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About this study…  

Starting later in February, Hillside will be doing an Immerse-based sermon series on the 
Prophets over an 8-week period.  This Bible Study will look at a small subset of these Prophets 
to allow for a closer look.  

Old Testament Prophets were interesting people. Something led God to select them as His 
message-tellers, and they were faithful in discharging their mission – some more willing than 
others. They were just people, like you and me, and were fallible. Yet, they had belief and faith, 
and looked to God for answers to their questions in hard times that spanned big changes in the 
history of the Jews. Their stories became intermingled with the messages they were to deliver to 
others from God. What can we learn of them through their stories? What was the message God 
gave them to deliver to their audience – God’s people over 2000 years ago, God’s people today, 
including you and me? 

We will focus on five prophets that, together, cover about 400 years of history starting at around 
900 BC. In this time frame, Kings David and Solomon have passed and the united kingdom has 
split into two: Israel in the north, Judah in the south, each with its own king. This history is 
recorded in 1st and 2nd Kings and Chronicles. Then, these kingdoms were each overcome and 
conquered by neighboring world powers such as the Babylonians, the Assyrians, and the 
Persians. Toward the end of this time period, Israel was re-established in Jerusalem and, for a 
while, the Jewish people were “home” and waited for peace to return, and Messiah to come free 
them from foreign rule. In each of these periods, God raised up prophets to speak to His people 
and remind them, challenge them, and at times, condemn them for their lack of faith and 
devotion to Him, their God.  

Here is a summary of this study: 

1. Background info on the Prophets including timeline 

2. Study 1: Jonah Part 1 – His Story 

3. Study 2: Jonah Part 2 – God’s Message 

4. Study 3: Habakkuk Part 1 – His Story 

5. Study 4: Habakkuk Part 2 – God’s Message  

6. Study 5: Obadiah – His Story, God’s Message  

7. Study 6: Haggai – His Story, God’s Message 

8. Study 7: Malachi – His Story, God’s Message 
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General background on the Old Testament Prophets 

Who were they and what was God’s intent behind their message? 

• Looking through the Old Testament Prophets will reveal that this was a highly varied group 
of individuals. Only one common attribute can be associated with any Old Testament 
Prophet: they were chosen by God. The only prophets that also had human influence in their 
selection are Joshua (chosen by Moses) and Elisha (chosen by Elijah).  

• Not all “prophets” wrote a book canonized within our Old Testament. There were numerous 
prophets and some were called by God to deliver His message to the people in written form. 
The canonization of the Old Testament books (what we see in our Bibles today) is a lengthy 
and complicated topic of study, and not addressed here. 

• The prophets spoke for God, not for themselves. The “prophet” was under “divine constraint” 
– the prophet did not act/speak as God but submitted to God completely and made this clear 
in their message. A prophet is one who witnesses or testifies in the name of God, speaking/
writing God’s message to the people. 

• What kinds of messages did they speak? 

o Messages to the people of Israel about their destiny; e.g., judgment due to periods of 
unbelief/apostasy 

o Messianic proclamations; e.g., Micah 5:1-6 

o Eschatological announcements; e.g., descriptions of the end times  

• Prophets received the word of God through: 

o Visions 

o Dreams 

o Direct Communication 

Note: In Number 12:6-8, God states that visions and dreams are the ways He will speak to 
prophets; only with Moses will He speak “mouth to mouth” (direct communication). 

How do the prophets fit into the Bible’s timeline? 

• Dates are, of course, approximate – various sources show recorded ‘written by’ dates that 
can differ by as much as hundreds of years. 

• Genesis, the first book of our Bible, is believed to have been written around 1500 BC. 

• Following Genesis, much of the Old Testament (excluding the Prophets) was written 
between 1400 and 800 BC. It is around 800 BC when the prophetic books began to be 
recorded, extending to 400 BC, beginning with Jonah (the oldest prophetic book) and ending 
with Malachi (see chart below). During this time frame, 1st and 2nd Kings and Chronicles 
were finished, and Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther were written. The completion of the book of 
Malachi marks the beginning of the ‘400 years of prophetic silence’ during which the Jews 
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waited to hear from God – but, instead, heard nothing. Roman occupation and dominance 
over the Jews began around 65 BC and Jerusalem was firmly under Roman control. The 
400 year prophetic silence was broken by John the Baptist. The Jews’ desire for Messiah to 
come and overthrow the Roman tyranny was at a high point at the time of Jesus’ birth. About 
30 years after Jesus’ birth, John was a significant voice warning the people to get ready, 
announcing a new day was dawning. Then Jesus began His ministry. 

