
Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

 
From Jeff: About this sermon series and study…  

We are called by Jesus to be His witnesses of the Gospel in the world: this great news 
promising salvation from sin and death for all who adopt a heart of repentance and enter into 
His conversion, destined for heaven - not hell, agents of the kingdom of God on earth, 
spreading righteousness, living proof of His peace and truth. 

The problem is that many of us, for all practical purposes, are mute about our faith.  And the 
reason for this is not that we don’t believe in this good news narrative, but that we don’t know 
how to articulate to the culture around us that good news that we truly believe without sounding 
clichéd or religious or weird.  And the old standard words that we have been given through the 
Bible and Christian history remain fuzzy and hard to define for us and are no longer common 
words that folks readily understand. They feel unwieldy and clumsy in our hands.  Without clarity 
around, and confidence in, our key messaging words, we opt for leaving them behind, preferring 
actions instead of words, as opposed to marrying our actions and words together.  Our actions 
then often hang in the world out of context, undefined by the worldview that is actually propelling 
them. 

At Hillside we are taking up the challenge to be a journeying people who are bringing the 
kingdom of God to our corner of the world. Our everyday cry is “on earth as it is in heaven”! To 
equip our community in this robust venture, we want to take time this fall to simply and clearly 
define the most important terms that constitute the good news message with which we have 
been entrusted.  Our goal in this sermon series will be to promote clear understanding of each 
of these terms, and in the freedom of clarity, to equip our community to be able to paraphrase 
these terms into more common words and metaphors and thus feel empowered to share our 
faith with friends and family in ways that are natural, understandable, and faithful to the truth we 
have been given. 

Sermon schedule… 

1. Witness:   9/9/18   
2. Gospel:   9/16/18 
3. Salvation:   9/23/18 
4. Sin and Death:  9/30/18 
5. Repentance:  10/7/18  
6. Conversion:  10/14/18 
7. Hell:   10/21/18 
8. Heaven:   10/28/18 
9. Kingdom of God:  11/4/18 
10. Righteousness:  11/11/18 
11. Peace:   11/18/18 
12. Truth:   11/25/18 

Enjoy and grow!  

Part 1 

Part 2

 

Part 3

 



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

Sermon Date: October 7 
Vocabulary word of the week: Repentance 
 
1. For general discussion: What do you understand the term repentance to mean? How does the world 

use this term; what do people (non-believers) “repent of” in their lives (cite examples)? How do you 
suppose the world understands our use of the term? What actions go with true repentance?  

 
 
 
 
 
2. The Old Testament uses the term repentance 13 times but with two different meanings. One usage 

(see 1 Kings 8:47) means to turn back; and the other usage (see Job 42:6) means console oneself. 
Which of these means repentance in your mind? The Old Testament also cites two cases in which 
God “repents.” Look at Genesis 6:6–7 and 1 Samuel 15:11 – what kind of repentance is God doing 
(turning back or consoling oneself)? In the context, why does God want/need repentance? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. The Old Testament also links the notion of repentance with confession and correction (restitution).  

Look at Numbers 5:5-10. The term repentance is not used, but the idea is certainly present. What 
impressions does this passage make on you regarding our sin and our right response? Read Psalm 
51. How is this Psalm of David a model for helping us practice true repentance? 

 
 
 
 
  
4. The New Testament introduces the term repentance with John the Baptist in full swing of his 

ministry. What kind of repentance is John calling the people to? Who is his audience? Why was 
baptism an important part of the repentance he preached and taught? What changed in John’s call to 
repentance and baptism as a result of Jesus’ ministry? 

 
 
 
 
 
5. In Acts 19:1-7, Paul meets some disciples of Jesus in Ephesus. Paul is shocked to learn that these 

disciples had no knowledge of the Holy Spirit and he asks” into what then were you baptized?” Read 
this passage. Is Paul negating the need for repentance? Explain using basic language (no “churchy” 
words) as if you were explaining this to a non-believer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Consider the Lord’s Prayer. Comment on how repentance is an element of this most basic of 

prayers. How will you pray differently this week to gain a better understanding of repentance? 
 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

Vocabulary this week…  
• Notice this week examples of people (non-believers) expressing regret or remorse over something 

they’ve said or done. Are they sincere or just doing the politically correct thing?  Repentance is a 
“turning back” – but this is a two-step process. First, one turns away from something, and then turns 
toward something else. For those examples you encounter, do you see a full “turning back”? 

• This “turning back” notion comes up in the “me too” movement (as an example). Many who were 
“caught” have acknowledged their wrong-doing (a turning away from). However, making the full 180-
degree turn-around requires clear definition of what is the new and right target. Does this apply in the 
way we speak to a non-believer? Is it enough to say “don’t do wrong things”? How do we then explain 
how to do right things – or “the” right thing? 

