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Hope in the One True King

But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the royal rations 
of food and wine; so he asked the palace master to allow him not to 

defile himself.. – Daniel 1:8

September 24

Who are the key CHARACTERS?

What CATCHES YOUR ATTENTION?
(concept, scripture line, anything!)

How is GOD AT WORK?

2

READ Daniel 1

What is HAPPENING? 
(setting, timeframe, plot)



Hope in the One True King

1. What do verses 3-5 tell you about what King Nebuchadnezzar values and the kind of 
kingdom he is building?

2. Where do you see Daniel taking a risk? How much of a role does risk-taking play in your 
faith?

3. Compare verses 2, 9, and 17. What do these verses reveal to you about God?

4. How is God affecting world events and history in Daniel 1? Do you believe God is 
affecting world events today? What makes you answer as you do?

 

Daniel 1

BIG IDEAS: Choose one or more of the following questions to answer (if you 
need more space, use a journal or an extra sheet of paper).

1.  

2.  

3.  

My own questions:

3



…but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has disclosed 
to King Nebuchadnezzar what will happen at the end of days. 

– Daniel 2:28

Hope in the One True King
October 1

Who are the key CHARACTERS?

What CATCHES YOUR ATTENTION?
(concept, scripture line, anything!)

How is GOD AT WORK?

4

READ Daniel 2

What is HAPPENING? 
(setting, timeframe, plot)



1. What do verses 2-6 tell you about King Nebuchadnezzar’s relationship with and opinion of 
his wise men?

2. From Daniel 2:13-30, write actions and phrases that reflect Daniel’s understanding of God. 
How does your understanding of God compare? What are some attributes of God you 
might add?

3. King Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel experience the same dream/vision.  Why does God give 
clarity to Daniel but not to the king?

4. In verses 46-49, Nebuchadnezzar honors Daniel with material rewards and acknowledges 
Daniel’s God as “God of Gods” and “Lord of kings”. What is the difference between 
acknowledging God’s greatness (as King Nebuchadnezzar does) and having a relationship 
with God (as Daniel does)? 

5. Mark where you are on the spectrum between unbelief to daily relationship. If the 
spectrum doesn’t fit you, describe where you are in a relationship with God (or lack 
thereof). What do you desire regarding a relationship with God (or not)?

BIG IDEAS: Choose one or more of the following questions to answer (if 
you need more space, use a journal or an extra sheet of paper).
.

1.  

2.  

3.  

My own questions:

Do not 
believe that 
there is a 

God

Believe that 
there is a God, 

but do not 
believe that he is 
knowable on a 
personal level

Believe that we 
can know God 
and he knows 
us, but don’t 

have a personal 
relationship with 

him

Feel that I have a 
relationship with 
God, but do not 
feel particularly 
close to him or 
that he is with 

me all the time.

Have a personal 
relationship with 
God and know 

that he is with me 
always. I love God 
and know he loves 

me.
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Hope in the One True King
October 8

“But I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are 
not hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a god.” – Daniel 3:25 

Who are the key CHARACTERS?

What CATCHES YOUR ATTENTION?
(concept, scripture line, anything!)

How is GOD AT WORK?

6

READ Daniel 3

What is HAPPENING? 
(setting, timeframe, plot)



Hope in the One True King

1. What does worship look like to King Nebuchadnezzar? What does worship look like to 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in this chapter? What does worship look like to the 
Jewish priests of Jesus’ time? (Matthew 16 & 23 among others) What does worship look 
like today?

2. This passage references both god(s) (vs. 15, 25, 29) and God (vs. 17, 26, 28, 29.) How are 
these different? Consider your answer from both Christian and non-Christian    viewpoints.

3. Do you think Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were the only people saved in this story? 
Why or why not?

4. How does this scripture help you understand the character of God? How could it help 
someone else (a believer or a non-believer) understand the character of God?

Daniel 3

BIG IDEAS: Choose one or more of the following questions to answer (if you 
need more space, use a journal or an extra sheet of paper).

1.  

2.  

3.  

My own questions:

7



Hope in the One True King

I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me. I 
blessed the Most High, and praised and honored the one who lives forever.

