
Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

About this study  

The sermon series will consist of four elements (rescue, new community, destroy evil, new culture), 
each element having three individual messages. This package includes studies for the first two elements 
of the series. A second package will be issued shortly that contains studies that correspond to the last 
two elements. Note that there are not studies corresponding to the Introduction (sermon on September 
17th) or Wrap-up (sermon on December 17th). The studies can be done before the corresponding sermon 
or afterwards – your group can choose.   Enjoy! 

Schedule 

Date Key Theme Specific Topic Possible texts/stories 

September 17 Introduction to 
Series 

God’s mission; 
Hillside’s mission 

The ”wheel” and the four 
elements 

September 24 Rescue Lost People Story of lostness 
 

Luke 15  
Lost son, sheep, coin 
(Gen. 3:8-19, Rom. 1:18-22) 

October 1 Rescue Lost People Story of rescue (God’s heart) 
 

Luke 15 
 

October 8 Rescue Lost People Story of rescue (our part) Luke 15 
2 Corinthians 5:16-20 

October 15 Be the New 
Community 

Indwelling of the Holy Spirit Acts 2, Romans 8:14-16, 
2 Corinthians 1:22,  
Ephesians 1:14 

October 22 Be the New 
Community 

Barriers we face Acts 2, Galatians 3:25-29, 
Ephesians 2:11-22 

October 29 Be the New 
Community 

Practices from the past   Acts 2, Galatians 2:11-21, 
Ephesians 4:14-16 

November 5 Destroying Evil Jesus rejects Satan’s 
Kingdom 

Luke 4:1-13 

November 12 Destroying Evil Good news to the poor Luke 4:14-18, Amos 2:6-7, 
Isaiah 61 

November 19 Destroying Evil Principalities & powers; 
dangers & realities 

Luke 4: 31-43,  
Ephesians 6:10-12, 
Colossians 2:15,  
Revelations 18 

November 26 New Creation 
Culture 

Compare to Rev 2 and 3 Revelation 21 & 22 

December 3 New Creation 
Culture 

 Revelation 21 & 22 

December 10 New Creation 
Culture 

 Revelation 21 & 22 

December 17 Wrap-up Summary/recap of series No study provided 

December 24 Christmas Eve   

December 31 New Year’s Eve   

 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Sermon Date: September 24 
Key Theme / Text / Title: Rescue Lost People / Luke 15 / Lostness 
 
1. Read Luke 15. This chapter contains three parables involving lostness. What do vs 1 and 2 suggest is the 

backdrop for the three parables Jesus goes on to tell in this chapter? What do the Pharisees focus on? In the 
parables Jesus shares, what common point does He make about lostness and its eventual resolution? What 
point does Jesus make through these stories about the joy experienced in restoring what is lost to the state of 
being found? 

 
 
 
 
2. In contrast to the subjects of the other two parables in Luke 15, the prodigal son makes an intentional choice 

that leads to his state of lostness. What do you suppose led the son to take action to (a.) ask his father for his 
share of the inheritance, and (b.) leave home to venture out on his own? 

 
 
 
 
3. In vs 17-19, the story tells us the prodigal son “came to himself” and decided to return home. What do you 

think the son realized about his lostness that led him to make the intentional choice to go home and, once 
again, face his father with another request?  

 
 
 
 
4. Do we seek to get lost or do we get lost because we (intentionally) turn away from God and find ourselves in a 

place that isn’t what we expected? Consider Adam and Eve (Genesis 3: 8-19) and Jonah (see Jonah 1). In these 
two stories, how do our subjects find themselves in a state of lostness?  Do you think Adam/Eve and Jonah feel 
as lost as the prodigal son? Is there a common cause that leads to each case of lostness? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
5. In our study last year in Romans, we read Paul’s view on how we each arrive at our state of lostness? Read 

Romans 1:18-22.  What does Paul say is the reason(s) we become lost? Based on this, how can we become 
found? Does getting found completely resolve our issues? 