Your notes: 

 

Vocabulary background: repentance 
• Hebrew:  

o Shub (verb) meaning to turn back, return. 
Nachum (verb) meaning to be sorry, comfort/console oneself 

• Greek lexicon (summarized extracts): 
o Metanoeó (verb) meaning to change one’s mind or purpose 
o Metanoia (noun) meaning repentance, to have a change of mind 

• Thesaurus (repentance): regret, sorrow, penitence, atonement, contrition 
o We get the word penitentiary from the word penitence; from medieval Latin, instead of a 

prison (a place to be contained), the penitentiary was to be a place in which one dwelt upon 
their sins, and sought after self-correction and repentance.    

• Siri 
o Sincere regret or remorse.  

Your “new” definition of this word (in your own language): 
 
 
 
What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “repentance”)  
• Repentance means you change your mind so deeply that it changes you. (Bruce Wilkinson) 
• The only vice that cannot be forgiven is hypocrisy. The repentance of a hypocrite is itself hypocrisy. 

(William Hazlitt) 
• The wonderful news is that our Lord is a God of mercy, and He responds to repentance. (Billy 

Graham) 
• The proud do not change to improve, but defend their position by rationalizing. Repentance means 

change, and it takes a humble person to change. (Ezra Taft Benson) 
• No evil dooms us hopelessly except the evil we love, and desire to continue in, and make no effort to 

escape from.  (George Eliot) 
• If you are renewed by grace, and were to meet your old self, I am sure you would be very anxious to 

get out of his company. (Charles H. Spurgeon) 
 
Your reactions to the above… 
  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

Sermon Date: October 14 
Vocabulary word of the week: Conversion 
 
1. For general discussion: What do you understand the term conversion to mean? How does the world 

use this term? What are ways that the world deals with conversion (e.g., self-help books and 
programs, therapy, diets, drugs/alcohol and then rehab, short-term relationships, moving from job-to-
job and/or town-to-town)? How do you suppose the world understands our use of the term?  

 
 
 
 
 
2. The Old Testament begins its focus on conversion immediately after the fall recorded in Genesis 3. 

Abraham (nee Abram) and Moses are two examples of men who went through conversion. Consider 
the story of Ruth. Read Ruth 1, particularly vs 15-18. How does Ruth exemplify conversion? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Jesus taught that to enter into His conversion, radical change is needed. Look at John 3 and the 

conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus. What did Jesus say was necessary in order to be 
changed and made acceptable to God? Note His choice of language and metaphors. How effective 
was this is Jesus’ talk with Nicodemus? What insights does this create for you in sharing your story? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Paul’s own conversion was somewhat unique, but probably very fitting for Paul (Saul). Read Acts 9:1-

22. What is described here as the process Paul went through?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Read these passages: 1 Corinthians 15:39, 2 Corinthians 3:18 and Romans 8:29. Paul repeats a 

theme in these passages about the end goal of our conversion. What is that goal and how do we 
achieve it? What are you doing to get there? How close are you to making the mark? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. How have you experienced conversion in your life? When we meet with fellow believers, we share 

our stories as a way to encourage each other, and when we share that story with non-believers, it is 
our witness to them about the power and saving grace of God. What is your story? Write it out briefly 
and in simple language.  

 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

Vocabulary this week…  
• As you chat with non-believing friends and co-workers this week, what is mentioned that relates to the 

idea of conversion (e.g., personal change)? Note what drives the need for people to be different 
from what they are now, and what are they trying to become. Notice too how they talk about that and, 
particularly, how they describe it (e.g., words they use, why they are compelled to pursue change). 

• Note that our Christian conversion is a process, allowing God to change us day-by-day. What does 
this look like? Scan through the Gospels and focus in on how Jesus helped Peter go through his 
personal conversion. As with us, there are ups (Peter walks on water) and downs (Peter denies 
knowing Jesus 3 times). Through it all, Jesus never gives up on Peter. Notice the conversation they 
share. Our conversion works the same way, He is with us and never gives up on us.  

Your notes: 

 

Vocabulary background: conversion 
• Hebrew lexicon:  

o Moses’ final instructions to Israel in Deuteronomy 27-30 are referred to by some in academia 
as the foundation for the Old Testament concept of conversion, without using that word.  

o An interesting allusion to conversion is seen in the phrase used by Moses in Deut.10:16 and 
30:6 when he speaks of “circumcision of the heart”. Moses teaches that one must do more 
than taking on the physical/outward sign of entering into the covenant God made with 
Abraham – there is an internal “change” needed as well – a heart change.  