 – Daniel 4:34a 

October 15

Who are the key CHARACTERS?

What CATCHES YOUR ATTENTION?
(concept, scripture line, anything!)

How is GOD AT WORK?

8

READ Daniel 4

What is HAPPENING? 
(setting, timeframe, plot)



Hope in the One True King

1. Nebuchadnezzar testifies to God’s ability to humble the proud in verse 37b.  What is the 
relationship between pride and worship in this story?

2. What strikes you the most about God and His dealings with Nebuchadnezzar? 

3. What does Daniel’s advice in verse 27 offer to Nebuchadnezzar?

4. Do you believe the king’s worship of God is genuine?  Tell why or why not.

Daniel 4

BIG IDEAS: Choose one or more of the following questions to answer (if you 
need more space, use a journal or an extra sheet of paper)

1.  

2.  

3.  

My own questions:

9



Hope in the One True King

Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and began writing on 
the plaster of the wall of the royal palace, next to the lampstand. The king 

was watching the hand as it wrote. – Daniel 5:5

October 22

Who are the key CHARACTERS?

What CATCHES YOUR ATTENTION?
(concept, scripture line, anything!)

How is GOD AT WORK?

10

READ Daniel 5

What is HAPPENING? 
(setting, timeframe, plot)



Hope in the One True King

1. Daniel 5:2 refers back to the same articles referred to in Daniel 1:2.  Compare 
Nebuchadnezzar’s use of the articles to Belshazzar’s use of them.  What message does 
each king convey in his treatment of these treasures from the temple of God in 
Jerusalem?

2. How is Belshazzar similar to Nebuchadnezzar? How are the two kings different?

3. What does Daniel’s interpretation of the “writing on the wall” reveal to you about God?

4. Even though Daniel refuses Belshazzar’s rewards in verse 17, the king still rewards him 
and promotes him in verse 29.  Why is this significant?

Daniel 5

BIG IDEAS: Choose one or more of the following questions to answer (if you 
need more space, use a journal or an extra sheet of paper).

1.  

2.  

3.  

My own questions:

11



Hope in the One True King

“O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God whom you faithfully 
serve been able to deliver you from the lions?” - Daniel 6:20b

October 29

Who are the key CHARACTERS?

What CATCHES YOUR ATTENTION?
(concept, scripture line, anything!)

How is GOD AT WORK?

12

READ Daniel 6

What is HAPPENING? 
(setting, timeframe, plot)



Hope in the One True King

1. Darius has such great HOPE for Daniel’s safety (Daniel 6:16, 20). Search out and identify 
other passages on hope in the Book of Daniel.  

2. Both Daniel 3 and Daniel 6 describe a relationship between men of God and earthly 
authorities. Paul also speaks about earthly authority in the New Testament: he opposes it 
in Acts 23, yet it is commanded that believers to submit to earthly authorities in Hebrews 
13:17. How do you reconcile this seeming contradiction? How does faith impact your 
response to authority?

3. What is the significance of lions in this chapter? Investigate the significance of lions in the 
Bible. Start with 2 Timothy 4:17 and 1 Peter 5:8. Also, find other references in the Bible 
about lions using a concordance, Google search, or a website like Bible Gateway.

4. List some similarities and some differences between Daniel and yourself (circumstances, 
faith, daily choices, etc.)

Daniel 6

BIG IDEAS: Choose one or more of the following questions to answer (if you 
need more space, use a journal or an extra sheet of paper).

1.  

2.  

3.  

My own questions:

13



Hope in the One True King

His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his 
kingship is one that shall never be destroyed. - Daniel 7:14b

November 5

Who are the key CHARACTERS?

What CATCHES YOUR ATTENTION?
(concept, scripture line, anything!)

How is GOD AT WORK?

14

READ Daniel 7

What is HAPPENING? 
(setting, timeframe, plot)



Hope in the One True King

1. From verses 7:1-8, list the 4 beasts and their characteristics. Why do you think God uses 
beasts to represent earthly kingdoms? 