 
 
 
 
6. In the three parables, only the lost son has the capability to bring about getting found – the sheep is too dumb 

and the silver coin is beyond dumb. What does this say to you about those we see each day who may be 
feeling as lost as the prodigal son? Can we see their lostness or even perceive it? If so, what can we do to help 
in resolving the lostness of another?  

 
 
 
  
7. What is your story of lostness? What decisions did you make to get there? How did you arrive at 

knowing/realizing you were, in fact, lost? What then compelled you to pursue becoming found? 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Additional considerations: 

• For the three parables told in Luke 15, do you see significance in the order in which the three 
parables are told? Why do you suppose Jesus chose to do stories about such different subjects (a 
lamb, a coin, a father and his two sons)? 

• Thinking further about the prodigal son, the story ends with his father saying the son was lost and 
now is found. How would you describe the lostness of the son? What does Jesus mean when he says 
the son is now found? Who found who? 

• The sheep and coin in these Luke 15 parables become lost, but each subject had one who had 
responsibility over seeking them out - the sheep and the coin were not going to save themselves. 
Unlike the sheep and the coin, the son had the capability to change his situation. But first, he had to 
“come to himself” and understand his situation, then make a decision about how to act toward 
resolving it. The son’s father, it could be argued, had some responsibility over the son but, like our 
relationship with our Heavenly Father, we too can elect to not recognize that responsibility (and 
willingness) to care for us – even reject it.    

• Adam and Eve, we read in the Genesis passage, decide to depart from God’s instructions and do the 
very thing He told them not to do. The consequence was learning about good and evil. This learning 
explained what they had just done: they could choose doing good or doing evil. This learning was 
now part of their DNA - choosing was ever before them. What were their first actions upon 
acquiring this new learning (Gen. 3:7 ff)? Do you see parallels between Adam and Eve’s acquisition 
of learning and the prodigal son’s acquisition of his inheritance? Explain.  

• Why did Jonah disobey God? How did he choose to avoid following God’s instruction?  What caused 
Jonah to change his mind and repent? 

• Consider other stories in the Gospels in which Jesus encounters one who is lost and in need of 
becoming found – do you see a pattern in these interactions. Look at this example in John 4:1-39 
about a Samaritan women Jesus met at a well. Was she lost? What sense do you get from the story 
about her relationship/standing with God; her relationship/standing within her community? How 
does Jesus bring her to a point of realization of her lostness? Do you think she gets found? Explain.  

• Paul used to be “Saul”, one dedicated to Jewishness which included hunting down Christians and 
persecuting them. Do you think Paul thought back to his past and considered this time to be his 
period of being lost? Look at Paul’s rescue story (Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-19). How lost was Saul/Paul? How 
was he found?  What role did God have in this story? 

 
  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Sermon Date: October 1 
Key Theme / Text / Title: Rescue Lost People / Luke 15 / Rescue, Part One: God’s Heart 
 
1. Read Luke 15. Each of these parables raises a tension between the tragedy of something valued going missing, 

becoming lost; and, that thing suddenly becoming found and restored. Describe that feeling of relief, even joy, 
over finding the lost item – in these parables and from an example in your own life.  

 
 
 
 
2. In the prodigal son story, the father appears to be open to his son’s request to receive his due in property. Do 

you think he agreed willingly, eager for his son to take control of his destiny; or, do you think he felt obliged to 
honor the commitment he made to share his wealth and was actually reticent to fulfill this request? At this 
point, do you think the father behaved like a good father? Explain.   

 
 
 
 
3. When the son “comes to himself” and returns home (Luke 15:17-21), what does the son now say to/ask of his 

father? What strikes you as right/correct about the son’s posture before the father? How do you suppose this 
posture prepared the son for the father’s reaction? 

 
 
 
 
4. In Luke 15:20-24, how does the father react to the son’s return? What does this now tell you about the 

feelings of the father toward his son? Does the father raise anything about the request and the son’s 
behaviors that led to the inheritance being squandered? How is that meaningful? 

 
 
 
 
5. The stories in Luke 15 are parables; i.e., they speak to a deeper truth beyond the story itself. Each story ends 

with one who is overjoyed with the lost becoming found.  Jesus’ point in these stories is that God rejoices 
(along with all of heaven) when one of His own is rescued and restored. Why is God so happy? What is it in His 
nature that would cause Him to have such compassion (as demonstrated by the prodigal son’s father) after 
being so disregarded and snubbed?   