Source: www.bible-history.com 

Chronological List of Prophets in the Old Testament
The Prophets The Dates Bible History Kings and Events

    

Prophets of Israel

Jonah 810-790 BC 2 Kings 13-14 Jehoash, Jeroboam II (Amaziah)

Joel 790-760 BC 2 Kings 11-15 Uzziah

Amos 780-760 BC 2 Kings 14-15 Jeroboam II (Uzziah)

Hosea 785-725 BC 2 Kings 15-18 Jeroboam II to Hoshea (Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz)

Isaiah 750-695 BC 2 Kings 15-20 Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah

Micah 745-725 BC 2 Kings 15 Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah

Prophets of Judah

Nahum 660-630 BC 2 Kings 15-18 Manasseh, Amon, Josiah

Zephaniah 630-620 BC Isaiah 10 Josiah

Habakkuk 620-610 BC 2 Kings 23 Josiah, Jehoahaz

Jeremiah 628-588 BC 2 Kings 22-25 Josiah to Zedekiah. The Captivity

Prophets of the Captivity

Daniel 606-534 BC 2 Kings 23-25 The Captivity 
(Reign of Nebuchadnezzar to Cyrus)

Obadiah 588-586 BC 2 Kings 25 After Jerusalem’s Destruction 
(Reign of Nebuchadnezzar)

Ezekiel 596-574 BC 2 Kings 24 to the Jews Before and During the Captivity 
(Reign of Nebuchadnezzar)

Prophets of the Return to Jerusalem

Haggai 520-518 BC Ezra 5-6 Rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem 
(Reign of Darius I)

Zechariah 520-510 BC Ezra 5-6 Rebuilding and Dedication of the Temple 
(Reign of Darius I)

Malachi 420-397 BC Nehemiah 13 Second Reformation by Nehemiah 
(Reign of Artaxerxes I)

    

https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/13/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/11/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/14/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/15/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/15/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/15/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/15/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/Isaiah/10/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/23/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/22
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/23/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/25/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/2+Kings/24/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/Ezra/5/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/Ezra/5/
https://www.bible-history.com/studybible/Nehemiah/13/
http://www.bible-history.com
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A Pictorial view of the history of Israel during the time of the prophets 

See next page for graphic depicting a timeline from 1000 BC to the birth of Jesus. This timeline 
provides select historical events affecting God’s people and when the prophets covered in this 
study provided their service to God. 

What happened during the 400 years of prophetic silence? 

• Alexander the Great reigns in Greece 336 – 323 BC; this reign includes rule over Judea. 

• Judea is ruled by Egypt 308 – 195 BC. 

• Judea is ruled by Syria 195 – 130 BC. 

• The Maccabean revolt occurs 164 – 63 BC. During this time, scholars have surmised that 
the Old Testament books have been identified and established. Further work on the 
canonization of the overall Bible  

• Roman empire begins around 100 BC and Judea falls under Roman rule around 65 BC. 

• Julius Caesar rules the Roman Empire 46 – 44 BC. 

• Herod the Great rules as King of the Jews (under Roman rule) 37 – 4 BC. 

• Jesus is born 6-4 BC. 

The canonization of the Bible we have today occurred during 100-400 AD. Here’s a link to a nice 
summary timeline: https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-43/how-we-got-our-
bible-christian-history-timeline.html 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-43/how-we-got-our-bible-christian-history-timeline.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-43/how-we-got-our-bible-christian-history-timeline.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/issues/issue-43/how-we-got-our-bible-christian-history-timeline.html
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1000 BC 4 BC

Jesus is born

800 BC

810-790 BC Jonah, prophet of Israel 
722 BC Israel exiled to Assyria
620-610 BC Habakkuk, prophet of Judah

1010 – 970 BC David is King
970-930 BC - Solomon is King
930 BC – Divided Kingdoms (Israel in north, Judah in south)

