
Jesus is Condemned
(First Station of the Cross)

The death plot solidified on Thursday, two days before the Passover Festival in Jerusalem.  In the court of 
the high priest, the Jewish leaders conspired to seize Jesus by stealth and kill  him.  Their scheme met with 
opportunity when one of his disciples approached to strike a bargain of betrayal for a silver sum, and that 
very night in an olive garden a Roman cohort arrested Jesus with a kiss.

Annas, Caiaphas, and the Sanhedrin (the council of the Jewish elders) all interrogated Jesus who kept silent 
through the sleepless, adversarial  night of inconsistent false testimony until  finally forced to reply to this 
command: “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Son of God!”   “Yes, I am,”  He answered.  No 
further testimony was needed in hearing this blasphemy.  All present condemned Jesus to death without any 
regard for the remorseful admission of Judas, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood!”  

After being spit upon, blindfolded, slapped in the face, and personally mocked by the Jewish leaders, Jesus 
was taken to the Praetorium, the Roman governor’s palace, where the accusations strategically turned to 
political treason.  “What charges are you bringing against this man?” Pilate demanded of the leaders outside 
his palace in the black hours of Friday morning.  “If this Man were not an evildoer,” they stated, “we would 
not have delivered Him to you.” “Then take Him yourselves,” countered Pilate, “and judge Him according to 
your own law.”   “We are not permitted to put anyone to death,” was their self-righteous retort.  Summoning 
Jesus alone into his palace, Pilate questioned him directly, “Are you the King of the Jews?” “It is as you say,” 
He answered.  Returning to the crowd outside, Pilate stated, “I find no guilt in this man.”  Harsh accusations 
resumed while Jesus remained quiet to the amazement of Pilate.  

Upon hearing Jesus was a Galilean and under the jurisdiction of Herod, Pilate sent him to Herod (who was 
presently in Jerusalem).  Jesus again persisted in silence while the Jewish leaders vehemently accused, and 
Herod, unable to extract a miracle throughout the proceedings, mocked Jesus and sent him back to Pilate 
wearing a gorgeous robe.  

“You brought this man to me as one who incites the people to rebellion,” declared Pilate to the agitated 
crowd outside his palace, “but I have found no basis for your charges against him.  Neither has Herod.  This 
man has done nothing to deserve death.  Do you want me to release for you this King of the Jews?”  As 
Pilate pondered his wife’s warning concerning this righteous man, the Jewish leaders persuaded the crowd 
to request Barabbas, an murderous insurrectionist currently imprisoned, be released instead.  “If Barabbas is 
released, then what shall I do with your King of the Jews?” Pilate inquired.  “Crucify Him!” the crowd 
demanded.  “Why, what evil  has He done?” asked Pilate, but they kept shouting, “Crucify! Crucify!”  Getting 
nowhere, Pilate ceremoniously washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this Man’s blood,” 
he declared, “see to that yourselves.”  

Hoping to placate the Jews, Pilate had Jesus scourged.  His soldiers gladly made sport of Jesus while 
inflicting the official  punishment.  “Behold, I am bringing Him out so you may know that I find no guilt in Him,” 
Pilate stated as Jesus hobbled forward draped in a blood-soaked purple robe with a crown of thorns driven 
into his scalp. “Behold, the Man!”  Pilate declared.  “Crucify! Crucify!” the crowd pressed. “Why?” Pilate 
demanded, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him  for I find no guilt in Him.” “He ought to die,” they insisted, 
“because He claimed to be the Son of God!” The true indictment finally surfaced.  Afraid of this, Pilate 
summoned Jesus alone into his palace.  “Where are You really from?” he probed, but received no answer. 
Pilate brought Jesus back out and proclaimed, “Behold, your King!” “Away with Him, away with Him,” the 
crowd cried, “Crucify Him!”  Their shouts prevailed.  At nine o’clock that same morning, Pilate granted their 
demands that Barabbas be released and Jesus be crucified forthwith. 

In short, Jesus was condemned guilty by the Jewish leaders based on his self-admitted identity, repeatedly 
declared innocent by Pilate, but ultimately crucified by Roman authorities to pacify an unruly Jewish mob.
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