
 
 
  
 
 
 

MEXICO MISSION TRIP REGISTRATION 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18 –  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2017 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CONTACT: CHRISTIAN HEMERLING 
Co-Interim Director of Student Ministries 

Hillside Covenant Church 
2060 Magnolia Way 

Walnut Creek, CA 94595 
christian@hillsidecovenant.org 

925-934-1110 x126  

REGISTRATION DUE SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1ST, 2017 
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, 
It is already that time of the year for Edge students and families to gear up to go to Mexico. This trip IS happening, and 
God IS going to work in amazing ways. Once again we are partnering this year with Rancho Agua Viva. We are so 
excited to continue this partnership that began last year. We invite you, and your parents, to the first Mexico Training 
Meeting on Sunday, October 15th to hear more about the trip this year.  
 
Rancho Agua Viva seeks to partner mission teams (us) with local churches/ministries in Mexico to do ministry and 
further God’s Kingdom. Their focus is on relationships and partnerships. We will be spending the week with one 
church for a work project, to do a VBS, and other opportunities at that location. We will be working side by side with the 
people at that church and getting to know them as they get to know us. Edge had a wonderful experience serving 
alongside Rancho Agua Viva last year, so we are looking forward to seeing what this year has for us and our 
relationships in Mexico.  
 
It’s our hope that you are praying and thinking about joining this trip. It’s on trips like these that the Spirit of Jesus 
does something amazing for individual growth and our unity as a group. God has blessed Hillside in our many trips to 
Mexico, but it is my prayer that each year would bring a new work, a new encouragement, and a refreshment for our 
body of faith. Really take time to consider and pray if God is calling you to join us! 
 
We invite you to read through this registration packet and to discuss this trip with your parents. This packet should 
answer any question you might have about the trip, so please read it carefully. But, as always, don’t hesitate to contact 
us if you need more info or have any questions. 
 
We’re excited to see and experience what God has for us on this trip! 
 
 
In Him, 
 
 
CHRISTIAN & SHANNON 
Co-Interim Directors of Student Ministries 
Hillside Covenant Church 
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2017 TRIP INFORMATION 
WHEN // Saturday, November 18 – Friday, November 24, 2017 
WHERE //  Rancho Agua Viva in Ensenada, Mexico  

COST //  $499  
DEADLINE // Sunday, October 1st  
 

HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE TRIP 
1. GET A PASSPORT. You will need a passport to get in and out of Mexico. If you do not have a 
passport, you need to apply for one as soon as possible. The process can take several weeks. 
 

2.  READ THIS ENTIRE INFO PACKET.  Make sure you read everything carefully as several details 
have changed from previous trips!  
 

3. TURN IN REGISTRATION PAPERWORK & DEPOSIT.  The paperwork in this packet must be 
filled out completely and turned into the Red Box with the $100 deposit by October 1, 2017. Please 
note: The “Letter of Authorization to Travel” form must be notarized before turning it in.  
 

4. COMPLETE THE ONLINE REGISTRATION.  It can be found on Edge’s website at: 
www.hillsidecovenant.org/edge. It is not difficult, but it helps you focus your heart and mind, 
and gives us an idea where you are coming from as we begin this journey together. 
 

5. ATTEND ALL MEETINGS.  You are expected to attend all training meetings and participate in 
your assigned ministry team. Lunch/dinner will be provided at each training meeting and is a key part 
of the meeting for both fellowship and information discussion – please be on time! You will also be 
expected to attend Final Details Night (Thursday, November 16), and the Mexico Celebration and Post 
Mexico Debrief (Sunday, December 10). 
 

6. COMMUNICATE.  If you are unable to complete any of the above items, you need to call or email 
Christian as soon as possible. 
 

NOTARY PUBLIC 
In order for a minor to enter Mexico without being accompanied by one or both of his/her parents, both parents must 
sign a “Letter of Authorization to Travel” document that must be notarized. (See attached form.)  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
All events & meetings are mandatory. Email Christian ASAP if you have any scheduling conflicts. 
 

