
Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life

From Jeff: About this sermon series and study…  

We are called by Jesus to be His witnesses of the Gospel in the world: this great news promising 
salvation from sin and death for all who adopt a heart of repentance and enter into His conversion, 
destined for heaven - not hell, agents of the kingdom of God on earth, spreading righteousness, living 
proof of His peace and joy. 

The problem is that many of us, for all practical purposes, are mute about our faith.  And the reason for 
this is not that we don’t believe in this good news narrative, but that we don’t know how to articulate to the 
culture around us that good news that we truly believe without sounding clichéd or religious or weird.  And 
the old standard words that we have been given through the Bible and Christian history remain fuzzy and 
hard to define for us and are no longer common words that folks readily understand. They feel unwieldy 
and clumsy in our hands.  Without clarity around, and confidence in, our key messaging words, we opt for 
leaving them behind, preferring actions instead of words, as opposed to marrying our actions and words 
together.  Our actions then often hang in the world out of context, undefined by the worldview that is 
actually propelling them. 

At Hillside we are taking up the challenge to be a journeying people who are bringing the kingdom of God 
to our corner of the world. Our everyday cry is “on earth as it is in heaven”! To equip our community in this 
robust venture, we want to take time this fall to simply and clearly define the most important terms that 
constitute the good news message with which we have been entrusted.  Our goal in this sermon series 
will be to promote clear understanding of each of these terms, and in the freedom of clarity, to equip our 
community to be able to paraphrase these terms into more common words and metaphors and thus feel 
empowered to share our faith with friends and family in ways that are natural, understandable, and faithful 
to the truth we have been given. 

Sermon schedule… 

1. Witness:   9/9/18   

2. Gospel:   9/16/18 

3. Salvation:   9/23/18 

4. Sin and Death:  9/30/18 

5. Repentance:  10/7/18  

6. Conversion:  10/14/18 

7. Hell:   10/21/18 

8. Heaven:   10/28/18 

9. Kingdom of God:  11/4/18 

10. Righteousness:  11/11/18 

11. Peace:   11/18/18 

12. Joy:   11/25/18  

Part 1

Part 2

Part 3
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Sermon Date: September 9 
Vocabulary word of the week: Witness 

1. For general discussion: What do you understand the term witness to mean? How does the world use 
this term? How do you suppose the world understands our use of the term? What does a witness do: 
speak words, write, do specific actions, behave in a certain manner?  

2. The call to be a witness for God began in the Old Testament. Read Isaiah 43. In this passage, what 
is a witness, what is the message of a witness, and what is required of us to be witnesses? 

3. Jesus says in Acts 1 “…you shall be my witnesses …” What was His expectation of the Apostles, 
and now of us? In this passage, what enables being a witness? Are you so enabled? Explain. 

4. Paul (Saul) persecuted believers, but was confronted by Jesus and became a believer, and then a 
witness. In one of his early letters, he wrote about this new role for himself. Read 2 Corinthians 
5:18-21. How does Paul describe what he means by being a witness? What is fitting (or not) about 
his synonym (noun) to describe being a witness for God?  

5. We have all encountered the “sports fan”, one wearing their team’s jersey and/or hat, and when you 
ask about their team – oh boy, you hear all about it. Should being God’s witness be like that? For us 
to be effective witnesses, what should we be wearing or otherwise displaying to support our 
message?  Where do we go to be a witness, and is there a right time for us to act our part?  Explain. 

6. Why do you suppose the idea of being a witness and witnessing to others about Jesus is scary or 
uncomfortable for many believers? What would make it easier/natural for you to be a witness? How 
might you say things differently this week if the occasion arises? 
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Vocabulary this week…  
• How does this word/term become relevant in your life? Ask God daily and He’ll show you!  Share with 

experience with your group… 

• Have you heard this term used in common speech? What came to mind when you heard it? Did you 
hear another word used this week that can convey the same meaning – if so, would it fit into your 
vocabulary to use? 

