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1. Is the notion of serving others difficult for us? Why? What goes through your mind when you 

see others doing acts of service? What does your reaction suggest are areas of 
improvement and/or changes you need in your heart and mind? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Read Mark 10:35-45. How do James and John reveal our human nature (the flesh) in this 

interaction with Jesus? Considering that their request of Jesus was a “heavenly” one, does 
this suggest that we can let our fleshly desires enter into how we go about following Jesus? 
How is the discipline of service a particular risk to us?  

 
 
 

 
 

3. Read John 13:1-17. How does Jesus demonstrate being a servant in this passage? If Jesus 
hadn’t done this act of service, would any of the disciples have acted? What does this say 
about the opportunities that exist all around us, every day, for us to serve? List some ideas 
that come to mind of basic ways we can serve those around us every day.   

 
 
 
 

 
4. Read Luke 22:27.  (a.) As Jesus suggests, wouldn’t you really prefer to be the one sitting at 

the table instead of serving the table? What are the benefits in your spiritual growth when 
you take on the servant role? (b.) The other position here is one of accepting the service of 
others. How we can be Christ-like when we are on the receiving end of service?   
 
 
 
 

 
5. In Matthew 6:1-4, Jesus encourages His followers to serve others but with humility, even 

secrecy, so that we receive the right reward.  What does this mean; what is our reward? 
 

 
 
 
 

6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 
Jeff’s sermon notes. 
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Additional Considerations: 
x In Mark 10:41, the sons of Zebedee caused the other disciples to become indignant 

because of what they asked of Jesus. As a counterpoint, what kind of reaction would the 
others have had if James and John came to Jesus to ask how they could serve better?  
What does service within the community of believers do for building unity and 
fellowship? 

x The washing of feet described in John 13 was a common practice at the time of Jesus. 
However, it was not expected that a host would do this for his guests. Even servants (if 
you were wealthy enough to have one) weren’t expected to wash the feet of guests. 
Instead, the host would offer his guests a bowl of water and a towel so the guests could 
do this act themselves as they entered the home. As was typical for Jesus, He took an 
ordinary act and made it extraordinary as He made it a picture of His character and His 
expectation for His church. In Matthew 5:38-42, Jesus gives examples of sacrificial 
giving and going beyond even normal levels of service to others. What are some ways 
you can do such extraordinary service to those around you each day? 

x Jesus makes the point in Luke 22:25 that worldly rulers lord their position over those 
they rule, and in addition, they falsely claim the title “benefactor”, literally those who 
do/create good for others. However, the sarcasm here is that those in power claim that 
title simply because they wield the power and do not actually do good for anyone other 
than themselves. Now, civilization has advanced somewhat since the time of Jesus – or 
has it? Consider the rulers in our world today (or would-be rulers, since we are in a 
presidential campaign)…have things changed? Truly serving others is less likely to 
come from our worldly rulers and more likely to come through the church seeking to 
follow Jesus’ example. How are you participating in the work of the church to serve 
others? 

x One lesson Jesus delivers in Matthew 6 is that hypocrisy is a destructive element to 
one’s reputation, and to the reputation of the organization/movement one claims to be 
promoting.  How can hypocrisy creep into acts of service we do? How do we protect 
against hypocrisy entering into the picture? 

x Practice of the week: Doing an act of service that only Jesus sees.  We can act as a 
servant but we must be wary of the temptation to be proud of our serving as well as 
becoming like a Pharisee in which we make our sacrifice very visible to those around 
(our false reward – see examples in Matthew 6). Doing an act of service that no one 
knows about is an opportunity to make your service a pure gift to Jesus. He sees what 
you are doing, and He knows what is in your heart as you do this act. Consider the 
widow who gave her last two coins to the temple treasury (Luke 21). Jesus knew she 
was a widow and that these coins were all she had. He also knew why she did this 
sacrificial act.  Also consider the call of Nathanael (John 1:43-51). Read this passage – 
what does this passage say about Jesus’ ability to know us? 

   
Quote of the week: Nothing disciplines the inordinate desires of the flesh like service, and 
nothing transforms the desires of the flesh like serving in hiddenness. The flesh whines 
against service but it screams against hidden service. It strains and pulls for honor and 
recognition. - Richard Foster 