OCT 61 //  Application Due Date 
OCT 15 //  Adult & Student Leader Meeting (12:15-2pm) 
OCT 22 //  Mexico Training #1 (12:30-3pm) 
OCT 28 //  Trunk-or-Treat Fundraising (4-6pm)  
OCT 29 //  Mexico Training #2 (6-9pm)  
NOV 5 //  *Final Balance Due* 
NOV 5 //  Mexico Training #3 (12:30-3pm) 
NOV 12 //  Mexico Training #4 (12:30-3pm) 
NOV 16 //  Final Details Night (7-9pm) 
NOV 18-24 //  Mexico Mission Trip 
DEC 10 //  Mexico Celebration (Sunday AM Services) 
DEC 10 //  Post-Mexico Gathering (12:30-3pm) 
 
 

TRIP ITINERARY 
These are approximate arrival times at each destination. 
 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2017 

7:00am // Meet at Hillside Covenant Church 
7:30am // Leave Hillside 
8:00pm // Arrive at Clairemont Covenant Church in San Diego 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2017 
9:00am // Leave San Diego for Tijuana border crossing 
3:00pm // Arrive Rancho Agua Viva, Ensenda, Mexico 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2017 
7:30am // Leave Rancho Agua Viva 
11:00pm // Arrive Hillside 
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FUNDRAISING 
We know that this trip is expensive, but we never want finances to prohibit anyone from attending the trip. With that in 
mind we are providing a fundraising opportunity. We will be selling Hot Dogs dinners at the All-Church Trunk-or-Treat. 
Sign ups and more details on how to participate to come   
 
 #1 – Hot Dog Dinner Fundraiser – Saturday, October 28th (4-6pm) - sign up by October 19th. 

#2 – Keep an eye out for other opportunities to help out members of the Hillside Community with yard work,  
cleaning, etc. 

 
Also, there are scholarships available to help offset the cost of the trip. For more information regarding scholarships 
contact Christian Hemerling. 
 
 
SUPPORT LETTERS 
Another great way to raise support for your trip is by writing support letters. Although you are not required to do this, 
we strongly encourage you to write a support letter to your friends and family. This is not only a great way to raise some 
funds to pay for your Mexico trip, but it also informs those close to you about your meaningful trip.  
 
Here are a few helpful hints and guidelines for you as you prepare your letter: 
 

1. Explain clearly why you want to go on this trip and the impact you think it will have.    
2. Send it out EARLY! You might even want to include a deadline so that people get their checks in on time. 
3. Make it as easy as possible to respond. Some people have included envelopes with the return address already 

on it.  
4. In your letter make sure to put your return address somewhere. Collect your donations (cash or checks) directly 

and then turn them in together with your balance payment. If the check is made out to Hillside Covenant 
Church it is still tax deductible even if they mail it directly to you. 

5. Send your letter out to friends, teachers, relatives, coaches, etc. You will be surprised who would love to 
support you on this trip.   

6. Send it out even if you want to pay for the trip yourself. You don’t have to ask for money if you do not need it, 
but people want to know what you are up to and how they can be praying for you and encouraging you.   
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Make sure that you clearly state that if your contacts want to donate any money towards your trip they need to write 
their check to “Hillside Covenant Church” and put “Youth Mission Trip” in the Memo line on the check. It is also a good 
idea to have them attach a note to the check with your name written somewhere on that note. 
 
Donations are tax deductible upon request.    
 
Here is a copy of a sample support letter.  Feel free to edit it to make it your own.  Make it personal to you! 
 
SUPPORT LETTER SAMPLE: 
 
Dear ___________,  
  
I hope you are doing well! 
 
I want to share with you about an awesome ministry opportunity that God has presented to me. The high school 
ministry at my church, Hillside Covenant, will be going to Rancho De Agua Viva in Ensenada, Mexico November 19-25, 
2016. This will be my ____ year on this trip. I am very excited about this opportunity to go and serve the people of 
Ensenada. You will be able to share in this experience with me in several ways. First, you can pray for me and the other 
students and leaders who are going on this trip. We will need prayer asking that God will prepare us for our visit and 
bless our efforts as we partner with Rancho. 
 
Another way you can be involved is to help provide financial support. At this time we need to raise $499 each, which 
pays for all of our food, transportation, housing and the work project we will be doing. Would you consider supporting 
me with a small donation? I will need to raise all my funds as soon as possible in order to ensure my place on this 
team. Please make checks payable to “Hillside Covenant Church.” For donation purposes please make sure you put 
“Youth Mission Trip” in the memo line on the check and attach a note to the check that has my name on it. You can 
send any donations to: ________________________ (Your Address). Whether you feel led to contribute 
financially, through prayer, or both, all of your support is appreciated. 
 
I look forward to participating in what God is doing in Mexico and would be happy to let you know all about how God 
has worked through this team when I return. 
 
