
Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series 2015/2016 
Draw Close, Stay Close – Spiritual Growth through Spiritual Disciplines  

 

November 2015 
Theme: Draw Close, Stay Close 
Week 3:  Service – Serving out of Weakness and Strength 
 
1. Read Psalm 139. Clearly we are unique and God knows every detail. What does this say 

about how you serve others – do you bring uniqueness to that act? How is your uniqueness 
a clue as to how best you can serve others? Are these strengths? If so, what are your 
weaknesses? Can God use both effectively to serve others through you? 

 
 
 
 
2. In God’s economy, it is hard to say what our value is because He takes what we may feel is 

a flawed or worthless facet of our being and does something with it that accomplishes His 
purposes. Do you have examples from your life where God surprised you by what He 
decided to use? Explain. 
 
 
 

 
 
3. Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10. From this passage and his other works, what would you say 

are Paul’s strengths and weaknesses (make a list)? How have his weaknesses been used 
by God to become a strength in proclaiming the good news? Why does Paul celebrate this? 
Why should you do likewise? 
 
 
 

 
 

4. Weak or strong, it is a step of faith, with discernment, to submit to Him and serve in the 
situations in which you find yourself. Is this a safe and reasonable view? Why/why not?  

 
 
 
 
 
5. The Old Testament is full of great examples of ordinary people enabled by God who have 

been called to do extraordinary things so that He is glorified and proves His love for His 
creation in/through us. What is your favorite Bible story that demonstrates this fact. Explain 
how your story demonstrates this truth. How do you relate to the story you selected? 
 
 
 

6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 
Jeff’s sermon notes. 
 



Hillside Covenant Church 
Small Group Series 2015/2016 
Draw Close, Stay Close – Spiritual Growth through Spiritual Disciplines  

Additional Considerations: 
x We each have strengths and weaknesses which become apparent as we interact with others 

and measure their qualities relative to our own. Psalm 139 is an insight into the mind of our 
Creator, and it does not say I made you with certain strengths and weaknesses; it does say I 
made you just the way I intended. Read the Psalm and note all the ways God knows you. 
What then can you say about how He chooses to use us in any situation, and what our 
comfort level should be when He does?  

x Paul’s vision which occurred 14 years prior to the writing of the letter (described in 2 
Corinthians 12). The letter was written in approximately 57 AD; therefore, this vision is 
believed to have occurred about 43 AD. When we first learn of Paul, he was named Saul 
(see the end of Acts 7).  Reading on in Acts 8, we learn that Saul was intent upon crushing 
the followers of Christ. In Acts 9, we read the account in which Jesus meets Saul and 
redirects his life. Saul submits and goes on to become the amazing Apostle Paul. After 
Paul’s conversion, he began speaking the truth boldly but, toward the end of Acts 9, it 
appears the reaction to his preaching is life-threatening. For his safety, the Apostles send 
Paul away to Tarsus. We then read in Acts 11 that he joins up with Barnabas and begins a 
ministry in Antioch. The time period, between Acts 9 and Acts 11, is thought to correspond to 
the date of 43 AD. It is theorized, then, that Paul’s vision may have occurred while he was in 
Tarsus. 

x In the 2 Corinthians 12 passage, Paul hints that the vision he had was a God-provided 
experience. There were those at this time who sought a following by claiming to have similar 
God-provided experiences. Hard to contradict, some of these false prophets were successful 
in gaining a following but, after time and experience, the people left. Paul’s vision does not 
become a key part of his message as he spread the good news. It is an experience of Paul’s 
and no one else’s. It is a special thing and “boast-worthy” but he appears to have wrestled 
this temptation to the mat and he has not mentioned it in his writings until this second letter 
to the Corinthians. God has apparently helped Paul by giving him a keen sense of his 
weaknesses with his “thorn in the flesh” to continually remind him of these weaknesses. But 
Paul discovers that God’s grace is the greater prize (greater than his special vision) and this 
enables him to celebrate his weaknesses because God has promised that He would 
demonstrate His power through them. For when I am weak, then I am strong. What lessons 
does it appear Paul has learned about serving God and those who chose to follow Jesus? 

x The book of Judges is a great source of stories of individuals God called/used to advance 
His message of redemption to the people of Israel, using those who may not have felt they 
were the best choice for the critical mission defined for them by God. Find the story of 
Gideon (starts in Judges 6). How did he react to God’s call for him to be of service? Can you 
relate to how he tried to negotiate with God about whether he was the right one to do the 
task God called him to do? What caused Gideon to eventually submit and obey? How did 
fear play a role in Gideon’s response to the call and his submission to God? As the story 
unfolds of Gideon’s mission (Chapters 7 and 8), what happens to this tendency to fear first in 
each new situation? How do you relate to Gideon’s story? What lessons do you take away?    

Quote of the week: Everybody can be great because anybody can serve. You don’t need to have a 
college degree to serve. You don’t need to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only 
need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.  – Martin Luther King Jr 

 