600 BC 400 BC 200 BC

604 BC Judah submits to Babylon 
588 BC Obadiah, prophet of captured Judah
586 BC Nebuchadnezzar sets fire to the temple
539 BC Fall of Babylon to Persia
538 BC Cyrus allows Jews to return to Jerusalem
537 BC Haggai, prophet as Jews return to Jerusalem
516 BC Zerubbabel finishes rebuild of the temple
479 BC Esther becomes queen
458 BC Ezra returns to Jerusalem
445 BC Nehemiah finishes building walls of Jerusalem
400 BC Malachi, the last Old Testament prophets 

400 years of prophetic silence begins
336 BC Alexander the Great conquers Persia

167-163 BC  Maccabean revolt
336 BC Alexander the Great conquers Persia
63 BC Romans conquer Palestine
37 BC Herod the Great rule begins

Timeline – 1000 BC to Birth of Jesus
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Study 1: Jonah Part 1 – His Story 

1. Read the book of Jonah just as you would a news story (ideally, start to finish in one sitting). 
What jumps out at you about his story? What do you like/dislike about Jonah? How are you 
like/unlike Jonah? 

2. Jonah receives his instructions from God at the start of this book (v.2). What is he supposed 
to do, who is his audience and what is the nature of his message?  

3. Why is Jonah not interested in serving on this mission from God? Is his reaction (Jonah 1:3) 
surprising to you? Have you any experiences in your life that resemble Jonah’s reaction 
upon getting a sense of what God wants you do?  

4. In what ways does Jonah come to face his calling from God and accept it? While clearly 
miraculous in Jonah’s case, doesn’t God pursue us in amazing ways to draw us to Himself 
and to follow His path chosen for us to walk in? Explain how this applies to you.   

5. In Matthew 12:38-41, Jesus points to the story of Jonah as “the sign” for a wicked and 
adulterous generation. Jesus clearly relates this to His resurrection. What does this mean to 
you – Jonah as a sign of resurrection? 

6. Jonah eventually comes to Nineveh and delivers his message. How is it received? Why is 
Jonah surprised? When God spares Nineveh, why is Jonah angry? What do you suppose is 
the “lesson” learned by Jonah, Prophet of God, through this adventure?  What is the lesson 
you have learned in reading his story? 
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Some Background… 

A little about Nineveh and Assyria: This city was the capital of the Assyrian empire which was a 
mighty force in the world in the 900-607 BC time frame. Beginning near the end of Solomon’s 
reign, it sought to growth through conquest. It eventually gobbled up the kingdoms of Judah and 
Israel around 730-700 BC. It is recorded in history that Assyria held off on its program to 
conquer its neighboring nation Israel during the reign of King Adad-Nirari (808-783 BC), just 
about the time that Jonah wrote his book, adding historical credibility to this account. The 
Assyrian empire was eventually toppled and absorbed by Babylon around 605 BC (under King 
Nebuchadnezzar II at that time).    

A little about Israel when Jonah was written: Jonah lived at the time of King Jeroboam II. The 
northern kingdom of Israel was strong at this time and boasted of military might, but Assyria was 
ascending and growing increasingly aggressive in their desire to conquer and control.  As seen 
in looking through 1st and 2nd Kings and Chronicles, a clear pattern emerges that God blessed 
the kingdoms of Israel when its leader and people truly sought-after God. He used neighboring 
kingdoms to bring judgment upon Israel when the king and the people turned from God. With 
Jeroboam II as king, Israel was not seen in a positive light by God - see 2 Kings 14:23-25. You 
will see Jonah is called out in this reference as a prophet who aided King Jeroboam in restoring 
the boundaries of the kingdom in accordance with the word of the Lord – an act of military 
aggression by Israel but done in accordance with the instruction and will of God. While this was 
recognized by God as positive, Jeroboam was viewed as “evil” because of other failings called 
out simply as “not turning from any of the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat”. What were these 
sins? Peruse 1 Kings 11 through 14 to understand the evil done in the past that Jeroboam II 
failed to rectify – because of his inaction, these “sins” became his own and eventually brought 
God’s judgment. After Jeroboam II’s passing, the northern kingdom eroded and was eventually 
conquered by Assyria as they ended their “repentance” based on Jonah’s message some 50 
years earlier. 