God Bless, 
  



P A G E  7  

MINISTRY TEAMS 
There will be various ways to serve while on this trip. You may choose your preferences on the online registration.   
 
CRAFTS //  Responsible for the design, purchase and set-up of crafts for the children at VBS. 
 
PUPPETS //  Stage creation, design of new skits, practice and delivery of puppet show to children. 
 
MUSIC //  Singing and guitar-playing for the children at VBS.  There is also the opportunity to lead 
songs for the Women’s Ministry. 
 
CARNIVAL //  Responsible for hosting carnival-type and sport-line games (with prizes) for the 
children at Kids’ Club.   
 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY //  Supporting the women’s ministry program at the church we will 
partner with by planning activities for the women’s Bible study. 
 
SPORTS MINISTRY // Providing a sports outreach for local kids in the community. Soccer, 
basketball or other sports with a testimony or sharing during the event.    
 
 

BARNABAS BUDDIES 
As an annual tradition on our Mexico trip, everyone will be assigned a secret Barnabas Buddy to support and 
encourage throughout the week. You’ll find out who your Barnabas Buddy is about a week before we leave for Mexico.  
 
While it is tempting to buy many gifts for your Barny Buddy, we encourage everyone to find creative and economic 
ways to express encouragement, like: 
 - Writing encouraging notes each day of the trip 
 - Ask others to do a small act of kindness  
 - Ask someone to sing them a song (or, better yet, write them a song!) 
 - Or, some other fun way of showing love and encouragement 
 
To help our team focus on the spirit of creative encouragement, please limit total expenditures on candy and fun items 
to a maximum of $20.  
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PACKING LIST 
 

MAJOR ITEMS 
£ Sleeping Bag (Rated down to 45 degrees) 
£ Sleeping pad 
£ Pillow  
 
CLOTHING 
£ 2-3 pairs long pants 
£ 2-3 pairs shorts 
£ 6-7 T-shirts 
£ 1-2 Long-sleeve T-shirts 
£ Thick sweatshirt 
£ Windbreaker 
£ Winter weight coat (It can get cold!) 
£ 6-7 Underwear / Boxers 
£ 6-7 Socks 
£ Casual hiking boots or sturdy tennis shoes 
£ Alternative shoe – tennis / other 
£ Washcloth 
£ Sunglasses 
£ Hat for warmth / sun protection 
£ 2+ Bandanas – a MUST 
£ Gloves (work / garden gloves) 

 

TOILETRIES 
£ Toothbrush/Toothpaste 
£ Deodorant 
£ Brush/Comb 
£ Chapstick 
£ Sunscreen/sunblock (spf 30 or higher) 
£ Hand Sanitizer/Soap 
£ Toilet paper 
£ Towel 
 
HARD GOODS 
£ Bible, notepad, pens 
£ 2 Nalgene-type water bottles (empty)  
£ Barnabas Buddy stuff 
£ Flashlight – head-mounted is good 
£ Wristwatch 
 
OTHER *OPTIONAL* 
£ Camera (Cell Phones NOT allowed to be used as cameras) 
£ Frisbee 
£ Ball – Football, soccer, hacky sack, etc 
£ Playing cards

 
EXTRA:  
You will need money for five (5) fast-food meals and any snacks you would want during the trip there and back.  
 
 

  PLEASE NOTE: 
ALL OF YOUR BELONGINGS MUST FIT INTO ONE DUFFEL BAG 

AND ONE CARRY-ON BAG. 
NO EXCEPTIONS!!!  
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PREPARING THROUGH PRAYER 
 
HERE ARE SOME IDEAS OF WHAT TO BE PRAYING FOR: 
 
Our Team 

• Pray that EVERY aspect of our trip would glorify God 
• Pray our team will walk in unity 
• Pray for good health 
• Pray that we will be able to have time to rest and recuperate 
• Pray that the unconditional love of God would radiate in and through each of our lives 
• Pray that all participating on this trip would be sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit 
• Pray that God will use our entire team 
• Pray that God would protect and provide for family members back home 
• Pray for our Speaker and Worship Leader, that God would speak through them 
• Pray that God would perform miracles on this trip 
• Pray that God would put a hedge of protection around the entire trip 
• Pray that we would make quick adjustments to the cultural changes 
 

Rancho Agua Viva 
• Pray for a good work-relationship between Hillside and Rancho Agua Viva 
• Pray for our partnership with the church through Rancho Agua Viva 
• Pray that the kids would feel God’s love through us 
• Pray for the Seminary students 
• Pray for physical needs of the people we will encounter 
• Pray for the families and adults that we will meet 
 

