additional Considerations: 
x Paul lists the traits of those not worthy to inherit the kingdom of God in v9. Compare this list to 

the traits that Jesus teaches of in His Sermon on the Mount, recorded in Matthew 5:1-12, are 
worth seeking and possessing to be worthy to inherit the kingdom of God. 

x Corinth at the time Paul wrote his letter was a ‘happen-in’ place. Rebuilt by Rome (Julius 
Caesar) in 44 BC after being conquered and leveled by Roman troops a hundred years before, it 
was located on a strategic trade and shipping route and, as such (1) enjoyed great wealth and 
(2) experienced much cultural “diversity”. This translated into an “anything goes” kind of 
environment. Paul’s church plant was constantly being influenced by this “wild-side” thinking as it 
slowly grew. Influences included pagan worship and its unsavory practices including those 
around sexuality. In old Corinth, the temple for Aphrodite had 1000 prostitutes “serving” those 
who came to “worship” this god of “love”; new Corinth continued this practice. Wealth led to an 
attitude of excess and corruption. How can a church stay pure when faced with such worldliness 
going on around it? Paul was confident that those in Corinth who truly sought after God and His 
purity would be safe from these dangers. Is our environment terribly different from that of 
Corinth? We may not have temples where prostitutes await but those in this trade are around 
and eager to serve. Plus, we have that “internet” thing which can serve up virtual sin – which is 
still sin. The Bay Area has some striking resemblances to Corinth. But the same God that Paul 
preached and served is here. Paul opens his letter with a note of thanksgiving for this church (1 
Cor.1:4-8) and assures them of God’s protection and grace so that they will be blameless (pure) 
when He returns. 

x Jesus did not shun interactions with women as He went about His work in order. In fact, instead 
of ignoring women, which is pretty much how they were treated in social settings in the Jewish 
environment, He welcomed them, He spoke with them, He allowed them in His teaching 
sessions and involved them in His ministry. This was not the cultural norm; this was even 
somewhat scandalous! One historian noted: The most striking thing about the role of women in 
the life and teaching of Jesus is the simple fact that they are there. How did Jesus act in 
situations where He was face-to-face with a woman? Look at these passages. What do you see 
as the way Jesus acted and spoke? Note: While there are no acts or words revealing or 
suggesting impurity, Jesus’ purity is evident in how He valued each one: 

o Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well – John 4 
o Jesus and the woman who touched His garment – Mark 5:25-34 
o Jesus and the woman caught in adultery – John 8 
o Jesus and the women healed on the Sabbath – Luke 13:10-17 
o Mary anoints Jesus’ feet – John 12 

 
Quote of the week: “Casual recreational sex is hardly a feast – it’s not even a good, hearty 
sandwich. It is a diet of fast food served in plastic containers…The tiger of desire has to be tamed, 
not chained, nor mounted and ridden, but trained. Love never storms the gates.”  – Joyce Huggett 
 
This quote calls for taming and training, words that fit the idea that purity and its pursuit in our lives 
requires discipline. On one hand, you can say purity and its pursuit is about abstinence (i.e., not 
doing wrong things); on the other hand, you can say it is about doing good. What’s your view? 


