
Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

 
From Jeff: About this sermon series and study…  

We are called by Jesus to be His witnesses of the Gospel in the world: this great news 
promising salvation from sin and death for all who adopt a heart of repentance and enter into 
His conversion, destined for heaven - not hell, agents of the kingdom of God on earth, 
spreading righteousness, living proof of His peace and truth. 

The problem is that many of us, for all practical purposes, are mute about our faith.  And the 
reason for this is not that we don’t believe in this good news narrative, but that we don’t know 
how to articulate to the culture around us that good news that we truly believe without sounding 
clichéd or religious or weird.  And the old standard words that we have been given through the 
Bible and Christian history remain fuzzy and hard to define for us and are no longer common 
words that folks readily understand. They feel unwieldy and clumsy in our hands.  Without clarity 
around, and confidence in, our key messaging words, we opt for leaving them behind, preferring 
actions instead of words, as opposed to marrying our actions and words together.  Our actions 
then often hang in the world out of context, undefined by the worldview that is actually propelling 
them. 

At Hillside we are taking up the challenge to be a journeying people who are bringing the 
kingdom of God to our corner of the world. Our everyday cry is “on earth as it is in heaven”! To 
equip our community in this robust venture, we want to take time this fall to simply and clearly 
define the most important terms that constitute the good news message with which we have 
been entrusted.  Our goal in this sermon series will be to promote clear understanding of each 
of these terms, and in the freedom of clarity, to equip our community to be able to paraphrase 
these terms into more common words and metaphors and thus feel empowered to share our 
faith with friends and family in ways that are natural, understandable, and faithful to the truth we 
have been given. 

Sermon schedule… 

1. Witness:   9/9/18   
2. Gospel:   9/16/18 
3. Salvation:   9/23/18 
4. Sin and Death:  9/30/18 
5. Repentance:  10/7/18  
6. Conversion:  10/14/18 
7. Hell:   10/21/18 
8. Heaven:   10/28/18 
9. Kingdom of God:  11/4/18 
10. Righteousness:  11/11/18 
11. Peace:   11/18/18 
12. Truth:   11/25/18 

Enjoy and grow!  

Part 1 

Part 2

 

Part 3

 



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

Sermon Date: November 4 
Vocabulary word of the week: Kingdom of God 
 
1. For general discussion: What do you understand the kingdom of God to be? Do people generally 

talk about belonging to a “kingdom” or any other well-defined entity (e.g., country, business, school, 
club, team)? How are worldly “kingdoms” like/unlike the kingdom of God?  How do you suppose the 
world understands our use of the term?  

 
 
 
 
 
2. A picture of the kingdom of God is seen in the Old Testament through Israel (a nation) and its 

anointed king. This starts poorly when Saul becomes the first king but improves when David is named 
his successor. How was David’s kingship/kingdom like/unlike the kingdom of God as you know it?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Jesus referred to the kingdom of God often in His teaching. In Mark 1:15, Jesus launches His 

ministry with the declaration that “the kingdom of God is at hand.” What did Jesus mean by this? 
How does this declaration relate to the gospel message Jesus came to proclaim? Is the kingdom of 
God now here or is it yet to come? 

 
 
 
 
  
4. In His Sermon on the Mount (starting in Matthew 5), Jesus refers to the kingdom of God/Heaven a 

number of times. What are the attributes cited for those destined for the kingdom of God? What 
insights do you get from this about your own character and conduct?  