 
 
 
 
6. Consider the Old Testament (yes, the whole thing) and the story of Israel. Are they not very much like the 

prodigal son? Explain. How did/does God teach us about His heart through His provision for Israel then/now?  
 
 
 
  

7. Did God (and all of heaven) rejoice when you were restored?  Are you convinced of this? Read Luke 15:20, 
then spend time with your Father in prayer about your prodigal journey and homecoming – do you sense Him 
embracing you?    



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Additional considerations: 

• As the prodigal son “comes to himself”, he develops his speech that he wants to deliver to his father 
upon his return. It is about repentance and a new request. When he arrives he does not get to 
present this full speech. Instead, the father appears to cut him off and delivers his own speech and 
then gives instructions to his servant to adorn his son. What do you suppose happened? What does 
this say about the father and his view of his son? 

• After the son repents before the father (v21), we hear nothing more from this son but we do hear 
from his brother (but that is for next week!). What significance do you give to the prodigal son 
moving into the background of this story at this point?    

• In calling for the celebration on his son’s return to begin, the father says in v24 that “my son was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!”  Why do you suppose the father considered his 
son dead? What is it that now makes the father declare his son to be alive?  

• Over the years, this story in Luke about the father with two sons has been called by various titles. 
Most common is the Prodigal Son. Another is the Prodigal Father. How can that be? The definition of 
prodigal is: having or giving something on a lavish scale. The son fits this definition by virtue of the 
wealth he obtained from his share of the inheritance given by his father, and his ensuing lifestyle 
that led to this wealth being squandered, leaving him penniless. What about the father? In what 
ways was the father lavish in having/giving? What insights does this give you about the roles of 
these two prodigal characters? 

• David was called out by God as being one who was after His own heart (see 1 Samuel 13:14 and Acts 
13:22). We know that David did and wrote great things, but he also sinned in grievous ways. How 
then could God consider David as one after His own heart? In what ways do you recall David 
exhibiting this tendency to be after God’s own heart?  Can we too be like David and become people 
who are after God’s own heart? What does this transition look like for you? 

• Dr. Helmut Thielicke wrote a commentary on this parable. He did not refer to it as "The Prodigal 
Son," but instead he called it the parable of "The Waiting Father."  Do you see this as a fitting title 
for this parable? Why? What does it reveal about the heart of God? What else in this parable can 
you list about the characteristics of God and His heart? 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Sermon Date: October 8 
Key Theme / Text / Title: Rescue Lost People / Luke 15 / Rescue, Part Two: Our Part 
 
1. Read Luke 15. Consider each parable in turn and note how others play a part in the rescue and restoration 

process.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. In the parable of the prodigal son, what was the father’s older son doing when the prodigal son returned 

home (see v25ff)?  How did he react to the good news regarding his brother? How does he describe his 
brother’s misadventure (v29)? How do you feel about the older brother’s reaction – does he raise valid points?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What does the father do to reach out to his oldest son once this son learns of the news of his brother’s return? 

Do you see a difference in how the father approaches his older son? Explain. The father in v 32 repeats to his 
older son the statement he made to his household in v24. What significance do you think this has?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Again, this parable, like the others, points to a greater truth. What is Jesus teaching us about the older 

brother? Who does the older brother represent?  What is it that the older brother should be doing regarding 
his brother’s safe return and repentant attitude? What is our lesson here? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-20. What is Paul’s teaching here to the early church with respect to how we are to 

view others (i.e., if we are each now a new creation)?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Compare the call in the 2 Corinthians passage (to become Christ’s ambassadors to the lost and newly found 

peoples in God’s creation) to the example of the older brother in the prodigal son parable described in Luke 
15:25-32. What insights come to mind as you make this comparison?  How do these insights apply to you?  

 
  

    



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Additional considerations: 

• In this parable of the prodigal son, do you sense any remorse by the older son that his brother 
left home and/or relief that he is back home? 

