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Theme: Draw Close, Stay Close 
Week 3:  Scripture - Inspiration and Interpretation 
 
1. Read 2 Timothy 3:14-17. What is Paul’s guidance to Timothy (and to us) regarding the 

inspiration of the source of truth which is the Word of God? 

 
 
 
 
2. Read Deuteronomy 18:20-22. This passage sets high expectations on those who make 

prophetic statements. What examples of Old Testament prophecies, realized in Old 
Testament times, come to mind? Why do you suppose God provided such OT prophecies; 
how did they impact OT Jews, New Testament Jews/Gentiles, and now us? 

 
 
 
 
 
3. Read 2 Peter 1:16-21. How does Peter explain how Jesus’ standing as the Christ was made 

known and proven?   What does this passage from Peter say about interpreting the Word of 
God in terms of maintaining the reliability/integrity of Scripture? 
 
 
 

 
4. Read John 1:1-18 and Matthew 5:18. What do these passages say about Scripture in terms 

of its integrity and binding nature on all things? Explain. 
 
 
 

 
5. What about the New Testament – is it too inspired? Read 2 Peter 3:14-16. What does Peter 

say of the writings of Paul? Can this be extended to other New Testament books? How so?  
 
 
 
 
6. Do you ever struggle with seeing the Bible as always relevant in your life? Do passages 

about not eating meat sacrificed to idols or covering your hair in church (for women) create 
justification to “pick and choose” what applies to you? Why /why not?  

 
 
 
 

7. Practice of the week: Share your insights as a result of doing the practice of the week from 
Jeff’s sermon notes. 
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Additional Considerations: 
x The Jews had little trouble accepting the Old Testament as a God-inspired source of 

wisdom, prophesy and revelation about the nature/plan of God. Clearly, Jesus’ ministry 
challenged their understanding of the Old Testament in terms of what it is ultimately pointing 
to (Jesus and His work to save us). While prophesy was not a question for most Jews, 
seeing Jesus as the actual realization of Old Testament prophesies regarding the Messiah 
was greeted with some skepticism. This is not surprising considering how many looked for 
Messiah, and that a number of false messiahs had surfaced and proved to be false. Jesus 
was different; He spoke about the Old Testament as His basis, He performed many signs 
and miracles that caused the people to take notice, He challenged the existing Jewish 
leaders about what being Jewish really meant and who God really was. He was so spot-on 
that those leaders turned against Him in order to save themselves from having to change.  

x The Gentiles had a different perspective, lacking the historical and cultural bases that Jews 
possessed. What do you suppose were the challenges that the early church planters faced 
as they went out with a Jewish-centric story of world salvation? How does the Gospel 
overcome such challenges? 

x Here is a link to the Covenant Church Statement of Faith; see what it says about the 
Scripture: https://www.covenantchurch.org/our-statement-of-faith 

x Some of Paul’s letters to the churches he established addressed issues about the original 
Gospel message becoming muddled. The New Testament was in the process of being 
written so that the early churches were dependent on the Gospel message and guidance for 
how to live out this message coming through verbal input from leaders such as Paul. But 
Paul was not omnipresent – he poured himself into the people and then committed them to 
his prayers as he moved on to the next city. As rumors of deviations from the truth reached 
him in his travels, he could only respond by writing his epistles, delivered by trusted 
followers. Reading these letters makes it apparent that God used Paul’s gifts, experiences 
and knowledge, but He also guided Paul in the very content such that these writings both 
addressed the current threats, and became timeless in helping churches and believers 
through the ages in staying true to the truth about Jesus.    

x In Thessalonians 2, Paul addresses such a threat. Read this passage and consider: 
o What is the source of the problem the church faced? Is the problem one of 

questioning inspiration or interpretation? Explain. 
o What does Paul say about the reliability of the message they had first received? 
o How does Paul encourage them to hold fast to the truth? 
o How do we today face similar threats? In what ways does the world try to steer us 

away from Biblical truth? Cite specific examples and how you have come to resolve 
such threats in your mind so that you continue to hold fast to the truth?  

x The Apostles (Paul, Peter, James and John) wrote to their churches in letters and offered 
encouragement as well as correction. Some guidance was clearly given for the cultural 
context that prevailed at that time as well as by locations of the cities in which churches were 
planted. How does this affect us as we read these passages and reflect on the meaning? 

Quote of the week:  Thus men will lie on their backs, talking about the fall of man, and never make 
an effort to get up. – Henry David Thoreau 