A little more about Jonah: Jonah’s home town is Gath-hephar which is very close to Nazareth 
where Jesus lived and grew up as a child. This home-town may have piqued Jesus’ interest in 
Jonah in his early life and helped Jesus formulate how Jonah was “a sign” that Jesus would 
later point to during his ministry (Luke 11:30, Matthew 12:38-41).  
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Study 2: Jonah Part 2 – God’s Message 

1. Read the book of Jonah again. With what you know about the setting and history, what do 
you think is most important to God here: His message being delivered, His prophet (Jonah), 
His people (Israel), or the innocent people of Nineveh that could be affected (Jonah 4:11)? 
Explain. 

2. Did Jonah’s behavior (running from God) diminish in any way his message to the Ninevites? 
Explain. 

3. Jonah’s “resurrection” story (the episode on the boat and then the fish) is truly miraculous. 
Do you believe his story to be factually true, and is that important? How does Jesus’ 
recognition of Jonah’s adventure (cited in Matthew 12 and Luke 11) affect how we are to 
view Jonah’s story and message? 

4. God shows mercy to Jonah, saving him after Jonah blatantly disregards God’s instruction, 
and then sends Jonah to deliver an ultimatum to Nineveh that, if accepted properly, will 
result in sparing that great city from utter destruction. What do we learn of God in this?  Do 
you see ways in your life that God behaves in a similar manner? 

5. Are there parallels to the message of Jonah that we can apply today in our lives, considering 
the contentious and caustic environment we live in right now?  Because the book of Jonah is 
in our Bible to read and ponder, what is it we are called to do?  

6. What is your “take-away” from Jonah? 
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Study 3: Habakkuk Part 1 - His Story 

1. Read the book of Habakkuk from start to finish. What kind of guy is this prophet of God – 
what does he do, what is he concerned about?  

2. Habakkuk begins his writing in the heat of anger, complaining to God about how He is 
handling things. What are his complaints? What are God’s responses to these? 

3. One of the most quoted phrases of the book of Habakkuk is found in Hab. 2:4: “…the 
righteous shall live by faith”.  How is Habakkuk’s faith tested and what eventually leads him 
to relying upon his faith in the face of turmoil and strife facing Judah and himself? 

4. By chapter 3, Habakkuk is a changed man – he has gone from anger with God to 
proclaiming his faith in God. In this, the book is like a Psalm of David (see Psalm 13 for an 
example). What does this tell you about the heart of Habakkuk? 

5. Through this “story”, what do we learn about (a) God and how He works with His people, 
and (b) Habakkuk and his belief and faith? 

   
6. Is Habakkuk’s outpouring to God in the early part of his book a sign of a healthy relationship 

with God? Explain. How do you bring your complaints/anger to God? How does God 
typically respond to you?  What has Habakkuk taught you to help your prayer life with God? 
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Some Background…  

• Per our chart of the timeline of the Prophets, we see that Habakkuk writes in the 620-610 
BC time frame. The actual date of the writing of this book is not clearly known but this time 
range is generally accepted. Habakkuk himself is not very well known. Scholars believe he 
was a contemporary of Jeremiah and Zephaniah, maybe Ezekiel and Daniel too.  

• Josiah is king over Judah, his reign beginning in 640 BC. Even though there is a king over 
Judah, it is still under the rule of Assyria but Assyria was beginning to weaken at this time. 
Babylon, which was under Assyrian rule as well, was rising and, around 625 BC, declared its 
independence from Assyria, making it a new dominant force to be reckoned with in the 
region. During the time of Habakkuk, power shifts from Assyria to Babylon. Babylon destroys 
Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, in 612 BC. Josiah is killed in 609 BC during the battle of 
Haran, and is succeeded by Jehoahaz.  

• Habakkuk’s prophecy (see Habakkuk 1:6) regarding Babylon (also referred to as the 
Chaldeans) taking over the rule of Judah begins to come about starting in 606/605 BC as 
the first of 3 Babylonian invasions occurs.  