Your notes: 

Vocabulary background: Witness 
• Greek lexicon (summarized extracts): 

o The Greek word used in Acts 1:8 is martus which translate as “witness”. It is noted in Strong’s 
Lexicon that the Greek word “witness” can be interpreted as one having: legal grounds (e.g., 
“I signed the document”), historical grounds (e.g., “I was there and saw it”), and ethical 
grounds (“I claimed it was true at the expense of my life”).  Do you see the similarity between 
the Greek word martus and our word “martyr”? Have you thought of yourself in this way?  In 
the first century, Christians certainly died for their unwavering belief. Physical risk for belief is 
still a risk in today’s world. But, once we profess Him, don’t we each lay down our lives? 

• Siri 
o A person who sees an event, gives sworn testimony in a court, or provides proof/evidence. 

Your “new” definition of this word (in your own language): 

What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “witness”)  
• Despite the slowness, the infidelity, the errors and sins it committed and might still commit against its 

members, the Church, trust me, has no other meaning and goal but to live and witness Jesus. (Pope 
Francis) 

• Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee? (Pontius Pilate speaking to Jesus) 

• A courtroom is inherently dramatic… even though you think you know what a witness is going to say, 
you can be wrong. Witnesses surprise you. (Marcia Clark) 

• Think about it: virtually every atrocity in the history of humankind was enabled by a populace that 
turned away from a reality that seemed too painful to face, while virtually every revolution for peace 
and justice has been made possibly by a group of people who chose to bear witness and demanded 
that others bear witness as well. (Melanie Joy) 

• Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? (Jesus, Luke 6:46) 

• Jesus’ plan called for action, and how He expressed it predicted its success. He didn't say "you 
*might* be my witnesses," or "you *could* be my witnesses," or even "you *should* be my witnesses." 
He said "you *will* be my witnesses. (Charles Swindoll) 

• Witnessing is not flowing with the current of the river but observing the flow from the bank of the river. 
(Amit Ray) 

• If the stones that we walked on could talk, they would surely tell our story. (Nico Genes)  

• The greatest way to witness is through the life you live. Let the radiance of your Christian life be such 
that it will make others ask questions about your faith. (Billy Graham) 

• Your reactions to the above… 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Sermon Date: September 16 
Vocabulary word of the week: Gospel 

1. For general discussion: What do you understand the term Gospel to mean? How do you suppose the 
world understands our use of the term? What does Gospel mean in the New Testament (cite a verse 
if one comes to mind)?  How does today’s Christian culture use this term – and is it consistent?  

2. The Gospel is a New Testament term, in fact, its subject – it is the basis of our salvation. So, why do 
we still need the Old Testament? Is there a glimpse of the New Testament “good news” before the 
book called the Gospel According to Matthew? Use an on-line tool (such as BibleHub.com; ask your 
friends for other ideas on tools they use!) to explore how the Old Testament anticipates the “good 
news” which we see today as our Gospel.  

3. Luke describes how Jesus began His ministry starting in Luke 4:14. Read Luke 4:16-21. How does 
Jesus connect Himself with the Old Testament, His current mission, and His future purpose?  How is 
Jesus Himself a critical element of the Gospel? 

4. Paul’s mission was to go out into the world and share the Gospel with Gentiles. With those outside of 
a Jewish culture, Paul needed to explain the whole thing (Old Testament, Jesus and the Gospel). 
Look at these passages and, for each, identify the elements that are part of a Gospel definition: 
a. Romans 5:8-11 

b. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 

c. 2 Corinthians 5:14-19 

d. Titus 2:11-14 

5. Imagine: a child asks you: “I heard the word “Gospel” at school today – it is something about good 
news. What does it mean?” Construct a simple and concise answer from two perspectives: 
a. The good news is… 

b. On the other hand, the bad news is… 

6. The word “rescue” has been used to describe the Gospel message.  The idea of a rescue is a 
common theme in many movies. What is your favorite “rescue” movie(s)? In what ways is your movie 
like the Gospel? How could you tell others about the Gospel, but describe it in a movie-like manner?  
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Vocabulary this week…  
• As you go about your normal routine this week and encounter people, what do they speak of as “good 

news” – stories and events in their lives that clearly bring them great happiness and joy? Note if these 
stories and events have lasting impact in their lives like our good news in Christ.   

