
: 
In Luke 10:28 the expert of the law who trying to justify himself by asking asked Jesus, “and who is my neighbor?”   Jesus responded to 
him by telling the story of Good Samaritan.  To the listeners, the Samaritan, was the least likely of the three characters in the parable who 
passed the wounded man on the roadside they would have expected to respond to the dying man with compassion.   But Jesus used the 
despised to teach us practically how he desires we come alonsdie and serve those we encounter in need.  Like the Samaritan through 
Kingdom connections Hope and Hillside have heard of and  “seen” the communities and families in need who lives were torn apart by 
the recent volcanic eruptions in Guatemala.   In faith, as the body of Christ, you both responded in compassion through generous giving, 
supporting network partners on the ground, and some by coming close to be with and serve alongside...   You became God’s love with 
skin on.     

Connecting Churches 4 Good
Relief Support Update Report

“Fuego” Volcanic Eruption - Guatemala

Impact Highlights:

• 280 families blessed in 3 communities and 3 shelters through food, supplies, medicines, pastoral and spiritual support

• 30+ rescue volunteers and family members working at ground zero, “Los Lotes” supplied with boots, masks, gloves, tools, 
flashlights, encouragement, prayer and spiritual support.

• 50* students who due to evacuations and the financial realities of their families were taken out of school, received scholarships 
to continue with their high school  and “ged”studies. (20 from Los Golodrinas shelter, additional post team scholarships)

• 1 international support team from Hope Fellowship of 12 volunteers accompanied CCApoyo in food distribution, prayer, 
pastoral support, evangelism and pastoral visitation to shelters and communities impacted by the disaster.

• 3 shelters (including a local church who was building housing for families evacuated from Los Lotes) were supplied with 
economic support to better accomodate the volcano victims

Connecting for good... through “Just Relationships”

“From our perspective this collective effort to serve and support the families, victims of the “Fuego” disaster was impactful 
and a powerful testimony of God’s love.  God brought us together and gave us the opportunity to share in fellowship as one, 
to support the marginalized families who were evacuated from their homes and communities thus losing everything.  The 
same families and communities were all but forgotten by the Guatemalan local and federal authorities.  We saw the impacts 
of the disaster first hand, listened to the stories of thoese suffering, we gave hugs, prayed with and cried with the suffering.  
We shared hope through God’s love.  All of these experiences were etched on our hearts.  They made us stronger as partners 
supporting the processes of reconstruction of lives, of rehabilitating beaten up spirits, of rewriting life again, with the help 
of our creator. Those we served, expressed gratitude for our accompaniment and solidarity.  We learned and grew from the 
experience and thank all who supported us and came to share.     ~ Mario Morales, CCApoyo



Indiscriminate Acts of kindness.. 
revealing the Kingdom of God in the 
midst of tragedy...
Serving in response to the devastating effects of natural 
disasters is different from non emergency situations where 
people’s life support systems are intact.   In emergency relief 
serving, we enter into the lives and environment where the 
world has been turned upside down, and people are left in a 
state of desperate uncertainty having lost family members, 
property, and possessions.  Throughout history churches 
have been the first to respond in love to the needs of those 
who suffer through these disasters.  Even when the church 
community itself has suffered loss due to disaster, their 
God inspired immediate response is to feed people, provide 
essentials and comfort other victims. The church is almost 
always the first on the scene in local communities, and in 
most cases,  they will be there long after the crisis is over.  
Disasters like Fuego are an opportunity for people, who may 
not otherwise enter a church, or have contact with Christians 
to understand something about Christian compassion, 
the love of God and the place of the church in their local 
community. It is a chance for them to experience Christ 
through the good will and compassion of his disciples. 

As the church we are called to witness and proclaim God’s 
presence.   And even in the midst of tragedy God’s presence 
is found in the courage of people, the compassion and 
comfort of neighbors and strangers, human resilience, the 
steadfastness of the church and these miraculous moments 
of coming together. We at DCC give thanks for partners like 
CCAPoyo, Hope and Hillside who embodied this miraculous 
love that is only possible through the rconciling work of Christ 
on the cross.  May this report and testimonies encourage 
and fill you up to continue to work God calls us to as his 
instrument of transformation.

Budget Report - Investments for Relief:
Funds Received: US$10,000.00  
($5000 Hope +$5000 Hillside)

DCC Support, Admin & Logistics  -                         $500.00

Food Supplies for families -                                 $3,215.00

Material support for rescue workers                                   
Los Lotes families searching for loved ones*         $630.00 

Fans for Lincoln Public school &  temporary                  
shelter support for school cooks  1 mo.                $1,030.00

Medicines for families in shelters-                          $100.00      

Transportation of food supplies & logistical                  
support -                                                               $1,000.00  

Support to complete construction of rooms                           
at Iglesia Evangelica La Reina for 2 families-         $350.00

Scholarships for 20 students in Golondrinas                     
shelter-                                                         $520.00

Additional 3 months scholarships to teens                             
in shelters                                                            $1,305.00

CCApoyo followup support to victims -                $1,350.00

*not included were donations in kind from Hope including hand tools, 
flashlights, gloves, goggles, vests, childrens games and toys, etc.                           

