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Week 5:  Celebration – Witness to the world 
 
1. When you are out with friends celebrating in a spirit of fellowship the goodness of God and 

His gifts/blessings bestowed on you, how do you think the world views this? Do think the 
world generally believes Christians do not celebrate and have fun? Why? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Jesus and His disciples were known to observe the standard feasts and events. But Jesus 

was challenged by John the Baptist’s disciples as to why His disciples did not observe the 
tradition of fasting as they and the Pharisees did. Read Matthew 9:14-17. What is at the 
heart of this challenge – were Jesus’ disciples being disobedient or disrespectful in public, or 
is something else going on here?  

 
 
 

 
 

3. Jesus responded to the challenge about His disciples not fasting by citing three analogies. 
In the first, He declared that wedding guests should not mourn (fast) while the bridegroom is 
with them.  What does this say about our conduct and attitude out in the world? 

 
 
 
 

 
4. Jesus raises two more parables: patching a garment using unshrunk cloth and filling a used 

wineskin with new wine. How do these analogies relate to the point Jesus is making about 
our conduct in the world? Do you feel you have the freedom to act as Jesus is suggesting?  
 
 
 

 
 
5. James writes in the opening chapter of his letter that every good gift is from above. If we 

hold to this, how should we then react out in the world when we experience His blessings on 
and around us? What do you suppose will be the reaction of the world to our obvious delight 
in the goodness of God poured out to us?  

 
 
 

 
 
 

6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 
Jeff’s sermon notes. 
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Additional Considerations: 
x Fasting at the time of Jesus was observed as it was in Old Testament times. The Jews were 

called to observe an annual fast as part of the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) which was 
prescribed in Leviticus 16:29 and Leviticus 23:27. The law does not, in fact, call for a fast. 
The text simple says they are to “afflict” themselves which the religious leaders then 
interpreted to include fasting – probably because of the strict requirement to do no work 
whatsoever. Over time, the Jewish religious leaders tended to add more requirements and 
some included additional fasts. The law (Torah) was already impossible to fully comply with 
but the Jewish religious leaders added more through the Talmud, a collection of civil and 
ceremonial laws. The purpose, one presumes, was to honor God; but these laws crushed 
the people and elevated the religious leaders who oversaw observance. Honoring God was 
lost in religious practice as Jesus declared in His Sermon on the Mount. Specific to fasting, 
see Matthew 6:16-18. 

x Jesus says in Matthew 9:15 that the wedding guests do not mourn (and fast) while the 
bridegroom is still present. He goes on to say that the days will come when the bridegroom 
is taken away – then the wedding guests will have just reason to fast. To what is Jesus 
referring with respect to the bridegroom being taken away?  Does the bridegroom return so 
that the celebration will resume? Explain. 

x In His other parables, the use of the unshrunk cloth as a patch to an old garment and the 
use of an old wineskin for fresh new wine, Jesus is making it clear that there is a problem 
mixing the old with the new. In the first case, the unshrunk cloth will eventually shrink and 
that will cause the base garment to tear further. In the second, the old and now inflexible 
wineskin will burst as the new wine ferments. Jesus message to the Jews was that he came 
to establish a new covenant – not abolish the law but provide relief from its stark judgment 
over the people for their inability to comply perfectly its tenets. 

x James 1:17 states that every good gift is from above. CS Lewis, in his popular Screwtape 
Letters, makes this point well in a wry fashion as Screwtape advises his demon nephew 
Wormwood about how best to corrupt and ensnare his human assignment. He writes… 

“Never forget that when we are dealing with any pleasure in its healthy and normal and 
satisfying form, we are, in a sense, on the Enemy’s (God’s) ground. All the same, it is 
His invention, not ours. He (God) has made the pleasures: all our (Satan and his 
minions) research so far not enabled us to produce one. All we can do is encourage the 
humans to take the pleasures which our Enemy (God) has produced, at times, or in 
ways, or in degrees, which He has forbidden. Hence we always try to work away from 
the natural condition of any pleasure to that in which it is least natural, least redolent of 
its Maker, and least pleasurable. An ever increasing craving for an ever diminishing 
pleasure is the formula.”  

This reinforces our justification to celebrate our God, who showers us with good things. But 
this also states the warning to us about how we act out in the world. What is the lesson from 
CS Lewis we should take away from Screwtape’s coaching of Wormwood?   

Quote of the week: “Love God and do anything you want.” – Augustine of Hippo (how would this 
basic rule of life, sincerely embraced and acted on in your day-to-day actions and words, be 
received by those you encounter?) 