• Greek lexicon: 
o The Greek word epistrophé is used in Acts 15:3 as a term used by Paul and Barnabas to 

describe the change by the Gentiles in accepting the Gospel message. 
o Paul, in Romans 12:2 and in 2 Corinthians 3:18, uses the Greek word metamorphoó (where 

we get metamorphosis) that is translated as “transform”. Both instances fit the notion of 
conversion. 

• Siri 
o Repentance and change to a Godly life; the fact of changing one’s religion or beliefs, or the 

action of persuading someone else to change theirs.  
• Thesaurus (conversion): change, adaptation, alteration, translation, renovation, transformation 

Your “new” definition of this word (in your own language): 
 
 
 
What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “conversion”)  
• Being a Christian is more than just an instantaneous conversion - it is a daily process whereby you 

grow to be more and more like Christ. (Billy Graham) 
• Conversion is a change of masters. Will we not do as much for our new master, the Lord Jesus, as 

we did once for our old tyrant lusts? (Charles Spurgeon) 
• I used to be a Catholic. I left because I object to conversion by concussion. If you don't agree with 

what they teach, you get clobbered over the head until you do. All that does is change the shape of 
the head. (Alan Alda) 

• Conversion for me was not a Damascus Road experience. I slowly moved into an intellectual 
acceptance of what my intuition had always known. (Madeleine L'Engle) 

• What the caterpillar calls the end of the world, the master calls a butterfly. (Richard Bach) 

Your reactions to the above… 



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

Sermon Date: October 21 
Vocabulary word of the week: Hell 
 
1. For general discussion: What do you understand the term hell to mean – is it a place, a concept, only 

a spiritual reality? How does the world understand and use this term? How do you suppose the world 
understands our use of the term?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. The word hell does not exist in the Old Testament. Instead, the word Sheol is commonly referred to 

as the closest term. Use an on-line tool to search for the use of this word in the Old Testament. 
Based on the various verses/passages you find, what appears to be the Old Testament view of hell?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Jeff recently mentioned that, as believers, our journey’s destination is a wedding as described in 

Revelation 21. Read the parable of the wedding feast (Matt 22:1-14). What does Jesus teach through 
this parable about this wedding and the consequences of not attending? Is life as black-and-white as 
this (we are going to hell unless we are rescued and brought to heaven)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Paul does not use the word hell in his letters but he does address this subject. Read these passages 

and note what Paul teaches about hell:  
a. Romans 2 
b. Colossians 3:6 
c. 2 Thessalonians 1 and 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5. As believers, we understand that we live in a broken, fallen world where evil exists, even thrives. 

What strikes you as the most evident signs of hell here and now, making our hope in the rescue God 
has promised through Jesus that much more meaningful? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. In our homes, workplaces and places we frequent, how does having a clear understanding of hell 

help us deal with people and situations we face? How may this understanding help you in 
conversations that come up with non-believers? 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

Vocabulary this week…  
• We tend to trivialize and diminish the meaning of strong words by applying them in lesser situations. 

For instance, we say “That was great!” about something that was just okay. Hell has become one of 
those words where its true meaning has been diminished due to its application to a wide variety of 
uses. This week, notice how those you encounter use this word and what they mean when they use 
it.  If hell is supposed to be the worst possible destination/situation, do those who use it appear to 
understand that? 

Your notes: 

 

Vocabulary background: Hell 
• The Old Testament does not mention the word hell. Scholars refer to a number of words/phrases that 

point to what we understand relates to the word hell.  
o Sheol, the most wildly recognized word that relates to hell, means “underworld” or “place to 

which the souls of the dead descend”. References such as Psalm 49 suggest even dead 
animals descend to Sheol. Jews believe that it is from Sheol that God ransoms souls.  

o Sheol appears to have areas for the righteous dead and the unrighteous dead. The righteous 
dead await the atonement and rescue at the time of Messiah, and the unrighteous dead 
remain in the depths of Sheol.  

o Other terms/phrases used in the Old Testament: the “pit” (e.g., Job 33:18, Psalms 28:1 and 
30:3); Abaddon – the place of destruction and ruin (e.g., Job 26:6); the day of His wrath (e.g., 
Job 21:30, Psalm 110:5 – both point to a day of judgment that will decide the fate of souls); 
“Gehenna” was a place where evil kings of Judah sacrificed children which later became 
synonymous with a place where the wicked go after death. 

o When the Old Testament was translated into Greek (about 200 BC), the Greek word Hades 
was used for Sheol as it is the place ancient Greeks called the “underworld”.   

• When Jesus taught about sin and its consequences, the Greek word used is geenna, which comes 
from the word gehenna – the same term cited above. 

o In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5), Jesus make numerous references to hell. 
• Siri 

o A place regarded in various religions as a spiritual realm of evil and suffering; where the 
wicked are punished after death. A state or place of great suffering, an unbearable 
experience. 