• How do you suppose the older brother came to believe the younger brother ventured out with 
the inheritance and lived a lavish lifestyle (see v30)?  

• In vs 20-30, the older brother’s reveals his views about his devotion to his father. He asks why 
his father hasn’t throw him a party (a BBQ with a fatted calf inviting all the older son’s friends) 
to celebrate his years of obediently following his father wishes.  What is wrong with the older 
brother’s thinking and his expectations of his father?  What is wrong with the older brother’s 
view of his younger sibling – why should he be joining in the celebration? 

• Is it possible that the older brother, and his apparent apathetic view of his younger brother, 
contributed to his younger brother’s decision to leave home in the first place? 

• In the 2 Corinthians 5:16-20 passage, how is it that we are to consider ourselves and fellow 
believers as new creations? How do we avoid ‘looking down on them’ as lost people, unworthy 
of our efforts? The prodigal son “came to himself” all alone (except for the pigs) and he was at 
the end of his proverbial rope. One who tended pigs was not to be associated with due to the 
Jewish customs – you can’t get more “unclean” than tending pigs! Can we look at those who are 
lost as equivalent to the lost son tending pigs? 

• What does it mean to be an “ambassador for Christ?” Ambassadors, by definition, bring a 
message to another people as charged by the ambassador’s leader. What is our message, and to 
whom are we taking that message?  

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Sermon Date: October 15 
Key Theme / Text / Title: Be the New Community / Acts 2 / The Spirit’s Indwelling 
 
1. What defines a community in terms of traits, characteristics and organization?  Does a community require 

order and common purpose to function?  How many communities are you a part of right now?   
 
 
 
 
 
2. Read Acts 2:1-13. What do you see here that marks the beginning of a new community? What will this new 

community have as its own set of traits, characteristics and organization?  
 
 
 
 
3. The formation of this new community described in Acts 2 is the church, and it is enabled by the Holy Spirit. 

How does Holy Spirit enablement ‘change the game’ in the way this new community starts and grows?  Read 
through the rest of Acts 2, particularly vs 41 ff. What was the net result of the establishment of this new 
community? Are there elements in this passage that you see evident in the Hillside community? 

 
 
 
 
 
4. Paul writes in Romans 8:14-16 about the leading of the Holy Spirit. What does he say happens when we allow 

the Holy Spirit to be our leader and guide – first, from an individual perspective, and then as a community? 
What is the actual role/purpose of the Holy Spirit in our lives? Explain, using your own personal experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
5. We see in 2 Corinthians 1:22 and Ephesians 1:14 that the gift of the Holy Spirit is both God’s seal on us as well 

as an active agent working indwelling our hearts as a guarantee.  What do these two Holy Spirit attributes 
mean and why are both important?  How does these relate to our membership in our new community?     

 
 
 
 
 
6. What are proofs to you of the Holy Spirit’s work in your life? Do you recognize His work in you on a daily, on-

going basis?  Explain. How does the Holy Spirit at work in you as a result of being part of the Hillside 
community? Does the Holy Spirit work through you in other Christian communities? Explain.  

 
 
 
 
    
7. Based on this study, how important is it to be a connected part of the Hillside community? Are you connected 

enough, and how so?  
  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Additional considerations: 

• David was selected by God to be Israel’s king because he had a heart after God’s own heart. Read 
about David’s selection and anointing in 1 Samuel 16:1-13. Note in v13 how David receives the Holy 
Spirit following his anointing. David went on to become the true king of the people, uniting them in 
one kingdom (community). David’s gift of having a heart after God’s own heart, with the 
enablement of the Holy Spirit, led him to do amazing things that would refocus the people on their 
God, in worship and in how they lived their lives. Look at a few of the Psalms David wrote (with the 
Spirit’s guidance) for the benefit of his (and our) community (e.g., Psalm 4, 11, 20, 29). 

• Foundational to our community life is God Himself, who is a triune person: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. God exists in community with Himself. His design for us is to join Him in that community along 
with other believers.  