 
 
 
 
 
5. Paul doesn’t write much about the kingdom of God and what it is. In his letters, he instead tends to 

focus on what it takes to join it and what you must not do such that you become excluded. Read 
these passages in 1 Corinthians and, for each, note what Paul is teaching on the kingdom and how it 
applies to you (and others): 
a. I Corinthians 4:14-21  
 
 
b. I Corinthians 6:1-11  

 
 
 
 
6. We each have earthly “kingdoms” we belong to (see Question 1 above). With one of these as your 

context, how would you describe the kingdom of God to another using basic language and word 
pictures? Include in your description why you want to be there. 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

Vocabulary this week…  
• Jesus frequently taught in parables. Look at the following parables about the kingdom of God and 

note how each helps you understand what the kingdom means. Note how each parable would help a 
non-believer understand what is meant by the kingdom.  
o Matthew 13:31-52, Mark 4:26-29  

• The completed kingdom of God/Heaven is not easily describable since we have not been there or 
seen it ourselves. We can read amazing accounts in both Old Testament (e.g., Isaiah 6) and New 
Testament (e.g., John’s vision in Revelation). It would be like trying to describe the kingdom of Oz to 
one who has not seen the movie, or the Magic Kingdom to one who has never heard of Disneyland. 
How do we overcome this when talking with non-believers? 

Your notes: 

 

 

Vocabulary background: Kingdom of God, also referred to as Kingdom of Heaven in New Testament 
• Hebrew: mamlakah, see 1 Chronicles 29:11 

o The Old Testament does not contain the phrase “kingdom of God” but there are a few 
references to God’s kingdom (e.g., 1 Chronicles 20:11) 

o Note in the 1 Chronicles 29:10-11 passage how David includes in his prayer phrasing very 
much like the ending we recite in the Lord’s prayer (“…yours is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory…). This passage is frequently cited as being the source for this ending which 
goes back to documents in 90AD as the Christian church began constructing what we now 
know as the New Testament. 

• Greek: basileia (kingdom) 
o Either Basileia tou Theou  i.e. Kingdom of God; or Basileia tōn Ouranōn  i.e. Kingdom of 

Heaven 
• Thesaurus (Kingdom of God): for “kingdom”, we see words like realm, empire, monarchy, nation, 

domain, estate, sovereignty, dominion, territory. 
• Siri 

o The concept of the kingdom (kingship) of God appears in all Abrahamic religions.  

Your “new” definition of this word (in your own language): 
 
 
 
 
What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “Kingdom of God”)  
• Your greatest contribution to God's Kingdom work-and to defeating the Enemy's efforts against this 

Kingdom-is to keep up your daily devotions; live a clean, honest, humble, Spirit-filled life; trust God to 
guard and protect you morally, physically, and spiritually; and openly witness for Jesus Christ. Don't 
be a pawn of the devil, but a servant of Christ. (Billy Graham) 

• There can be no Kingdom of God in the world without the Kingdom of God in our hearts. (Albert 
Schweitzer) 

• Jesus made clear that the Kingdom of God is organic and not organizational. It grows like a seed and 
it works like leaven: secretly, invisibly, surprisingly, and irresistibly. (Os Guinness) 
 
Your reactions to the above… 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series – Fall 2018 – Vocabulary of Life 

Sermon Date: November 11 
Vocabulary word of the week: Righteousness 
 
1. For general discussion: What do you understand the term righteousness to mean? How do you 

suppose the world understands our use of the term? Does the world have any appreciation for what 
righteousness is? Who would the world point to as someone in the public eye who exhibits 
righteousness, and why? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Following Adam’s fall, the next person God “walked with” and called righteous was Noah (Gen. 6:9) 

because he obeyed and believed. Then came Abraham (Gen 15:6) who was considered by God to be 
righteous because he obeyed and believed. How are obedience and belief a basis for 
righteousness? Do you tend toward obedience, belief or both in your effort to be righteous?   

 
 
 
 
 
3. Jesus taught His disciples in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:6) that hungering/thirsting after 

righteousness would result in being filled. What does this mean? Is this only about obeying and 
believing? With whom are we interacting as we seek to be filled? Does Jesus teach that we can 
become righteous by our own efforts? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Paul’s background as a Pharisaical Jew gave him scholarly training on Old Testament law. Read 

Romans 3:21-31. What does Paul teach about righteousness? What does it means in relation to 
being saved from sin? How can righteousness be given to us as a gift? Would you say Paul that 
Paul would value righteousness above faith in God, or vice versa? Explain.  

