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Proverbs 4:23, Luke 8:4-8 & Luke 8:11-15. 

THE PARABLE…


1. THE FARMER WHO IS __________, DOES NOT CHANGE. 

2. THE SEED, WHICH IS ________________________, DOES NOT CHANGE.  

3. THE SOIL, WHICH REPRESENTS ___________________, DOES CHANGE.  

A HEART/SOIL ANALYSIS… 

1. THE FIRST SOIL REPRESENTS THE _______________________. 
“A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up. Luke 8:5 

2. THE SECOND SOIL REPRESENTS THE ______________________________.  
“Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants withered because 
they had no moisture.” Luke 8:6 

3. THE THIRD SOIL REPRESENTS THE ____________________________. 
“The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on 
their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not 
mature.” Luke 8:7 

4. THE FOURTH SOIL REPRESENTS THE _______________________. 
“Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times 
more than was sown.” Luke 8:8 

THE MORAL OF THE STORY… 

1. THE HARD HEART NEEDS ___________________________ TO SOFTEN IT 

2. THE SHALLOW HEART NEEDS A __________________________  

3. THE CLUTTERED HEART NEEDS ______________________ 



TIME WITH GOD  

Memory Verse: “Do not merely listen to the Word and so deceive yourselves. Do what 
it says!” James 1:22


Monday 

Please read Luke 8:1-15. What is one thing you learned about this parable in last 
weekend’s sermon? 


How are you challenged by this parable? 


Of the four types of soil, which would you say your heart is right now? Why? 


Thank God today for the opportunity to study the Bible. Thank Him for the lessons 
you learn and pray that you’ll be a doer of the Word, not just a hearer. 


Tuesday 

Please read Luke 8:5, 8:12 & Hebrews 3:7-11. What are the side effects of a hard 
heart? 


Why do you think someone’s heart can grow hard to God’s words? Which of the 
causes of a hard heart mentioned in the sermon do you most often suffer from? 


How can you cultivate a soft heart this week? How do you think that will impact your 
relationship with God? 


Thank God today for the opportunity to cultivate a soft heart. Thank Him for His mercy 
and second (or third, or thousandth) chances. Ask Him to give you a humble spirit and 
willingness to let go of the things that make your heart hard. 


Wednesday 

Please read Luke 8:6, 8:13 & Colossians 3:16. When is the last time you set aside 
time to listen to God? What did you hear? 


Why is listening an important part of your relationship with God? 


How does not listening to God cause a superficial mind? 


How can you incorporate time to listen into your life? 


Thank God today that He is always listening to you! Thank Him for the fact that He 
desires to have a relationship with you. Ask Him to help you cultivate a practice of 
listening into your relationship with Him. 




Thursday 

Please read Luke 8:7 & 8:14, 2 Corinthians 10:5, Philippians 2:5 & 4:8. What do these 
verses say about the influence your thoughts have over your life? 


Which of the “weeds” most often distracts you (worries, riches or pleasure)? 


How have you felt distracted in your relationship with God recently? 


What do you see in these verses that can help you discipline your mind and set 
distractions in their place? 


Thank God today for the power you have available to you through Him. Thank Him for 
the many reasons you have to focus on Him. Ask Him for the discipline of mind to not 
allow distractions to take your attention away from God and the many blessings, 
mercies and helps He has lavished on you! 

 Friday 

Please read Luke 8:15 & James 1:22-24. Jesus gives us four steps to spiritual 
productivity in verse 15: “…hear the word…”: The first step, this means to take it in. 
“…retain it…” This means to let it sink in, think it through. “…by persevering…” This 
means to make it a habit, to keep it up. “…produce a crop.” This means the goal of 
hearing God’s word is to live it out. Write down practical ways you can do each of 
these this coming weekend. 


For your prayer time today, write down a prayer describing the type of relationship 
you long to have with Him. Also, take some time to write down at least ten things that 
you are thankful for! 


Saturday 

Please be sure you’ve finished all the devotions this week and have memorized the 
memory verse. As you pray today, ask God to continually “turn the soil” of your heart so 
that you will be receptive to His words and works in your life. Pray for the services this 
weekend — that we’ll grow together as a church and be effective at reaching out to our 
community.