• Jesus, when teaching on how to pray (see Matthew 6) guided that we go into our room and shut the 
door so that we were not, like the Pharisees doing prayer “for show”. He offered a model prayer for 
us to use. When you read the Lord’s Prayer, you’ll see that it is not using the singular (“my”, “I” and 
“me”) but refers to a group, using “our”, “us”, and “we”. Even in this prayer for us to use while alone 
in our rooms, we are encouraged to use language that is inclusive of the community that we belong 
to: the community of believers. 

• Communities without the Holy Spirit as the enabler and guide can go horribly wrong. When the 
people of a community are not focused on God, they thwart the Spirit. Consider these famous 
examples of early communities from the Old Testament: 

o The community Noah lived within (Genesis 6) 
o Tower of Babel (Genesis 11) 
o Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18-19) 
o Nineveh (Jonah) 

God intervened with His plan of “judgment” against each of these communities. Note in particular 
the “negotiation” that Abraham entered into with God about saving Sodom. Also, in the case of 
Nineveh, he stopped judgment once Jonah delivered the message and Nineveh responded. What 
insights does this give you about our role in the world today?  

• In Acts 2, Peter delivers his message to a large and diverse group of visiting “pilgrims” who have 
come from all over the broad region around Jerusalem to worship God. He, in essence, announces 
(with the aid of the Holy Spirit for translation) that there is a community that is now forming that 
can include them, and they can worship the true God and be saved. Does this first century message 
still apply to fit today’s message to be deliver in our corner of the world?  

• If you scan through Paul’s missionary journeys, you find that his first stop in a new city was typically 
the local synagogue. Certainly, as a Jew, this was where his people could readily be found. He saw 
the benefit of connecting and beginning his outreach about Jesus in that community setting – the 
center point for meeting, worship and learning.   

• This lesson brings out the point that the Holy Spirit has a “function” through the indwelling in each 
believer – one common Spirit to help us interact. Think about metaphors Jesus used about the 
church and His kingdom. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in these analogies (e.g., In a building, 
Jesus is the Cornerstone, we are the blocks fitted upon one another, the Holy Spirit is like the mortar 
or grout or “glue” that enables the fit and holding together of the “rough” pieces coming together to 
form a strong bond)? What do these teachings suggest about the imperative of us being in 
community in order to grow in understanding and faith? 
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Sermon Date: October 22 
Key Theme / Text / Title: Be the New Community / Acts 2 / Barriers we face 
 
1. Read Acts 2. In his message to the crowd, Peter made clear that God’s intention was to get the word out 

regarding His mission and, in doing so, would break down barriers. What does Peter mention that breaks 
down the walls of Jewish (and broader) culture? 

 
 
 
 
2. The first days of the early church must have been amazing. But a fast growing community introduces an 

unknown factor – more people. Acts 2:44 and Acts 4:32 say they had all things in common. Now read Acts 5. 
What happened? Why was this so serious a transgression that it called for such drastic corrective measures?  

 
 
 
 
3. Following the incident with Ananias & Sapphira, we read of another threat to the early church: the non-

believing community. Scan Acts 5:17 through Acts 8:3. What incidents occur that challenge the church? What 
are the external influences we see today that become barriers to being the new community we should be?  

 
 
 
 
 
4. As Paul visited and wrote to his new church plants, his letters contain guidance to these new communities 

about dealing with a more serious challenge: issues within the body of believers. Scan these passages: Romans 
14, 1 Corinthians 1:10-17, 1 Corinthians 8, Galatians 1:6-10. What are the threats and barriers these examples 
reveal were faced by the early church? Do any of these remain as threats and barriers for us today at Hillside? 

 
 
 
 
5. Paul wrote to the Galatian church about unity. He argued that the law condemned us by whatever means we 

each failed to obey, but grace is given to all in equal measure. Read Galatians 3:25-29. How does this passage 
compare to the sermon Peter delivered in Acts 2, particularly vs 14-21?  

 
 
 
 
 
6. In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul writes in chapter 2 (vs 11-22) how Christ has broken down the walls of 

hostility we can have between one another. To what is he referring here?  Is this your experience today – do 
we have walls still standing between one another as we fellowship and worship together at Hillside? 