• Josiah followed after two very wicked/evil kings, Manasseh and Amon, both of whom had 
turned from the ways of God and encouraged the worship of Baal which included sacrificing 
children to this false god. Josiah was Amon’s son; Amon was assassinated by a small 
conspiracy group, who were then hunted down and killed by those loyal to the king. They 
then made Josiah the king when he was 8 years old. Upon assuming the kingship, Josiah 
called the priests back to the Book of the Covenant (Exodus 20:22 thru 23:19) which had 
just been found in the temple. Josiah decided to follow the law as recorded in the Book and 
immediately ordered the temple purged of all foreign gods and idols, burning these and 
removing the ashes outside the city. He also eliminated idolatrous priests. Many things 
changed, and for the good. However, God was still angry based on the many wrongs done 
by Josiah’s predecessors. See 2 Kings 21:19 – 23:31 for more historical details; in particular, 
note in 2 Kings 23:26ff how God was still angry at Judah despite the corrections made by 
Josiah during his reign.  God’s judgment still comes in the form of conquest by Babylon. 
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Study 4: Habakkuk Part 2 – God’s Message  

1. Read the book of Habakkuk again.  Do you think Habakkuk was reflective of how others 
within the kingdom of Judah felt at this time? If so, what do you suppose qualifies Habakkuk 
to be the “prophet” and author of this book?  

2. In chapters 1 and 2, Habakkuk complains, and God responds. For the first complaint, what 
is the answer God gives Habakkuk? Is the answer a satisfying one? Explain.   

3. Habakkuk’s second complaint relates to God’s response to his first complaint. How would 
you summarize God’s point?   

  
4. How does God’s message impact Habakkuk (chapter 3)?  What are the phrases and 

pictures he uses to explain how he and Judah (and we) are to live? 

5. Since this book is part of our Bible, and intended for our guidance too, how does this 
message relate to us today? It is not quite the same for us (i.e., we are not facing 
“Babylonians” and eminent occupation by a hostile force) but could there be parallels? What 
do you think?  

6. What is your “take-away” from Habakkuk? 
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Study 5: Obadiah – His Story, God’s Message 

1. Read Obadiah. We don’t know much about Obadiah himself but see, through this prophecy, 
how deeply he was affected by the fall of Judah. Why do you suppose Obadiah (and God) is 
singling out Edom and not Babylon? 

2. To whom is Obadiah writing this prophecy?  Why would God want to have the message of 
Edom’s predicted demise recorded? How does God’s judgment against Edom help the 
defeated people of Judah? What is it that the people of Judah are to do based on this 
prophecy? 

3. While Obadiah’s anger against Edom is understandable, is it wrong that there is no hint of 
forgiveness or ‘giving them a second chance’ in the message? Explain. 

4. Is there someone (a family member, a co-worker, a company/organization) that has wronged 
you such that your reading of Obadiah and its message leaves you thinking “yes – smite 
them!”?  How are we to view our current situations differently from what we read in 
Obadiah? 

5. Why do you think the book of Obadiah is in our Bible for us to read, consider, and react to? 
What reaction is God expecting us (you) to have, why? What, specifically, is your take-
away?  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Background on Obadiah… 

• Prophets were categorized as major or minor purely by the length of the book they wrote. At 
one chapter in length, Obadiah is the most “minor” of the minor prophets. 

• The name “Obadiah” means “servant of God” or “servant of the Lord”. 

• Obadiah is one of the prophets called by God during the “occupied” period of Jewish history. 
He joins Ezekiel and Daniel, both of whom are classified as major prophets. 

• Obadiah was associated with Judah and they have just collapsed. King Josiah has died in 
battle, ending reforms greatly needed in the Kingdom of Judah due to the evil ways of 
predecessor Kings Manasseh and Amon.  Babylon has ascended and has apparently 
forgotten their “promise” (made as a result of Jonah’s mission) to cease their aggression. 
King Nebuchadnezzar has completed his third siege against the City of Jerusalem and, in 
this final assault, he orders the temple in Jerusalem set afire.  

• Obadiah has an issue with the Edomites. These people are descendants of Esau, whose 
brother was Jacob, who was the father of the Israelites. This set the nation of Edom apart 
from Israel, but in the defeat and capture of Judah, the Edomites sided with the Babylonians 
and aided Nebuchadnezzar in the siege and the taking of captives back to Babylon.  
Obadiah calls out the nation of Edom for its betrayal of Judah, and his message from God is 
one of doom for the nation and people of Edom.  