Your notes: 

Vocabulary background: Gospel 
• Hebrew/Greek lexicon (summarized extracts): 

o From the Greek word, evangelion, meaning “good news.” 
o While not used as such in the Old Testament, the phrase “good news” does appear in a 

number of verses, many with prophetic implications. 
o Linked to the one expected from Old Testament prophecies to be the savior of all (see Isaiah 

chapters 9 and 42), commonly referred to as the Messiah by the Jews.   
• Siri 

o The Old English translation of the Greek term, evangelion, meaning “good news.” It originally 
meant the Christian message but, in the 2nd century, it came to be used for the books at the 
beginning of today’s New Testament in which the message was set out (Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John). 

Your “new” definition of this word (in your own language):  

What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “Gospel”)  
• God writes the Gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the flowers and clouds and 

stars. (Martin Luther) 

• Gospel goes with me wherever I go. Gospel is a constant with me. (Aretha Franklin) 

• Preach the Gospel at all times and, when necessary, use words. (unknown) 

• I would sit on the street corners in my hometown of Indianola, Mississippi, and I would play. And, 
generally, I would start playing gospel songs. People would come by on the street - and they would 
always compliment me on gospel tunes, but they would tip me when I played blues. (B.B. King) 

• The Gospel is not a theory; the Gospel is not a philosophy or an idea; the Gospel is not a way of 
thinking or feeling. The Gospel is an event in history. (John Piper) 

• When you are giving people the Gospel, you are giving them something to believe, and you have to 
set the stage for that. You don't just drive up and dump the truck and drive off. (Charles R. Swindoll) 

• The gospel is not a doctrine of the tongue, but of life. It cannot be grasped by reason and memory 
only, but it is fully understood when it possesses the whole soul and penetrates to the inner recesses 
of the heart. (John Calvin) 

• The Law saith: Where is thy righteousness, goodness, and satisfaction? The Gospel saith: Christ is 
thy righteousness, goodness, and satisfaction. (Patrick Hamilton) 

• There is nothing attractive about the gospel to the natural man; the only man who finds the gospel 
attractive is the man who is convicted of sin. (Oswald Chambers) 

Your reactions to the above… 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Sermon Date: September 23 
Vocabulary word of the week: Salvation 

1. For general discussion: What do you understand the term salvation to mean? How do you suppose 
the world understands our use of the term? What does salvation mean in the New Testament (cite a 
verse that comes to mind)?  How does today’s Christian culture use this term – and is it consistent? 
For you, when did you know you were saved? How did you acquire your salvation? 

2. In Old Testament times, the law weighed heavily on Jews and 100% compliance was an impossible 
expectation. Therefore, salvation was difficult to obtain…or was it? Read these passages and 
comment on what the Old Testament is teaching on salvation: 
a. Genesis 15:1-6 

b. Habakkuk 2:4 

c. Psalm 49:8-16 

d. Leviticus 17:11 

e. Psalm 51:18-19  

3. While the law condemned people, faith saved people – but faith in what? Jesus was born into a 
culture of that Jewish law; being “saved” depended on sacrifices made by priests – an animal was 
sacrificed and its blood was offered up to God to atone for the sins of the people. Jesus explained His 
role in becoming the only sacrifice during the Passover meal just before His death. Read Matthew 
26:26-28. What is said here that defines the means by which we are saved?   