 
 
 
    

7. As you consider this topic and then meet with your group, what barriers do you think may exist that hinder 
moving toward being the new community? What can you see working on together to resolve such barriers? 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Additional considerations: 

• Pentecost relates to the celebration Jews observed called the Festival of Weeks (Hebrew: Shavuot), 
or also the Feast of Harvest (see Deuteronomy 16:9). It marked the passage of 50 days from 
observing Passover. 

• Why was the Acts 2 Pentecost experience so effective in pulling together so large and diverse a 
group of people (3000) into a community that was so close relationally, so open and accepting of 
each other, and willing to practice sacrificial sharing?  Is it solely the work of the Holy Spirit? 
Remember that Pentecost was a festival/feast for the Jews around the time of Christ, and many 
came from the surrounding areas to observe the law by gathering together.  What did they already 
have in common?  What was it in the message they heard spoken by Peter (through the miraculous 
work of the Spirit that had just filled Peter) that changed everything for them and compelled so 
deep a change evidenced by the new community that had formed?  

• We each undertake a journey to grow our understanding of God, His expectations of us, and how 
the Spirit works in us together with our faith to accomplish His purposes (Lord’s Prayer: Thy will be 
done).  We have our own “homework” to do; but is a part of that homework to be done in 
community? Facing, identifying, and working to resolve barriers that impact our community being 
what God intended it to be is a part of that journey. Think of the exodus out of Egypt by the early 
Jews as an analogy to the Day of Pentecost. As the Old Testament teaches, Moses came, miracles 
were done, and Pharaoh was compelled to release the people. On one great day, the captive Jewish 
slaves came together and left Egypt in mass as the new community of God. Can you recall the 
challenges they experienced as they left Egypt and wandered in the land (a journey) toward the 
homeland that God had promised them? What parallels come to mind between their challenges 
then and ours today?   

• The Corinthian church encountered many challenges as we read through Paul’s first letter to them. 
They were also richly blessed as we read in Paul’s opening remarks (1 Corinthians 1: 4-9) – they were 
not lacking in any spiritual gift!  Yet, as we know, gifts are given to God’s people but the gifts will 
differ according to each one who receives. Differences can be divisive.  Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, 
Paul’s preamble to his famous 1 Corinthians 13 passage. We see that practicing God’s love is 
required to overcome our nature to judge one another, comparing what you have to what I have, 
seeing that we are different, and then trying to rationalize why I’m still okay even though I am 
different – yet we all fit together in the church. One body with many members. How is this analogy 
of us being one body together an effective image in helping us see why barriers in community must 
be broken down and removed? How is the Holy Spirit the right agent to help us with this? 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Sermon Date: October 29 
Key Theme / Text / Title: Be the New Community / Acts 2 / Practices in community 
 
1. Read Acts 2, focusing on vs 37 - 47. What did the people who received the message from Peter and the other 

disciples do to become (a) believers, and then (b) a functioning new community? Name the practices that 
became the hallmarks of this new community. 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Last week we looked at barriers/walls that can keep us apart instead of bonding together within the new 

community. A key to enable such life together can be seen in Jesus’ example. Look at what Paul writes about 
in Philippians 2:1-8.  How is Paul’s teaching, and Jesus’ example, a necessary element in body life? How does 
the Holy Spirit help us with living into this teaching?  

 
 
 
 
 
3. Differences and conflicts will surface, just as they did in the early church. Read Galatians 2:11-21. What is 

happening in Paul’s example and how does it relate to the importance of working out differences and coming 
to a common understanding to support a healthy community? Again, how does the Holy Spirit help us? 

 
 
 
 
 
4. In Ephesians 4:14-16, Paul teaches that speaking the truth in love with one another enables each member of 

the body to grow, and together, the whole body grows. What is Paul talking about – speaking the truth in 
love? How do we do that? What is the risk? How can that risk be mitigated and turned into a blessing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Communion is a core practice to our worship and it is designed to be done in community, because it brings 

community together. It includes very personal actions: we each approach and receive/take in the bread and 
the cup. Couldn’t we simply do that at home? Consider Jesus’ last supper with His disciples, during which he 
established this practice. What does this model suggest about why communion is a community practice, not 
an individual practice? How do we, as a community of believers, benefit by this corporate practice? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Why should a faith community have and observe on-going practices – those that are part of worship and those 

that are more social in nature? How do such common practices foster community life? Explain. 
    