 
 
 
 
5. Our theme statement which contains our vocabulary words (see page one of the study guide) says 

we have a calling to be “spreading righteousness”. What does this mean? How can we spread 
righteousness? In particular, how do we do this in a world that does not know what we know?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. How do you conduct yourself this week such that being righteous is a goal and guiding thought in 

your actions, words and attitudes? In seeking God’s righteousness in your actions, words and 
attitudes, how do you think the world will view you? How do you prepare yourself for the reaction? 

 

  



Hillside Covenant Church 
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Vocabulary this week…  
• Job is called out by God as being upright and just – a righteous man (Job 1:1). The book of Job is 

like a courtroom scene in which Job stands “accused” as a result of experiencing incredible 
misfortune. Job initially thinks he is being punished (prosecuted) by God but we know that God has 
allowed Satan to test Job – Satan is the real prosecutor who creates temptations for Job to turn from 
right. Job’s “friends” try to assist Job in his defense but it is God who eventually weighs in to assert 
that He is trustworthy and just – right (Job 38). Job humbles himself and acknowledges his trust in 
God, and God blesses him with health, wealth, family – restoring him fully. How do we remember to 
stay focused on trusting God, avoiding temptations to doubt of His trustworthiness and seek instead 
after His righteousness?  

Your notes: 

 

Vocabulary background: righteousness 
• Hebrew: tsaddiq  (pronounced tsad-deek’); yashar (pronounced yaw-shawr’), and tam (pronounced 

tawm); used in parallel ways to connote righteousness (also: straight (not bent, true), blameless, 
just, innocent).  

o The old Hebrew court of law did not involve attorneys and juries but, instead, the plaintiff and 
defendant stood before the law itself – the one that was just/consistent/blameless/innocent 
with respect to the law was considered “right” with the law and, therefore, God. 

o The law cannot resolve all matters. Consider the story of the two women claiming ownership 
of a baby. They sought judgment from Solomon (1 Kings 3:16-28) in a court-like setting.  
Each made their case but who was right? Wisely, Solomon tested their hearts in a dramatic 
mock decision which quickly revealed the true mother and the one who was “right”. 

• Greek: dikaios (pronounced dee’-ki-yos) 
o As with Hebrew word, the Greek word used in the New Testament for righteousness 

conveys a judicial meaning of right-ness; being “equal” to the standard which is God’s basic 
character that is completely good and right. This is our target to be fully justified before God, 
which highlights the need to be seen by God through Christ who is righteous, equal to God’s 
basic nature and character. 

• Siri: the quality of being morally right or justifiable. 
• Thesaurus (righteous): just, good, blameless, honest, virtuous, moral, upright, honorable, decent, 

respectable, the opposite (antonym)of sinful. 

Your “new” definition of this word (in your own language): 
 
 
 
What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “righteousness”)  
• This life therefore is not righteousness, but growth in righteousness, not health, but healing, not being 

but becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not yet what we shall be, but we are growing toward it, 
the process is not yet finished, but it is going on, this is not the end, but it is the road. All does not yet 
gleam in glory, but all is being purified. (Martin Luther) 

• Virtue is what happens when someone has made a thousand small choices requiring effort and 
concentration to do something which is good and right, but which doesn't come naturally. And then, 
on the thousand and first time, when it really matters, they find that they do what's required 
automatically. Virtue is what happens when wise and courageous choices become second nature. 
(NT Wright) 

Your reactions to the above… 
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Sermon Date: November 18 
Vocabulary word of the week: Peace 
 
1. For general discussion: What do you understand peace to be? How does the world understand and 

use this word? Based on the people living in your neighborhood, how would they describe the 
occurrence of peace in their life – where does it come from, what does it look like, how does it make 
them feel, how long does it hang around, what causes it to go away?  

 
 
 
 
 
2. The Old Testament contains many stories about wars and battle, such that one definition of peace is 

the absence of heated conflict. The shalom of the Jewish people also conveyed the meaning of a 
blessing from God, the result of God’s people being aligned with and closely following Him. Look at 
Isaiah 26:1-3. What does Isaiah say here about the true basis of peace?   

