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1. The account in Luke 2:41-47 shows how Jesus began absorbing scripture at an early age.  

What do you see in this passage about how He came to learn the Word? How do you learn 
the Word?  

 
 
 
 
2. Luke 4:1-21 displays Jesus’ mastery of the scripture. In this passage, note: what did He 

know about the Word and Himself, how did He use scripture in His interactions, and what 
were the consequences of putting the Word into use? How do you put the Word to work in 
your typical day? 

 
 

 
 

3. Read Matthew 5:17-20. What does this passage tell you about Jesus’ view of the Law He 
came to save us from?   
 
 
 

 
 

4. Read John 17:1-12. Fulfilling the scripture was as important to Jesus at the end of His 
ministry as it was at the beginning, and it involved many details. In this passage, even 
Judas’ betrayal was part of the prophecy to be realized. Read Psalm 41. How do you “see” 
Jesus in this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. In Hebrews 5:5-10, we read how Jesus is compared to (even appointed) a High Priest. At 
the center of this is Jesus’ obedience to His Father. What is the role of the scripture in this? 
How does this example apply to us? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 
Jeff’s sermon notes.  
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Additional Considerations: 
x In the Luke 2 passage, Jesus’ mother is most upset that He went missing from them as 

they made the journey home to Nazareth (vs.48). Jesus questions His mother about this, 
somewhat surprised that His parents did not know where to find Him. On one level, even 
parents today would be questioned (by authorities) if they left on a trip and forgot their 
son (Home Alone); but Jesus appears to be saying “I know who I am, don’t you know? 
Because of who I am, isn’t it obvious that I would be in my Father’s house?” This 
realization came by many hours searching the scripture and talking with His Father. 

x In Ephesians 6, Paul talks about putting on the whole armor of God. One aspect of this 
outfit is taking up the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. Jesus’ encounter 
with Satan (Matthew 4) is truly a combat in which the only weapon Jesus uses is the 
Word of God. How prepared are you to take on a battle (with the forces of evil or just 
your own desires)? Read Ephesians 6:10-20. By what means are we to get dressed in 
this spiritual attire, not to mention learning how to effectively use the elements making up 
our uniform? 

x Jesus’ claim to have fulfilled the Law and the Prophets has multiple dimensions. He 
certainly is seen as having kept the Law (He was without sin). He came to fulfill all the 
specific prophetic statements in the Old Testament. He also came to fulfill the overall 
story of the Old Testament, that of God as Creator who loves and redeems His creation, 
demonstrating His love for us by allowing His son to be the sacrifice (meeting the 
requirements of the perfect sacrificial lamb as defined in the OT Laws) for us. Consider 
this: what in the Old Testament is not somehow pointing to the coming of Jesus, His 
work, and His death and resurrection? 

x Melchizedek is mentioned in Genesis 14 as both a King and a High Priest. As such, he 
is a picture of Jesus, who is also King and Priest, judge and deliverer. The only other 
mention of Melchizedek in the Old Testament is in the prophetic Psalm #110, which is 
quoted in the book of Hebrews. Hebrews mentions Melchizedek by name 8 times in 
chapters 5-7, adding emphasis to the significance of this comparison to Jesus.  

x Practice of the week: Memorization is a discipline on the decline. Why? We have so 
many tools (toys) in our possession that can be used to bring up what we do not bother 
to commit to memory. However, memorization and internalization of what we memorize 
is a key to spiritual growth. Having the Word in our minds and repeating it over and over 
prepares us for the Word’s practical application in our lives. Best to have both, your 
device and your memory, but when your device is out-of-range or low-on-battery shows 
the limitations of what man creates. Repeated use of a memorized passage drives it 
deep into your mind and this eventually alters who you are – sound like a 
transformational practice?  

Quote of the week: Practice makes perfect, right? No! That’s a lie. Practice makes habits, 
good and bad, so practice only the right things. – Anonymous  