Your “new” definition of this word (in your own language): 
 
 
 
What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “hell”)  
• If you are going through hell, keep going. (Winston Churchill) 
• If everything isn’t black and while, I say ‘why the hell not’? (John Wayne) 
• Paradise was made for tender hearts; hell, for loveless hearts. (Voltaire) 
• There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, "Thy will be done," and those to 

whom God says, in the end, "Thy will be done." All that are in Hell, choose it. (C.S. Lewis) 
• Indeed the safest road to Hell is the gradual one--the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden 

turnings, without milestones, without signposts,.. Your affectionate uncle, Screwtape. (C.S. Lewis, 
from the Screwtape Letters) 

Your reactions to the above… 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

Sermon Date: October 28 
Vocabulary word of the week: Heaven 
 
1. For general discussion: What do you understand the term heaven to mean? Was this what the 

Garden of Eden was until the fall occurred?  How does the world use this term? How do you suppose 
the world understands our use of the term?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. The Old Testament has accounts recorded by prophets, such as Isaiah, who describe vivid visions of 

being before the throne in heaven.  Look up these passages and summarize what appears to be the 
general look of and goings-on in heaven: Isaiah 6:1-7, Isaiah 65:17-25. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Jesus referred to heaven/kingdom of heaven in His teachings. Read through the Sermon on the 

Mount (Matthew 5-7); also read John 14:1-7. Based on this, what does Jesus teach us about: (a) 
what heaven is and why that is the right destination, and (b) what we need to do to get there? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Paul’s teaching on heaven is best summarized in two passages. Look at these and summarize his 

teaching.  
a. 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 
 
 
 
b. 2 Corinthians 5:1-10  

 
 
 
 
5. Revelation describes our journey’s end as a wedding. What other metaphors come to mind that best 

describe your hope for what heaven will be like? How does your hope align or differ from the non-
believers you interact with?   

 
 
 
 
 
6. What is your statement of self-assurance that the destination of your journey in life is heaven and not 

hell? Write this out in simple terms as if you were telling this to a friend, believer or non-believer. 
Remember to avoid using terminology that non-believers will not fully understand or appreciate. 
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Vocabulary this week…  
• In a 2012 ABC News survey, 9 of 10 Americans said they believe heaven exists. If so, what are 9 of 

10 Americans doing about making sure they meet the entry requirements? Is there confusion about 
what heaven really is (e.g., nirvana = heaven, finding the right spouse = heaven, coffee ice cream 
with a fudge swirl = heaven)? If you were to ask a non-believing friend/co-worker what heaven is for 
them, what would they say? 

• The Bible begins with God in heaven (His abode) creating the heavens and earth (our abode, for 
now).  The Bible ends with God’s creation fully redeemed and restored, and a celebration of the King 
with His bride (Revelation 20-22). Everything in between these passages is the messy part in which 
we and non-believers co-exist. Looking at these bookend passages, what is the most compelling 
element that could entice a non-believer to explore further? 

Your notes: 

 

Vocabulary background: Heaven 
• Hebrew: shamayim, meaning sky, what one sees when they look up (e.g., stars, birds), the abode of 

God. 
o Referred to in the creation story in Genesis 1; the heavens are a part of God’s creation. 

• Greek: ouranos, similar meaning to Hebrew word 
o In many uses of the word heaven in the New Testament it is linked to the word “kingdom” – 

specifically, the kingdom of heaven. This differentiates between Earthly kingdoms and the 
Kingdom of God in which Jesus reigns as King. Similarly, we also see this used to 
differentiate earthly fathers from our heavenly Father. 

o Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:2-5 refers to the “third level of heaven”. Paul uses the same Greek 
word for heaven, but calls out a distinction by use of the word “level”.  Scholars point to the 
simple Hebrew concept of 3 levels of heaven: (1) the sky, what we know as our atmosphere, 
(2) outer space where the planets and stars exist, and (3) the dwelling place of God. 

• Siri 
o A place regarded in various religions as the abode of God and the angels, and the good after 

death, often depicted as being above the sky; a state of being eternally in the presence of 
God after death.; a place, state, or experience of supreme bliss. 

Your “new” definition of this word (in your own language): 
 
 
 
What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “heaven”)  
• My home is in Heaven. I'm just traveling through this world. (Billy Graham) 
• How well I have learned that there is no fence to sit on between heaven and hell. There is a deep, 

wide gulf, a chasm, and in that chasm is no place for any man. (Johnny Cash) 
• If there are no dogs in Heaven, then when I die I want to go where they went.  (Will Rogers) 
• I have come home at last! This is my real country! I belong here. This is the land I have been looking 

for all my life, though I never knew it till now...Come further up, come further in!”  (C.S. Lewis, from 
The Chronicles of Narnia, The Last Battle) 

Your reactions to the above… 

 

 