2. Look at verses 7:9, 13, 18, 22, 25, & 27. List the titles of God in each verse (i.e., “Ancient One” 
or “Ancient of Days”). Write who you think they represent and tell why. 

3. Compare the Kingdom of Heaven to kingdoms on earth:

(For inspiration, refer to Matthew 5:1-11 (Beatitudes), Revelation 21:1-4, Revelation 21:22 - 22:5)

4. Read Daniel 7:15 and 7:28. Despite the confidence that Daniel has in the Kingdom of God, how 
do these visions of kingdoms rising and falling affect Daniel? Give a specific example of how 
you might be troubled even if you have confidence in God’s ways. 

Daniel 7

BIG IDEAS: Choose one or more of the following questions to answer (if you 
need more space, use a journal or an extra sheet of paper).

1.  

2.  

3.  

My own questions:

Kingdom of Heaven kingdoms on earth

Longevity of kingdom

Occupants of the kingdom

Citizenship requirements

Ruler of the kingdom

Other

15



Hope in the One True King

“Gabriel, help this man understand the vision.” - Daniel 8:16b

November 12

Who are the key CHARACTERS?

What CATCHES YOUR ATTENTION?
(concept, scripture line, anything!)

How is GOD AT WORK?

16

READ Daniel 8

What is HAPPENING? 
(setting, timeframe, plot)



Hope in the One True King

1. Read Daniel’s vision (verses 1-14). Complete the table below describing various aspects of 
Daniel’s vision. 

2. Re-read verse 10 and compare to Luke 2:13-15. What is the host of heaven (NRSV)? Who 
is the “prince of the Host” in verse 11 (“Commander of heaven’s army” in some versions)?

3. What is Daniel’s reaction to the appearance of the angel Gabriel? Compare Gabriel’s 
purpose here to his appearances in Luke 1:19 & 26. What are the reactions of the people 
he appears to in Luke? From these two stories, what did you learn about the angel 
Gabriel? 

Daniel 8

BIG IDEAS: Choose one or more of the following questions to answer (if you 
need more space, use a journal or an extra sheet of paper).

1.  

2.  

3.  

My own questions:

Animal in 
Vision

Number & Description 
of Original Horns What happens to the horns?

Ram

Goat

17



Hope in the One True King

Incline your ear, O my God, and hear… We do not present our supplication 
before you on the ground of our righteousness, but on the ground of your 

great mercies. – Daniel 9:18

November 19

Who are the key CHARACTERS?

What CATCHES YOUR ATTENTION?
(concept, scripture line, anything!)

How is GOD AT WORK?

18

READ Daniel 9

What is HAPPENING? 
(setting, timeframe, plot)



Hope in the One True King

1. Read verses 2-4, 11 and 13. What does Daniel refer to and depend on to make sense of 
the current situation of the Israelites? Evaluate the place of these elements in your own life.

2. Read Daniel 9: 3-19.  Note the following: for whom is he praying, what is he confessing, 
what is he asking for, what is his posture before God and how does he praise God? How 
does this inform your understanding of God?

3. Refer back Daniel 6:10 and describe his prayer life. Consider your prayer life. Complete the 
following charts and then ask yourself this question: “How would I like to change my 
prayer life?”

Daniel 9

BIG IDEAS: Choose one or more of the following questions to answer (if you 
need more space, use a journal or an extra sheet of paper).

1.  

2.  

3.  

My own questions:

When or if you pray, check the themes on 
the following list that you include.

❏ Praising God
Asking for:
❏ Things to happen or not happen
❏ Healing for yourself or others
❏ Forgiveness for sins in general
❏ Forgiveness for specific sins
❏ Wisdom or direction
❏ Rescue or protection
❏ Specific results 
❏ Personal improvement 
❏ Change in someone else
❏ Courage

❏ Other: _____________________

Of your prayers, estimate the % of time you 
devote to the following: (Must add up to 100%)

19

______ Praying for others
______ Praying for yourself
______ Praying for overarching things (i.e. end 

human trafficking)
______ Praying for a group in general (i.e. 

protection from fires for your 
neighborhood)

______ Praising God
______ Listening to God
______ Other: ________________________