Yourself 
• Pray for clarity and boldness of speech 
• Pray that God will use you 
• Pray you will speak God’s words 
• Pray for God’s peace 
• Pray for your time of personal devotion 
• Pray for new friends you will make, both on our team and in Ensenada 
• Pray that God will blow your mind 
• Pray for divine appointments with whomever you come across during the trip 
• Pray that revival would break out with people to whom you minister 
• Pray that God would transform your life 
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REGISTRATION COVER SHEET 
 
Student Name:________________________________________________________________________
  
Address: ___________________________________________City:___________________ Zip:________ 
 
School Attending: _________________________________________  Year of Graduation: ______________
  
Student Cell Phone: ____________________________ Student Email: ____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REGISTRATION CHECKLIST:  
 
Online 

£ Complete Online Registration (www.hillsidecovenant.org/edge) 

Paperwork  
£ Registration Cover Sheet 

£ Letter of Authorization to Travel (must be notarized) 

£ Copy of Passport 

£ Copy of Birth Certificate 

£ $100.00 Deposit (Check made payable to Hillside Covenant Church) 

£ Medical Release Form  

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
STUDENT SIGNATURE DATE 
 

PLEASE TURN IN YOUR REGISTRATION PAPERWORK 
WITH THIS COVER SHEET IN AN ENVELOPE TO THE RED BOX. 
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We, ______________________________________________________________________________________, 

___________________________________ Of Said Minor Child, ___________________________(“Our Child”), 

Age: ________, Do Hereby Authorize Christian Hemerling, employee of Hillside Covenant Church, To Serve 

As Guardian Of Our Child To The Country of Mexico to Participate in Missionary Work in Partnership with 

Rancho Agua Viva from November 18, 2017 until November 24, 2017.

I/We [ __ ] HAVE; [ __ ] DO NOT HAVE Major Medical Insurance that will cover Our Child for medical treatment 
outside the United States; and I/We [ __ ] AUTHORIZE; [ __ ] DO NOT AUTHORIZE the above named person 
to make medical treatment decisions for Our Child.

We have provided Emergency Contact Information below: 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
City / State / Zip: ____________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ( _____ ) ____________________________ Work Phone: ( _____ ) ____________________________ 
Alternate Name & Phone: _____________________________________________________________________

Signature Of Non-Traveling Birth Parent(s)/Legal Guardian(s)  (To Be Signed In Front Of A Notary Public Only)
Parent/Guardian Name (Printed): ___________________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name (Printed): ___________________________________________
Signature: ______________________________________________________________

Notary Public - Acknowledgement

LETTER OF AUTHORIZATION TO TRAVEL

The full names (first, middle & last) of the non-traveling parent(s) or legal guardian(s). 

Relationship to child (ie “Birth Parents”, “Legal Guardian”) The full name of child as shown on their Birth Certificate

(at time of trip)

Hillside Covenant Church  |  2060 Magnolia Way  |  Walnut Creek, CA 94595  |  (925) 934-1110

State of California 
County of _____________________________) 
On _________________________ before me, _________________________________________ 
                                                                                                              (insert name and title of the officer) 

personally appeared ______________________________________________________________, who proved 
to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are subscribed to the within 
instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in his/her/their authorized capacity(ies), 
and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the 
person(s) acted, executed the instrument. 
I certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing paragraph is 
true and correct. 
WITNESS my hand and official seal. 

Signature ______________________________ (Seal)

A notary public or other officer completing this certificate verifies only the identity of the individual who signed 
the document to which this certificate is attached, and not the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of the document. 
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STUDENT MINISTRIES MEDICAL RELEASE FORM
HILLSIDE COVENANT CHURCH STUDENT MINISTRY
This form will be on file from September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2018. 
An “Event Permission Slip” must be submitted when your student signs up for offsite events and trips.

YOUTH AGREEMENT 
TO BE COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY STUDENT

I, (student name) _____________________________________, agree to abide by the following rules during all Hillside 
Covenant Church Student Ministry events and programming:
 

• I will not bring any drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or weapons to the activity
• I will not behave in a way that is harmful to myself
• I will not threaten others or behave in a way that is harmful to others
• I will respect myself, others, and the leaders of the activity
• I will follow the instructions of the leaders of the activity
• I will follow the rules and regulations of the activity

PARENT PERMISSION, WAIVER, & RELEASE 
TO BE COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY PARENT

I give my child, (student name) _________________________, permission to participate in Hillside Covenant Church 
Student Ministry events and programming. I understand that my child will be immediately sent home at my expense if they are 
found with any drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or weapons. I also understand that my child will be sent home at my expense if they are 
behaving in a way that is harmful to themselves, harmful to others, or involves destruction of property.