4. Paul was a proponent of the “faith saves” imperative of salvation. Look at these passages from 
Romans, then distill Paul’s theology on salvation down to a few words: 
a. Romans 1:16-17 
b. Romans 5:9 
c. Romans 8:24  
d. Romans 8:11 
e. Romans 10:10-13 

5. Having a sound basis for the theology of salvation is important, but then what do you do? Paul says 
in Philippians 2:12 that you are to “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” What is 
Paul teaching here and what is he exhorting us to do?  

6. Do people that we meet/work with each day think or care about salvation?  Paul was convinced they 
needed to care so he traveled extensively to witness about the Gospel so that people could obtain 
salvation. What makes salvation a topic that non-believing people need to hear about? If you were 
in Paul’s shoes but in today’s world, how would you explain it succinctly?    
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Vocabulary this week…  
• Salvation is a very churchy word. But when looking at its basic definition, you see phrases like 

deliverance from loss, rescue from harm, gaining safety, obtaining security and seeking protection 
from death. These are all very commonly understood notions and very much sought after by all. For a 
non-believer, what do you suppose constitutes salvation for themselves and their families? How 
does one go about securing this in their life? What risks are faced that make this hard?   

• In your neighborhood or workplace, be alert to how often secular salvation themes pop up, such as: 
Do I have enough insurance? I need to get a better job. Am I saving enough for retirement? I should 
eat better and exercise to improve my health.   Is there a connection that can be made between 
worldly salvation and eternal salvation that opens a conversation? 

Your notes: 

Vocabulary background: Salvation 
• Hebrew/Greek lexicon (summarized extracts): 

o The Hebrew word is yeshuah and means deliverance. Example: Moses said to the people, 
“Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will work for you today. 
For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again.” (Exodus 14:13) 

o The Greek word is soteria and means deliverance, safety, rescue; as in: God’s rescue which 
delivers believers out of destruction and into His safety. 

• Siri 
o Deliverance from sin and its consequences, believed by Christians to be brought about by 

faith in Christ; preservation from harm, ruin or loss. 

Your “new” definition of this word: 

What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “salvation”)  
• The greatest enemy to human souls is the self-righteous spirit which makes men look to themselves 

for salvation. (Charles Spurgeon) 

• When it comes to my salvation, all I need is Jesus; after my salvation, everything is Jesus plus the 
church... When people preach that all you need is Jesus, they cut you and I off from one of the 
greatest sources of healing, which is the body of Christ. Don't go it alone - you won't make it. (Josh 
McDowell) 

• I didn't have a fireworks moment for my salvation. I had a falling in love with Jesus in Sunday school 
when I was a very young child. (Beth Moore) 

• Three things are necessary for the salvation of man: to know what he ought to believe; to know what 
he ought to desire; and to know what he ought to do. (Thomas Aquinas) 

• There is no salvation in becoming adapted to a world which is crazy. (Henry Miller) 

Your reactions to the above… 
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Sermon Date: September 30 
Vocabulary word(s) of the week: Sin and Death 

1. For general discussion: What do you understand sin and death to mean? Why combine “sin” and 
“death” together – are they inseparable? How do you suppose the world understands Sin and 
Death? Does the world understand the relationship of “sin” with “death”?  

2. It only takes three chapters of the first book in the Bible before we encounter sin and death. Read 
Genesis 3. What happened, in basic terms? What was the consequence? In what ways does death 
become tied to sin in this story? Read Genesis 4:1-7. We see here the first use of the word “sin.” 
What does God mean by “sin is crouching at the door” in v.7? How does this relate to us? 

3. Read Matthew 1:18-23. The birth of Jesus is explained by the angel as necessitated by our sin 
condition. That condition separates us from God. What significance (and irony) is there to the 
prophesy cited in v23 in which the name Immanuel (God with us) is used?  