• Obadiah’s prophecy came to pass in 582 BC when the Babylonians turned on Edom and 
desolated them. This must have come as a shock to Edom – not just because of the help 
they gave Babylon but because their home was in the high mountainous region called 
Arabah which Edom thought made them invulnerable. The few that survived the Babylonian 
attack were left to collect in a region south of Judea where they existed for 4 centuries in 
that area, in an area named Idumea. Idumeans remained antagonistic to Jews throughout 
this period but were not a strong force. One of the last times there is a mention of the 
Edomites (Idumeans) ws when Herod the Great, an Idumean, became the puppet King over 
the Jews as part of the Roman occupation/rule over Jerusalem. Herod ruled from 37 BC to 
just after the birth of Jesus – he was the king that the Magi visited and who later ordered the 
killing of infants in Bethlehem to ensure any threat to his throne (by the new King sought-
after by the Magi) was nullified. 
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Study 6: Haggai – His Story, God’s Message 

1. Read Haggai. What do you notice about this prophet as you read his short book?  

2. What does it say to you that the first work of the Jews returning home is to rebuild the 
temple of their God and not their city and its walls? How does Haggai drive this point home 
to the people in his book? 

3. Is there a parallel for us today; i.e., are we to raise the priority and importance of our work 
on/in the “house” of God? How would this alter the priorities in your life today? What would 
this new work look like? What in your life would be displaced/lessened in priority? What cost 
would such a change mean to you? 

4. Haggai’s message from God to the people focuses on what God wants. What is it the people 
get as a result doing what God wants; what blessings and protections does God offer his 
people because of the work they are doing? Why do you suppose this would be greatly 
prized by the Jews at this time? 

5. To complement Haggai’s direct approach (do the work!), his contemporary, the prophet 
Zechariah, wrote in a manner that would lift the people’s spirit. Read Zechariah chapter 2. 
How did Zechariah’s message from God complement the message delivered by Haggai? 

6. What insights into God and His work around and through you have you gained through 
reading the book of Haggai? How might you apply this in your life now? 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Background on Haggai… 

• Haggai (pronounced Hag-eye) lived during the captivity of his people under the Persian 
empire. Darius has just assumed the throne of Persia in 522 BC after an intense power 
struggle sparked by the death of the previous king, Cambyses. By 520 BC, Darius’ position 
as king was secure and strong. He was a powerful king and revered warrior, holding his 
throne until 486 BC.  

• Haggai and Zechariah were two prophets raised by God to urge His people to rebuild the 
temple destroyed years ago by Nebuchadnezzar.  Haggai was more to the point regarding 
the work of rebuilding, while Zechariah’s message was more about the spiritual rebuilding 
within the restored community of God.  Work on the temple began after the Persians 
defeated Babylon in 539 BC under Cyrus, and Persia took over the rule of the captive Jews. 
But God was at work and His people were in key roles within the government – notably, 
Daniel. Daniel, a prophet of God, was also a historian. His book records this period of 
captivity and also explains how God, through miraculous ways, changed the heart of the 
Persian King. Daniel knew the prophecy of Jeremiah that the desolation of Jerusalem would 
last 70 years. Daniel petitioned God and pleaded for Him to act. In 538 BC, Darius made his 
famous proclamation recorded at the end of 2nd Chronicles. This proclamation orders the 
reclamation of the temple in Jerusalem, and allows the Jews who wish to see this work done 
to go back to their home.  This set the stage for Haggai and Zechariah to write their books 
and provide the message of God to the people regarding how they were to react. 

• The book of Ezra records the details of this pivotal time in Jewish history. A leader of the 
people, Zerubbabel, who is called out in Haggai’s book, has about 45,000 of God’s people at 
his disposal as he oversees this work. The effort is hindered by the enemies of the Jews 
who war against the resettlement. For 15 years, the effort to rebuild and complete the 
temple carries on at a snail’s pace. Then Haggai write his prophecy which is a series of four 
appeals that urge the people to step up and trust God. The work begins again in earnest in 
early 520 BC. Zechariah begins writing his book later that same year as further motivation 
for the work to continue to honor God. The temple is finally rebuilt by 516 BC. Ezra comes to 
Jerusalem in 457 and starts the hard work of re-establishing the nation of Israel and 
reforming the people of God in following their Lord. Nehemiah comes to oversee the harder 
work of rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem, making the city secure against its adversarial 
neighbors. The prophet Malachi writes his book at the end of the 4th century BC and calls 
out the failings of Jews (priests and people) in not following the true ways of God, calling for 
greater reforms, and reminds the Jews that just hoping for a Messiah is not enough – they 
must follow God and His ways. 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Study 7: Malachi – His story, God’s Message 

1. Read the book of Malachi. What do you learn about Malachi himself in your reading? What 
do you learn about the practices of God’s people which are the subject of Malachi’s writing?  