Connecting for good... through “Just Relationships”



“Stepping back from the trip I know that God was there before 
we arrived and He will still be there n ow that we have left. He 
loves those people more than I ever will, but he invites me to 
be a part of His Great Adventure of being His hands and feet and 
communicated his love to others and meeting their real needs. 
It was an honor to serve and be used. This has shaped me in 
numerous ways and has got me thinking about where God would 
have me serve in the days going forward.”           ~Glenn Dibley
.  

Connecting for good... through “Just Relationships”

The friendship and shared ministry experiences of Hope Fellowship 
with our on the ground connectors and partners CCApoyo and the 
local churches, communities and families of the affected region 
fertilized the soil of community and germinated into seeds of hope and 
transformation.  Below ae some testimonials that we hope edify and 
bless the church as we continue to follow Jesus - demonstrating the 
Good News of the Kingdom!

“I was initially drawn to the Guatemala missions trip with visions of 
laboring along-side locals and assisting in the recovery & clean-up from the 
volcano, but ultimately came away with a greater understanding of how 
community models the body of Christ.  It’s easy for me to gravitate to where 
I feel my strengths are (a strong work ethic, endurance, leadership), but 
sometimes God doesn’t always need ‘hands’.  Sometimes he requires ears to 
listen, eyes to see, and feet to stand in solidarity. Approaching the week with 
an attitude of “God, use me in any way possible” rather than “I’m going to 
help in this way”, I saw how God can use us in different ways in order to 
show His love.  

This ‘openness to serve’ was modeled for us multiple times on the trip.  
Pastor Eddie Gomez  stood out to me as a shining example of being willing 
to serve and love in any way possible.  His dedication to his community and 
neighboring communities still sticks with me today.  What little he had, he 
was willing to give to those in need.  How often do we get to see that being 
lived out?     ~ Daniel Linz

“It all boils down to love. Community. 
Coming alongside one another. 
Holding each other up, supporting one 
another, caring for one another. No 
matter age, race, gender, language, 
place in life, we are all called to love. 
Accepting each other as brothers and 
sisters. I feel my eyes were open to 
how easily accessible and attainable it 
is to be part of God‘s mission in this 
world. We are ALL called to missions, 
this IS our purpose in life.  On this 
trip, all that was needed, was to be 
present, meet people in the place they 
were at, and their brokenness, in their 
hopelessness, and just support them 
in any way God lead us to do.  A 
smile, a simple hug, sharing of tears, 
listening, holding, eyes connecting, 
supporting, being there, asking how 
to help, praying with, grieving with. 
God speaks to us and through us 
in community. Seeing people as all 
being part of your life. If I were to tell 
the church or others anything about 
missions it would be this...”  
                                  ~ Lori Cox

        Testimonies of what we learned on the Way in Guatemala



TESTIMONIES OF TRANSFORMATION: 
                                                   

Connecting for good... through “Just Relationships”

“Who am I that the Lord would have sent me 
to Guatemala to witness the wake of such 
devastation? So often we doubt our ability to make 
a positive impact to those in need. We question our 
usefulness to God. We can become so consumed 
by the world’s definitions of purpose, direction and 
meaning such we lose track of God’s mercy and 
grace. This was God’s time to shine, not ours. So 
often we faithfully believe that God will provide 
for those in need. He surely will. But we miss out 
on the opportunity to allow God to do His work 
though us. If we deny others the opportunity to see 
God’s love, grace and mercy work through us, then 
we ourselves may lose that opportunity to cultivate 
hope in others and community within our own 
hearts.”
                                                            ~ Tom Montana

“I was able to learn and see first hand that the body 
of Christ is so much bigger than we can imagine. 
If we let down down our walls and open up for the 
spirit to use us, we can connect, plant seeds, and be 
used to touch lives all around the world.”
                                                    ~ Darla Ledbetter

I felt that the 14 of us formed a community within ourselves 
that help uplifted us and help us grow in the five days 
together.  Community manifested itself as I reflect on the events 
surrounding the delivery of food rations.  It all started out with 
just us.  Then pastor Eddie arrived with his crew.  Then the 
delivery truck.  Then a shop opened with all the food rations.  
From the outside looking in, these events were nothing special.  
But each of these players in the community of believers came 
together to provide a blessing to another church.  I can see these 
events happening in the days of the disciples; as they moved from 
one place to the next, believers would emerge from what seems to 
be ordinary settings to bless the disciples.   ~Stephen Pham

“This trip has prompted me to ask myself “Do I know 
my neighbors?” - the ones that live down the street 
as well as those who sit next to me in church.  What 
are their names?  What are their needs?  Serving 
these precious people during this horrific time has 
challenged me to be aware of those around me who 
may be going through their own “disaster”.  My eyes 
have been opened to the importance of not only 
telling people about Jesus, but also showing His love 
though my actions and intentional relationships with 
them.”
                                                         ~Karen Heckman