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series - Fall 2017 – Joining the Mission of God 

Additional considerations: 

• We adopted Acts 2:42 as the scriptural basis for Hillside’s 8:00 service. We enjoy fellowship, pray 
together, accept teaching (in an interactive way) and then share in communion. We end each 
service with a song sung together, standing as one and looking toward each other as a way of 
passing on a parting blessing.  What are other practices we do at Hillside that make you feel 
included, accepted, recognized and integrated as part of the community?    

• The Galatians 2 passage brings to light a difficult situation within the early church in Jerusalem. 
Peter and the leaders in Jerusalem were constantly on watch due to persecution from the 
government as well as the Jewish authorities who saw this Christian church start-up as an affront to 
the Jewish traditions and way. Paul, not a stranger to conflicts with authorities (nor a people-pleaser 
– see Galatians 1:10), made it clear that the issue was one of faith in God – God (and Paul) would 
not condone hypocrisy that conflicted with the teaching of grace to all. The issue, commentators 
explain, involved events where meals were served and Jew and Gentile came together. But, a 
“practice” had emerged where the Jews ate in a separate area from the Gentiles so that Jewish 
dietary customs could be maintained.  The result: Gentiles felt they were second class citizens – not 
joint heirs/sons with their Jewish brothers. This was in conflict with Peter’s Acts sermon (2:14-21).  
Paul speaks truth, in love, with force because the Peter and the other leaders have nullified Jesus’ 
act of grace, and even negated Christ’s purpose on the cross. Was Paul providing this story to the 
Galatians as a way to boast? Oddly, this story which features Paul as the protagonist, in essence, 
tells the Galatians that he, Paul, can be called up by them for any acts of hypocrisy they see/hear in 
Paul for correction – just as Paul corrected Peter.  As confident as Paul was, I think he took being 
humbled (as in being corrected) as a serious thing. According to current research on healthy 
churches, this is today the mark of solid church leadership: leaders must act with great humility and 
openness.  

• In Matthew 18:15-20, Jesus teaches about handling conflict when one sins against another. It is in 
this context that He says: “where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am among them”. 
This passages refers to “witnesses” to the offence that has occurred. Commentators link this 
passage to Deuteronomy 19:15-21 which establishes the basis of law. Two or three witnesses must 
come forward and stand before the Lord, and the priests and judges on duty, to substantiate the 
claim of wrong-doing.  The priests and judges will question and discern – false witness is dealt with 
harshly. It is in this passage that we see the phrase: eye for eye, tooth for tooth.  As in the 
Deuteronomy passage, an objective Jesus states is purging evil (compare Deut. 19:19 with Matt. 
18:17) but His approach allows for more grace and is not so harsh as in Old Testament times. Is this 
emphasis on reconciliation banking on the work of the Holy Spirit in each of us? Jesus is among us, 
acting as our High Priest. The Holy Spirit works in our hearts to convict and to point to truth. This 
work to become a new community requires God to be in the middle, enabling and teaching us, in an 
on-going process. Is it reasonable to say that the means (this reconciliation process we are to carry 
out) is more important than the end (determining resolution of the dispute)?   

• Jesus established the model for what we do today as communion. During the last supper with His 
disciples, a celebration of Passover, Jesus uses the structure of this ritualized meal that points to the 
rescue by God of the people from slavery in Egypt (recall, the sacrifice of the lamb whose blood was 
painted on the sills of each home’s doorway to protect families from the Angel of Death – this 
plague took Pharaoh’s son and broke Pharaoh’s resistance to freeing Israel). Again, God planned a 
rescue, and Jesus is the lamb who was slain, and we are the people (community) that is led out of 
captivity and into freedom.  Taking the elements of communion are to be done to remind us of His 
saving act – done for the people (community). 

 