4. Paul’s letter to the Romans addresses the topic of sin and death in great detail. Read Romans 1. 
Using the phrase wrath of God, Paul describes the downward spiral of man’s decay as he moves 
away from God – and God let man go. Do you think the world around us sees that they are entrained 
in this downward flow? What evidence is in plain sight to all? When people raise the point about 
“things being wrong with this world”, how can this be an opportunity to introduce the remedy?   

5. In Romans 7, Paul takes on the argument that moral law is not the root cause – the law is not sin, it is 
our failure to follow it that is sin. What do you find compelling in this chapter about coming to grips 
with your sin condition? How would Paul’s argument presented here be received by a non-believer? 
How would you paraphrase Paul’s message for a non-believer (use simple, non-“churchy” words)? 

6. Death is inevitable but the world desperately seeks to avoid it. What do you suppose is more 
compelling to a non-believer: God is offering you a remedy to feeling bad about doing bad things; or, 
God is offering you the chance to live forever? When combined (and what a deal!), why do you 
suppose the non-believer still is hesitant or even put off?    

Extra credit! – Should the opportunity present itself and a friend or co-worker mention “death”, ask how 
they feel about that inevitable event in their life. Are they concerned, worried, in avoidance? See where 
that conversation goes (and trust God to be with you in that conversation). Remember you are now 
armed with new vocabulary regarding witness, gospel, salvation, and sin/death. 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Vocabulary this week…  
• This week, how does the notion of somebody’s wrong-doings along with the “need” for appropriate 

judgment and justice come up in your conversations with people? Well-known individuals in politics, 
business, and entertainment may be discussed – how do those you interact with react to the wrong-
doings of others? Do you think they can grasp the concept of our wrong-doings against God? How 
can this be translated into common talk? 

• The death penalty is an extremely touchy topic. Yet, few would argue that extreme wrong-doings 
should be matched with an extreme penalty. The guilty have no role in deciding their penalty; that is 
the job of society. We all live under the death penalty of sin; but, unlike the prisoner on death row, we 
possess the means by which we can obtain a full and complete pardon – even removing the offence 
from existence (“as far as the east is from the west”). How can this idea be phrased in common talk 
with someone you encounter who is struggling with wrongs done by people and the need for severe 
judgment?  

Your notes: 

Vocabulary background: Sin and Death 
• Hebrew/Greek lexicon (summarized extracts): 

o The Hebrew language has a number of words for “sin”: hata is the most common word and 
has an origin related to archery; i.e., ‘missing the mark’. Other words: pesha (trespass), 
aveira (transgression). These words and usage vary from displays of evil, or simply a 
mistake. The idea in Jewish culture is that no one is perfect, you can’t be since there are so 
many ways to fail to meet the standard. 

o “Death” in the modern Hebrew language is mavet. It has a Semitic root of m-w-t, which 
means “to die”. That root is also tied to the fragment “mate” in the chess term “checkmate”, 
meaning the “king has died”.    

o In the Greek, the word hamartia is the common form for “sin”. It too has an origin relating to 
‘missing the mark’, but it is related to spear throwing. 

o “Death” in the Greek is Thanatos, this is the general term. Another word is nekros which 
refers to a corpse, dead body. 

• Siri 
o Sin: An immoral act considered to be a transgression against divine law; an act regarded as a 

serious or regrettable fault, offense or omission. 
o Death: the end of life of a person or organism; the personification of the power that destroys 

life, often represented in art and literature as a skeleton or hooded old man holding a scythe. 

Your “new” definition of this word: 

What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “sin and death”)  
• I am good, but not an angel. I do sin, but I am not the devil. I am just a small girl in a big world trying 

to find someone to love. (Marilyn Monroe) 

• The Bible will keep you from sin, or sin will keep you from the Bible. (Dwight Moody) 

• It ain't no sin if you crack a few laws now and then, just so long as you don't break any. (Mae West) 

• One leak will sink a ship: and one sin will destroy a sinner. (John Bunyan) 

• Everyone wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to die. (unknown) 

Your reactions to the above…


