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October 2015 
Theme: Draw Close, Stay Close 
Week 1:  Scripture - Jesus in the Word (John 1:1) 
 
1. John tells us in John 1:1-14 that Jesus is the Word. As you read this passage, what are the 

implications that come to mind as you consider growing your relationship with Him?  

 
 
 
 
 
2. On the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), Jesus suddenly joins two confused followers as 

they head home. How does Jesus use the scripture to comfort them?  

 
 

 
 

3. John 5 could be described as a story about the right and wrong way to see the Scriptures. 
What is the lesson Jesus is giving the Jews? How about you, are there ways you sometimes 
view the Bible as something different than what Jesus is teaching here?   

 
 
 

 
 

 
4. Paul, who was a devoted Jew and practicing Pharisee before coming to know Jesus 

personally, describes in Romans 10 how the law was fulfilled by Jesus, and because of 
Jesus, we can be considered righteous. Look at v.4. What is the relationship Paul is 
describing between the law (old covenant) and Jesus (the new covenant)?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. John warns his readers in Revelation 22:18-19 that the words of the prophesy of this book 
should not be altered. Taken more broadly and applied to the Bible overall, why is this 
warning appropriate to be heeded? Are we to take all scripture literally? What does this say 
about our understanding of who Jesus was/is? 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 
Jeff’s sermon notes. 
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Additional Considerations: 
x Read Genesis 1:1-5 and then John 1:1-5. It seems likely that John was intentional about 

making the structure of the opening to his gospel similar to the opening of Genesis. How 
do you see Jesus being described in these two passages? 

x The two disciples Jesus met on the road to Emmaus has two layers to our seeing Jesus. 
First, the two learned from their fellow traveler how the Old Testament contained 
numerous pointers (pictures and prophecies) to the nature and incarnation of Jesus. 
Then, as Jesus broke the bread and blessed it, their eyes were opened and they 
recognized Him. This act (breaking of the bread) represents the culmination of the Old 
Testament as the picture of Jesus’ death on a cross, becoming our sacrifice and rescuer 
from the crushing weight of the law. After Jesus vanishes, the two spoke about how their 
“hearts burned within,” pointing to the work of the Spirit who helps us understand the 
Word and how it works in us to transform our hearts and minds as we become more like 
Jesus. Have you had such an experience in which reading the Word suddenly came 
alive and revealed a new truth, insight or solution about a situation you were facing? 

x Paul’s teaching about the law and faith/grace are all the more remarkable because of his 
background and former self (when he was named Saul). Freedom from the law was a 
recurring theme in many of his letters since his efforts to establish new churches were 
consistently opposed by the Jews who held tenaciously to the “tradition” of the law as 
opposed to faith in Jesus and the grace we have in Him. Look at these passages for 
examples of Paul’s teaching on this: 

o Galatians 3:10-14 
o Ephesians 2:1-10 
o Philippians 3:1-11 
o Colossians 3:1-17 

x John’s warning to not tamper with his book is similar to Moses and the warning he gave 
Israel in Deuteronomy 4:2 and 12:32. Revelation is so difficult to understand, the 
interpretations given by historical and contemporary “scholars” range widely from 
thoughtful to laughable. But our guidance is clear: it is whole and sure – we are even 
promised a blessing when we simply read it (Rev. 1:3). John’s Revelation, like the Bible 
in general, is a book about the kingdom and the spiritual world around us. Consider 
Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 13:8-12. What does this say about our need for the 
Father’s care over us, Jesus’ walking by our side, and the Spirit’s guidance in our 
hearts? 

x One alternative to “Christocentric Reading” would be to read the Bible at face value and 
not consider its application in your life. Many have read the Bible and declared it a 
source of great cultural value and social wisdom, even leading scholars to declare Jesus 
a great moral leader/teacher. However, left there, readers are no closer to salvation than 
if they picked up/read War and Peace. The Bible read as having everything to do with 
Jesus takes on a whole new meaning, one that leads to your eternal life and your on-
going transformation.   

Quote of the week: Christianity has not so much been tried and found wanting, as it has 
been found difficult and left untried. – G.K. Chesterton 

http://www.esvbible.org/Deuteronomy+4.2%3B+Deuteronomy+12.32/

