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Theme: Draw Close, Stay Close 
Week 2:  Prayer – Advancing His Kingdom (Thy Kingdom Come…) 
 
1. In His lesson to us on praying to our Father in Matthew 6:10, Jesus says we are to align 

ourselves to the Father’s will and advance His kingdom here on Earth. What do you 
understand this to mean when you pray this prayer?  

 
 
 
 
 
2. When Jesus asks us to pray for our Father’s will to be done and His kingdom to come, how 

do you pray to have a part in that? In what ways are you currently advancing both His will 
and His kingdom? Are these efforts by you a significant topic of your prayer with Him? 

 
 
 
 
  

3. Later in his Gospel, Matthew describes two scenes following Jesus’ final entry into 
Jerusalem. Read Matt. 21:12-13, and 18-22. What is Jesus revealing here about His own 
passion for seeing His Father’s will advanced here on Earth? How does prayer enter into 
this mission based on your understanding of these two short accounts?  

 
 
 
 
  
4. John writes about the confidence we bring into our prayer conversation with our Father (1 

John 5:14-15). How confident are you when you pray to Him? Specifically: are you confident 
He hears you; are you confident that you pray according to His will; are you confident that 
you have (or are getting) what you have asked of Him?  Explain. How is faith involved? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
5. Discipline is involved as we pray; just as discipline is involved in holding meaningful 

conversations with those we care for.  What are the exercises that come to mind that will 
deepen your prayer time with Him as it relates to how you execute His will for His kingdom? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 

Jeff’s sermon notes. 
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Additional Considerations: 
 
x The Lord’s Prayer which Jesus taught us to say in Matthew 6 is short but so packed with 

spiritual content. As a prayer, it is a source of peace, a basic plea for how we may be 
sustained day to day, and it is a guide for how we are to live in this world. With the Word and 
the Spirit in us, we now must discover “the details” as they relate to us. Hence, we pray 
more and these prayers are about what we are to do. It is a discipline to speak truth, from 
the heart, not a bunch of empty words (Matt. 6:7). It is also a discipline to listen so that He 
can speak to us. Which part of the conversation is hardest for you: the speaking truth or the 
hearing His counsel to you? What does this suggest about the practice you need to advance 
in your discipline of prayer? 

x It would seem reasonable (to me, anyway) that Jesus could have become angry to the point 
of violent behavior at a number of times in His ministry. However, the account in Matthew 21 
(parallel to that found in Mark 11, Luke 19 and John 2) is the one case where He is moved 
to extreme action and terse words. Yet, He does not sin. How about you; what gets you 
really mad – so mad that you would turn over tables and shout/scold at those who have 
raised your anger? I do not believe that Jesus calls His followers to readily emulate His 
behavior described in this story only because it was His house that was being disrespected. 
Instead of venting our anger on others (on Jesus’ behalf?), it would be better to express our 
frustrations in prayer using the discipline of lament that we just studied in February. We are 
called to care deeply and those feelings will come the better we understand His will and His 
way for His kingdom. Do you think God would want to hear from you about what you see in 
the world that upsets you; things you see and hear that are contrary to what you believe are 
inconsistent with His design and purposes? Wouldn’t praying such a lament to Him be one 
way to align more closely with His will and discover what it is He wants us to do? 

x John’s teaching on prayer in his first letter (1 John 5:14-15) calls for us to approach God and 
speak with confidence. This term literally means exercise freedom of speech or to speak 
freely. What a gift He has given us! There is a catch…we must ask according to His will. 
Look at the passage in context: read through 1 John 5:13-20 and note the number of times 
John uses the word “know”. Clearly, John say we (little children) can come to our Father and 
speak our hearts and minds openly, freely, but doing so out of a deep sense of knowing Him 
to who we speak. How can we do this? (Hint: this involves more disciplines!) 

 

Quote of the week: “We tend to use prayer as a last resort, but God wants it to be our first line of 
defense. We pray when there's nothing else we can do, but God wants us to pray before we do 
anything at all. Most of us would prefer, however, to spend our time doing something that will 
get immediate results. We don't want to wait for God to resolve matters in His good time 
because His idea of 'good time' is seldom in sync with ours.” ― Oswald Chambers 