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Jesus promised to give us His peace. Look at John 14:27 and explore the context of this verse 

starting at v15. What key words does Jesus use in this passage that convey a sense of peace as you 
read? In what ways does Jesus say we may obtain His peace?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Look at Romans 5:1. As with Isaiah (question 2), Paul teaches us that peace comes from getting into 

a right relationship with God. If that sounds daunting, how does Philippians 4:7 clarify how we get 
right with God and obtain peace? Why is obtaining this gift “beyond understanding”? 

 
 
 
 
5. Do you know the hymn “I’ve got peace like a river”? It is an African-American spiritual that takes the 

three fruits of the spirit (peace, joy, love - Gal. 5:22) and presents similes that create mind pictures. 
Make a list of similes about peace that picture the deep meaning of that word for you; i.e., “peace is 
like (your word/experience)”. Can similes help you explain God’s peace to a non-believer? Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6. A strong indication to those around you that you have something “special” (Jesus) can be the sense 

of peace you have in various situations. How do we become peaceful people in a harsh and hurried 
world? In what ways can we each remain centered on peace and become beacons to others?  
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Vocabulary this week…  
• The exercise above to develop similes (question 5) employs a useful tool for communicating a 

spiritual idea. Another is relating our stories about the experiences of our lives. What stories from 
your journey come to mind that may help another better understand what the peace of God is, and 
why it is so valued by you?   

• How does one promote peace in our day to day lives? Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5:9) that peacemakers are blessed and that they shall be called sons of God. What does 
this suggest is our behavior when we encounter others and become involved in a discussion that 
involves “taking sides” (e.g., sports, politics, business, “religion”, culture)? We all have opinions but 
how do we balance sharing our opinion (and potentially promoting debate or, worse, conflict) versus 
seeking an opportunity to sow peace? Do you have any examples of this from your journey? 

Your notes: 

 

 

Vocabulary background: Peace 
• Hebrew: Shalom 

o Completeness, soundness, welfare and peace. 
o It is both a greeting and a well-wishing at a parting of ways.  

• Greek: eiréné (pronounced i-ray’-nay) 
o The use of this word in the New Testament is intended to mirror the Hebrew (Old Testament) 

word for peace, Shalom. 
• Siri 

o Freedom from disturbance; quiet and tranquility; mental calm and serenity 
o A state or period in which there is no war, or a war has ended.  

Your “new” definition of this word (in your own language): 
 
 
 
 
What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “peace”)  
• Peace begins with a smile. (Mother Teresa) 
• The peace of God is first and foremost peace with God; it is the state of affairs in which God, instead 

of being against us, is for us. No account of God's peace which does not start here can do other than 
mislead. (J.I. Packer) 

• I'm not looking for peace on earth through a political solution. I'm a pastor. The Bible talks about three 
kinds of peace. There is peace with God. There's the peace of God. And there's peace with each 
other. (Rick Warren) 

• No God, no peace; know God, know peace. (Croft Pentz) 
• I see the world being slowly transformed into a wilderness; I hear the approaching thunder that, one 

day, will destroy us too. I feel the suffering of millions. And yet, when I look up at the sky, I somehow 
feel that everything will change for the better, that this cruelty too shall end, that peace and tranquility 
will return once more. (Anne Frank) 

Your reactions to the above… 
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Sermon Date: November 25 
Vocabulary word of the week: Truth 
 
1. For general discussion: What do you understand the term truth to mean? How does the world use 

this term and understand it to represent? Does the world understand what we know of as truth?  
Does the world have an issue with the truth from God being non-negotiable and absolute? How can 
we address this? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Moses meets God through his encounter with the burning bush (Exodus 3). Moses asks God for His 

name and receives the response: I am who I am. That is not how you or I would answer that question, 
but we are not the Creator of all things. What does this say about His truth, which we see in creation 
and read about in His word (Psalm 119:160)?  In a summary statement, how would tell somebody 
what exactly is the truth of God? 