I agree that my child will abide by the rules and regulations governing the activities and will obey any instructions given by 
the person or persons having supervision and control over the activities.

I hereby warrant and represent that, to the best of my knowledge, my child is physically fit and capable of taking part in the 
activities of this event. I make this warranty and representation on the basis of advice given to me by a duly licensed medical 
doctor and know of no change in my child’s medical condition since receiving such advice that would affect the opinion of said 
medical doctor.

I understand that the chaperones on activities will exercise reasonable precautions in providing for the safety of my child. I 
give permission to any adult serving on an activity to seek and obtain medical attention for my child, if believed necessary, and 
agree to reimburse Hillside Covenant Church for any expenses incurred in obtaining that care if immediate attempts to reach 
me are unsuccessful.

I hereby release and discharge Hillside Covenant Church and its officers, agents, employees, volunteers and assignees from 
any and all claims for personal injuries or property damage that my child may suffer as a result of his or her participation in 
the activities and the transportation provided, whether or not such injuries or damages are caused by the negligence (active or 
passive), of my child or supervisory personnel.

In the unlikely event of an emergency, I give the leaders of Hillside Covenant Church permission to seek whatever medical 
attentions they and the doctors deem necessary for my child. By signing this form, I also release Hillside Covenant Church and 
its staff, both paid and volunteer, from any liability that may result from an emergency.

PARENT SIGNATURE                                                                    DATE

STUDENT SIGNATURE       GRADE                                                         DATE
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STUDENT’S MEDICAL INFORMATION
Date of Birth:__________________ Allergies:_______________________________________________________________

Medications:______________________________________________  Date of Last Tetanus Shot:_____________________

Family Doctor / Name of Practice:_________________________________________________________________________

Doctor’s Phone #: ____________________ Insurance Company:________________________________________________

Group #:_______________________________ Policy #:_______________________________________________________ 

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parent(s) Name(s) Printed:_______________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________ City:_____________________State:_____Zip:__________

Parent’s Email:________________________________ Student’s Email:__________________________________________

Home Phone:________________________________ Student’s Cell Phone:______________________________________

Parent(s) Cell Phone #:__________________________________________________________________________________

PLEASE SIGN ME UP TO RECEIVE TEXT UPDATES
(High School parents only // One text per week // Standard text messaging rates apply)

Cell Phone Carrier: ___________________________________
                                                           i.e. AT&T, Verizon, etc.

I know that part of my student being involved in Student Ministries is that he/she will be in mentoring/discipleship 
relationship with one or more of Hillside Covenant Church’s (HCC) adult staff. I understand that part of this relationship may 
include communication through many forms such as social media outlets and texting. I give permission to the HCC Staff and 
Volunteer Team Members to contact my students through these forms of communication. I know that I can obtain a copy of 
the expectations and guidelines for Student Ministry volunteers regarding texting and social media by contacting the church 
office. 

I understand that from time to time photographs and videos are taken at Student Ministry events, meetings and activities.  
These images are for record keeping, sharing with the students, promoting Student Ministries, and/or for other church related 
purposes. I acknowledge that HCC, and its employees, have permission to use images of my child obtained while participating 
in Student Ministries for church related purposes.

I also understand that as a participant in a Christian community of faith, my child will be encouraged to practice their faith 
and fellowship with Christians outside of HCC scheduled youth programs. This may include, but would not be limited to, small 
group Bible studies, recreational gatherings and other informal social gatherings taking place in private homes, restaurants and/
or public places other than at HCC. HCC, its staff or volunteer leaders may or may not have knowledge of these gatherings, may 
or may not be involved in these gatherings, but in either case I acknowledge that it is my responsibility to know where my child 
is and who he/she is with.

PARENT SIGNATURE                                                                    DATE
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STUDENT MINISTRIES MEDICAL RELEASE FORM
HILLSIDE COVENANT CHURCH STUDENT MINISTRY
This form will be on file from September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2018. 
An “Event Permission Slip” must be submitted when your student signs up for offsite events and trips.