2. Why do you suppose God picked Malachi to speak up? What “evidence” is there in this book 
that Malachi knew about what he raised as issues? 

3. Malachi was used by God as a prophet to challenge the behaviors of those in Jerusalem 
claiming to follow God. Who speaks today and raises challenges about moral right and 
wrong, as well as practices within the church?  Do we each have a role in this? Explain. 

4. Look at these New Testament passages and note the impact of Malachi: Luke 1:5-17, Luke 
1:76, Luke 7:24-27. Also, note the similarity of Malachi’s prophetic word in 3:1 to that of 
Isaiah 40:3.  

5. The technique used by Malachi in recording God’s message resembles that of a satirical 
style of writing in which the foolishness of the Jewish leaders is called out and then criticized 
by God. Do God’s issues sound petty, or is there a real danger exposed here that, if 
uncorrected, will lead to serious decay of the people of God? Explain. 

6. God’s message to the people of God through Malachi calls for a higher degree of truth and 
respect in worship, in conduct within the community, and in service. Does this message 
apply to us today as well? Explain.  
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Some background for Malachi…  

• At the time of the writing of this book, the Jews had been home from their captivity in 
Babylon for about 100 years (536 BC). Haggai and Zechariah had rebuilt the temple in 
Jerusalem in 520-516 BC. Ezra was given leave by Cyrus, King of Persia, around 458 BC to 
return to Jerusalem to re-establish the nation, even though Jerusalem was still a vassal 
province under Persian rule. Nehemiah comes to Jerusalem in 444 BC to lead efforts to 
rebuild the wall around the city. As Malachi wrote this, the Jews had returned and are settled 
in their former home. They have shaken off the imposition of false gods and idols from their 
captive state, but all has not returned to the ways they were instructed to live by God. In 
fact, in reading this prophesy, one gets the impression that the Jews considered themselves 
God’s people but He (their God) was more of a mascot than the God of creation, the One 
who saved them from Egyptian slavery, the One who promised them their own land, and the 
One who called them His people. 

• The book is credited to a Prophet named Malachi. However, some scholars have claimed 
that the name “Malachi”, which means “my messenger,” is the intended title of this book, 
with authorship unknown. However, the prevailing view based on other historical references 
supports the notion of this being the author’s name. Note that the author uses a play on his 
name at the beginning of chapter 3 when he writes “I will send my messenger…” Malachi is 
the one preparing the way for the one (John the Baptist) Malachi prophesizes will prepare 
the way for the Messiah, Jesus, 400 years later. 

• Malachi begins by describing the deceitful practices of the priests. They bring blemished or 
diseased animals for sacrifice, not the spotless and best animals (which, are inferred, are 
kept for themselves), and God sees this as a “cheat” and sign of disrespect. The priests 
have not stayed true to the law and teachings of the Scripture, and have led the people 
astray. This is counter to their purpose and an afront to God in that he is diminished in the 
eyes of the people because His priests act wrongly. When Jesus comes and begins His 
ministry, He is particularly angry with the Pharisees who have taken their role in leading the 
people to God and made it a platform for exalting themselves as the upper tier of Jewish 
society. God is not served by this, but the Pharisees are, at the expense of the people, who 
are led astray. Ironically, the people yearn for Messiah to come and free them from the 
oppression of foreign rule (Rome) but they also need freedom from oppression imposed by 
their own religious leaders. Malachi’s prophecy in Chapter 3 is clear about the correction 
needed within the Jewish society and how they are to follow God’s ways. The one to come 
that prepares the way (John the Baptist) and the Messiah are to be highly condemning of 
the leadership over God’s people. 

• At the time of Malachi, the Jews had not seen God work in a generous manner for some 
time, even though their leaders brought about the end of Babylonian captivity (with God’s 
help?) and return to their land and the city of Jerusalem (with God’s help?). God did 
continue to work for/through His people and, in specific cases, with miraculous intervention. 
Contemporary with Malachi is the story of Esther. She, a Jewish girl, who becomes a 
Persian queen and, with God’s help, saves the Jewish people from annihilation.  

• Jesus quotes Malachi 3:1 as he commends John the Baptist (Matthew 11:10).