 
 
 
 
 
3. Jesus taught His disciples that He was the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6). Jesus personified 

the Word, and He also came to reveal the Father: “…if you have seen me, you’ve seen the Father” 
(John 14:9). How does Jesus teaching about Himself expand the definition of the word truth? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Jesus explained to His followers that by believing in Him: “you will know the truth, and the truth will 

set you free” (John 8:32). What is He referring to? How does this truth set one free?  How would a 
non-believer understand the idea of being freed because of belief in Jesus’ message?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
5. In Paul’s letter to the Romans, Paul explains the nature of the law and its damning effect on us. He 

then introduces notion that even those without the law (Gentiles) know of the law because it is written 
on their hearts. Look at Romans 1:18 – 2:16. Is it reasonable to say that all know about the truth of 
God, whether a believer or a non-believer? What is your reasoning (in simple, non-churchy words)?  

 
 
 
 
 
6. As with other vocabulary words we have studied, truth is one that packs tremendous meaning within 

the context of our faith and journey. Which of the words in this study has had the biggest impact on 
you, and why?   
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Vocabulary this week…  
• Truth, and what is accepted as truth, can be influenced by a broader context. Take the recent 

supreme court confirmation hearings that raised the controversial issue concerning Judge Kavanaugh 
and Christine Blasey Ford. The heart of the issue is whether or not he did what she accused him of 
doing. In the absence of uncontested fact or verifiable proof, many observers of the proceedings 
determined what truth was in this matter based on political and or social justice alliances/leanings. As 
for the real truth, God knows and we must leave judgment and consequences in His hands. The 
truth concerning God that is the basis for our belief, faith, hope and resulting actions depends on real 
substance: the Bible, its stories and what is recorded in history by eye witnesses (verified in some 
cases by evidence such as archeologic discoveries), and the lives that have been affected because 
of His truth over the centuries. How would you put this into your own words if you had to explain how 
God’s truth had a solid basis to a non-believer?  

• In contrast to God who is Holy, Satan was branded by Jesus as being the Father of lies (John 8:44). 
In essence, and in fact, Satan is the enemy of truth. How would you explain the role of Satan in the 
erosion/perversion of truth we see in various aspects of our current-day society?   

Your notes: 

 

Vocabulary background: Truth 
• Hebrew: emeth and emunah are the base words used in the Old Testament for truth, both are 

derived from the word aman. These words convey the meaning: firm, lasting, steady, trustworthy, 
faithful. Emeth carries the connotation of enforced truth whereas emunach connotes a faith and trust 
related to some truth. Apparently, Luther, in translating the Old Testament to German, noted this 
distinction and made effort to retain the distinction in the slightly different meaning between these two 
words. 

• Greek: alétheia is the primary word for truth in the New Testament. The usage covers spoken truth, 
truth evident in ideas and reality (fact), and divine truth revealed to us. Examples: 

o Jesus said “I am the way and the truth and the life” (John 14:6). The word cited here is 
alétheia. 

o Jesus said “Truly, truly I say to you…” (e.g., John 6:47). The word cited here is also 
translated “verily” or “amen” and simply conveys an emphasis on what follows, something 
with pivotal importance (like when we say “this is really important!”).  

• Thesaurus: fact, reality, honesty, veracity, genuineness, integrity, fidelity, sincerity, precision 
• Siri: that which is true or in accordance with fact and reality; a fact or belief that is accepted as true. 

Your “new” definition of this word (in your own language): 
 
 
 
What does the world say? (Various quotes from the Internet about the term “heaven”)  
• Everything you add to the truth, subtracts from the truth. (Alexander Solzhenitsyn) 
• How often have I said to you that when you have eliminated the impossible, whatever remains, 

however improbable, must be the truth? (Sherlock Holmes) 
• If you ever injected truth into politics you would have no politics. (Will Rogers) 
• The truth may not always be popular but it is still the truth. (anonymous) 

 

Your reactions to the above… 

 


