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Theme: Draw Close, Stay Close 
Week 4:  Purity – How we lost it and what we got instead 
. 
1. Genesis 2:15-17 and 3:1-7 describes our fall. How did Satan lure us into this situation? Why 

did Eve think it was really okay to do what she knew was wrong? As a result of taking from 
the tree, what did we gain and what did we lose?  

 
 
 
 
 
2. Adam and Eve may not have fully understood the consequences of their choice at the time 

Eve picked the fruit – they did not know of a life with evil. Consider the book of Ecclesiastes. 
The Preacher, now an old man, loos back and considers some of his choices. What does 
the Preacher say of exploration and seeking after wrong pleasures?  

 
 

 
 

 
3. Consider Jonah’s story. He disobeyed God and ended up in the belly of a big fish. God then 

saved him from being a meal to do His work. Do you think Jonah saw this experience as an 
adventure, enhancing his faith and trust in God (i.e., disobeying had benefits)? Explain. 

 
 
 
 

4. The idea that gaining illicit knowledge and experiences would improve your appreciation of 
God’s love and grace carried into New Testament times. Read Romans 5:12 – 6:14.  How 
does Paul explain the result of the Garden of Eden event in terms of our sin nature, God’s 
gift of grace, and how we are to live under that grace?  
 
 

 
 
 
5. How do you justify doing what you know is wrong (James 4:17)? How do you fend off the 

encouragement of the world to “experience” life to the fullest? How do you stop this cycle of 
repeated sin and make progress in your spiritual growth and purity? 

 
 

 
 
 
6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 

Jeff’s sermon notes. 
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Additional Considerations: 
x The Genesis Garden account does not say the fruit was an apple but that has become the 

traditional view. Some have argued it was actually a banana, and we’ve been slipping on 
that peel ever since! Note that Eve admits that not only was she not to eat the fruit of the 
tree, but she should not even touch it. Compare this restriction to how James describes the 
progression of temptation into sin in James 1:13-15. 

x The traditional view of the fruit on the tree being an apple has been widely embraced today. 
The apple was used by Disney as the attractive, even wholesome, lure to deceive and 
poison the naive Snow White. Add the acquisition of knowledge to the symbolism of an 
apple (with a bite removed) and you get the logo on Apple computers.  

x We have studied Jonah before but he is worth another look. Faced with God’s instruction to 
confront the evil Ninevites, he decides he’d rather go another direction and do what he 
wants. His rebellion against God lands him in a big fish. How did he get there? The crew of 
that boat Jonah boarded to flee God concluded somebody had crossed a god and, after 
casting lots, learned that Jonah was the guilty party. They quizzed Jonah about his home, 
his occupation and his people. Jonah answers some of these questions but he doesn’t 
clearly explain his “occupation”. Occupation? That’s the work one does; it is typically based 
on one’s special knowledge. Jonah was a prophet (Jesus says this as recorded in Matthew 
12:39). The crew, at Jonah’s urging, eventually throw him overboard and into the mouth of 
that big fish. From prophet of the most high God to fish food… We learn in scripture that 
God guides our paths, but He also corrects us when we step off that path. We learn in these 
experiences that it is better to stay on the right path but we also learn about His love and 
grace. The question here is whether we would learn more and better about His love and 
grace by never departing from the right path.  

x Call it coincidence, but in Matthew 12, right before Jesus speaks about Jonah, He teaches 
about how a tree is known by its fruit. Because Adam and Eve ate of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, we are now capable of good and evil. Jesus came to address 
that problem; small wonder that this analogy came to His mind, and then the picture of 
Jonah. 

x Paul’s argument against continuing to sin so that grace may abound is delivered with 
passion. He goes on to present the basis against such a thought in deep theological terms. 
The notion, however, sounds like something a certain snake (or serpent) could have 
whispered in someone’s ear… It may sound crazy but how could Adam and Eve have so 
easily misunderstood God’s very clear restriction? Consider your own experience… have 
you fallen prey to the pretty apple and done what you know (in your heart) is wrong? Paul 
knew of this too. Remember, Paul was once Saul and persecuted, even killed, followers of 
Christ. Read Romans 7 (particularly v15-24). Paul clearly understands the dilemma of 
wanting to practice purity and comply with the laws of God, but his flesh (like ours) is weak. 
He goes on in chapter 8 and the rest of his letter to tell us about the good news and 
encourage us to faith and good works!   

Quote of the week: “I wish I could make him understand that a loving good heart is riches 
enough, and that without it intellect is poverty.” ― Mark Twain, The Diary of Adam and Eve  
 
 


